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A HE difficult} and importance of a pub¬ 
lic ftation is fufficient to animate the exer¬ 
tion of great abilities. It is no final! tri¬ 
bute of public praife to admit that Mr, 
foundas has combined in'one act of. Parlia¬ 
ment the interefts of Great Britain and 
of the Eaft-India Company, and drat the 
profpenty of Great Britain and of Brrtijb 
India is attainable by the judicious applies™ 
tion of its powers. 
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Credit may be given to Mr., Franck when 
fays, 46 that he would abandon the 
“ fubjedl of India for ever, if be could, 
46 but that he wilt not confult his eafe at 
“ the expeuce of his honour V* When 
he proceeds to jay that Mr. Bumlas" s prin¬ 
ciples and declarations, though barren and 
unproductive in his hands, will not be 


* Mr, Francis* Speech, April 23* 1793, and Par¬ 
liamentary Debates. Dtbrett, 
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nfelefs in his own it becomes neceffary 
for thofe who diffent from any part of the 
prefent fyftem, to examine the foundations 
of Mr. Francis' plans, and the extent of 
the meafures which his honour urges him 
to inculcate, and which he has fo fuccefs- 
fully diffufed among the moll: eminent men 
of this country , and continues to promul¬ 
gate f. The revenue regulations of Fippoo 
Sultaun appeared con clu live both again ft 
Mr. Francis and Sir John Shore s revenue 
plans; from fentiments of humanity, 
which had. been awaked during the exer- 
cife of a delegated truft, and were not 
ftified, after the duty had cealed, l had 
fent a copy of that work to the prefs, that 
it micdit be known, when I read die fol- 

D 7 

lowing article in the Morning Chronicle of 
the 18th of July, i793 : 

* Mr. Francis' Speech, 23d April, 1793, and Par¬ 
liamentary Debates. Debrett. 

1 Vide Original Minutes, &c. 1776. Debrett, 1782. 
— Heads of Mr. Francis' Speech, 23d’April, 1792. 
Debrett. — Letter from Mr. Francis to Lord North, 
1776. Debrett, 1793.— -And in all the Regillers, &c. 
and Debates on India affairs. 
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66 We are happy in being able to date 
to the public, that the humane and rational 
principle for which Mr. Francis has for 
years contended, in behalf of the natives 
of India, namely, that the ruling power, 
let its title to the dominion be what it 
would, neither was, nor could be, propri¬ 
etor of the foil, is now edablifhed by 
iiich dtred: pohtive evidence, as it is not 
in the power of rapacity itfelf to contro¬ 
vert, though fupported as it has been by 
fophiflry, fraud, and falfehood. It is a fcau- 
dal to the name of Britain that fuch a 
quedion fhould have been permitted to 
fubfift; but it is now at lad decided ; and 
if the pretended reprefentatives of a fociety 
of merchants fhould fill! continue to grafp 
the entire rents of the country, in their 
afliimed character of proprietors of the 
lands, they mud do it now by avowed and 
barefaced violence. All their other titles 
to plunder India are anpahdated by evi¬ 
dence, as they ought to have been long 
fince by reaion, policy, and judiec. We 
have taken the following curious docu¬ 
ment from the Supplement to the Calcutta 
Gazette, dated the 27th of December, 
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volence of the excellent author, but of the 


practical utility of the learning and talents 
of ft odious men, when applied, as they 
have been uniformly by Sir William Jones , 
to the benefit of mankind/' 


64 'The Importance of the fubjeM life!fi and the 
refpeSi due to the learned author , render it 
umecejfary to apologize fir publijhing the 
following Extract from the Preface to the 
A 1 Sirajiyyah, lately publlfied by Sir Wil ¬ 
liam Jones.’’ 

“ Unlefs I am greatly deceived, the 
work now prefented to the public, decides 
the queflion which has been ftarted, whe¬ 
ther by the Moghul confutation , the five reign 
be ’ not the foie proprietor of all the land In 
his empire , which he or his predecefdors have 
not granted to a Jubjebi and his heirs ; for 
nothing can be more certain, than that 
land, rents , and goods are, in the language 






of all Mahomedm lawyers, property alike 
alienable and inheritable ; and fo far is the 
fove reign from having any right of property 
in the goods or lands of his people, that 
even efcheats are never appropriated to his 
ufe, but fall into a fund for the relief of 
the poor. Sharif exprefily mentions fields 
and houfies as inheritable and alienable pro¬ 
perty : he fays, that a houfe , on which 
there is a lien, ihall not be fold to defray 
even funeral expences, and that if a man 
dig a well in his own field , and another man 
perifh by falling into it, he incurs no 
guilt; but, if he had trefpafTed on the field 
of another man , and had been the occafion 
of death, he mult pay the price of blood ;■ 
that buildings and trees pals by a (ale of 
land) though not converfely; and he al¬ 
ways exprefles what we call properly by 
an emphatieal word implying dominion . 
Such dominion , fays he, may be acquired 
by the a£l of parties, as in the cafe of con- 
troMS) or, by the adl of 4m?, as in the 
cafe of de/cent; and, having obierved, that 
freedom is the civil ex fence and life oj a man, 
but fiavery his death and annihilation , he 
adds, hecaafe freedom ejlabltftm his right of 



property , which chiefly dijfmguifhes man from 


other animals, and from things inanimate ; lb 
that he would have con fide red fubjedls 
without properly (wfiich, as he fay s in ano¬ 
ther place, comprifes every thing that a m an 
may fell, or give, or leave for his heirs) as 
\ mere JIaves without civil life: yet Sharif 
•was beloved and rewarded by the very con¬ 
queror from whom the imperial houfe of 
Delhi boafted of their defeent. The Koran 
allots to certain kindred of the deceaied 
fpeciiic # fhares of what he left , without a 
iyllable in the book that intimates a fhadb 
of diftin&ions between realty and perfo- 
nairythere is therefore no difb nation, 
for interpreters mult make hone, where 
g the law has not diftinguifhed : as to Ma¬ 
homed, he fays in pofitive words, that if 
a man leave either property or rights , they 
go to his heirs; and Sharif adds, that an 
heir fucceeds to his ancefors efate with an 
ahfolute right of ownerfh ip 9 right of pofeffion, 
and power of alienation. Now 1 am fully 
perfuaded that no MuJJulman Prince, in any 
age or country, would have harboured a 
thought of controverting thefe authorities. 
Had the delaine lately broached been fug- 





gelled to the ferocious, but politic and 
religious G^r, be would, in bis heft 
mood, h ave afked bis conn feller iiern ly, 
whether be imagined biiriieU wilei than 
God and his Prophet, and, in one of his 
pafiionate iallies, would have ipu riied hnu 
as a blafphemer from his presence, had he 
been even his deareft friend or his ableft 
general: the placid and benevolent All 
would have given a harfh rebuke to ftich 
an advifer ; and Aurung%ebe himielf, the 
bloodieft of affaflinsand the moil avaricious 
of men, would not have adopted and pro¬ 
claimed fuch an opinion, whatever his 
courtiers and (laves might have laid, in 
their zeal to aggrandize their mailer, to a 
foreign phvfician and philolbpher, who too 
baftily believed them, and aferibed to fuch 
a fyiem all the defolation of which he had 
been a witnefs. Conqpeft could have 
made no deference; for, either the law of 
the conquering nation was eftablilhed in 
India, or that of the conquered was fuf- 
fered to remain: if the firft, the Koran 
and the dlMa of Mahomed were fountains, 
too facred to be violated, both of public 
and private law if the fecund, there is 



aft'end of the debate; for the old Hindoos 
tnof| affuredly were abfoiute. Proprietors of 
their land., though the)' called their fove» 
reigns Lords of the Earth; as they gave 
the title of Gods on Earth to the Brahmins, 
whom they puafthed, neverthelefs, for 
theft with all due feveritv. Should it be 
urged, that., although an Indian prince 
may have no right, in his executive capa¬ 
city, to the land of his fubje&s, yet, as 
the foie legijlative power, he is above con- 
troul; I anfiwer firmly, that Indian prin¬ 
ces never had, nor pretended to have, an 
unlimited legiflative authority, but were 
always under the con troul of laws believed 
to be divine, with which they never clai¬ 
med any power of dilpenfingf* 




I am happy in an opportunity of ad¬ 
vancing thefe arguments again ft a doeftrine 
which I think unjuft, unfounded, and bis: 
with ruin ; for in thecourfe of nine years, 
1 have feen enough of thefe provinces and 
their inhabitants, to be convinced, that, if 
we hope to make our government a bieffing 
to them and a durable benefit to ourielvss, 
we mull realize our hope, not by wring- 


I«g for the prelent the largeft poffibie re¬ 
venue from our Jfiatk iubje&s, but by 
taking no more of their wealth than the 
public exigencies, and their own fecurity, 
may a&ually require; not by ditninifhing 
the inter eft, which landlords muft naturally 
take in their own /it, but by augmenting 
it to the utmofh, and giving them ailu- 
ranee that it will defeend to their heirs : 
when their laws of property, which they 
literally hold /acred, fhall in pra&ice be 
fecured to them ; when the land-tax fhall 
be fh moderate that they cannot have a 
coloured pretence to rack their tenants, 
and when they fhall have had a well- 
grounded confidence, that the proportion 
of it will never be railed, except for a time 
on fome great emergence, which may en¬ 
danger all they poffefs; when either the 
performance of every legal con trad! fhall 
be enforced, or certain and adequate com- 
penklion be given tor the breach of it; 
wnen no wrong fhall remain imredreHed, 
and when redreis fhall be obtained at little' 
expence, and with all the fpeed that may 
be confident with neceffary deliberation; 
then will the population and refourccs of 
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\engal and Bahar continually increaie, and 
our nation Will have the glory of conferring 
hsppineis on confiderahly more than twen¬ 
ty-four millions (which is, at lead:, the 
prefent number) of their native inhabi¬ 
tants, whole cheerful induftry will enrich 
their benefactors, and whofe firm attach¬ 
ment will fee are the permanence of our 
dominion/’ 


ii 


Among the various literary obliga¬ 
tions we owe to Sir William Jones , 3 had 
reckoned the evidence in Sacontala of 
the antiquity of the corn rent, dated 
in the Jyeen Akberry * to have been, the 
cuftom of Bengal , gracioufly continued 
by the Emperor to his Hindoo fubje&s. 
When 1 hcardjfthat Sir William had com>- 


mentecl on the revenue fyflero of Bengal , 


in 1792, I flattered rnylelf that we Ihould, 
on bis authority, know whether the defi¬ 
nition of Zemindar f 9 or Collector of the 
Royal or Jageer Lands , is correct ? 


% Jyeen Akberry, Vol. I# p. 347s 
XI, Soubah Bengal and Bahar. 
f Jyeen Akberry, Vol. I p. 3 7 20 

* : • \ 2 j 3 J 


and ibid. 
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Whether Crown lands, annexed to offices 
civil or military, with iervices fpecified in 
the Sunnuds , were in the Moghul fyftem, 
or ought to be, in jufHce and policy, more 
dependant on the Sovereign, than cultivated 
lands held by the Reyui , with rent or tri¬ 
bute fpecified in the Pott ah, oi heritable 
leafe of the cultivator of the foil! 

Whether Sunnuds , or written commit 
lions, grants, or leafes in India , can be 
diftinguifhed without infpcfting them, any 
more than a freehold, copyhold, or annual 
leafe can in Europe be diftinguifhed with¬ 
out perilling the leafe ? 

Whether reference to a public regiffer, 
as in the regifter counties of England , 
would not in India be Jefs vexatious than 
to a boh ih the public regi.de r, and refer ti¬ 
tles to fuits in a modern court Dewannec 
Adaulet ? 

0,1 ‘ih ’ ‘ ; , || jft V'!'!,;;! f, * 

In fhorr> whether Sir John Shore's fet- 
dement is preferable to Mr, Grant's pro- 
pofed imitation of a fixed rule, a&ual mea- 





furement, valuation, and equal affeffment, 
to the Moghul fyftem ? 



I was chagrined to find, on Sir William 
Jones *s authority, that reference to addi¬ 
tional Mahomedan authority is yet necef- 
fary to decide whether any fpecies of pro¬ 
perty was compatible with the Koran ; and 
to read the refult of nine years obfervations 
of Britijh management, comprifed in a 
few ethical fen fences, which all modern 
difputants will adopt, for they all profefs 
ethics, though every practical experiment 
has produced injuftice and extortion. 


When I faw this extract at once con¬ 
founded with Mr. Francis *s fyflem, I felt 
that I might be confounded with the advo¬ 
cates of lawlefs rapine ; and I determined, 
after a part of the Myforean Regulations 
were printed off, to diflinguifh the princi¬ 
ples of different periods ; this late decifion 
increafed the defeats to a carelefs arrange¬ 
ment ; if it fhall be intelligible, my object 
will be, perhaps, better anfwered than if 
I had gone out of my own room to feek 
information, or to advife even with a fingle 


per foil* What: I .d ate is from recollection 
of pad mealures, and from, materials which 
1 had collected for my private information; 
and what 1 communicate from my private 
correfpondence will not be biafled by par 
tiality to private friends, nor to particular 
adminUlratiohs, A degree of amour prop-re 
inclined me not to affix my name to io im ¬ 
perfect a publication ; if it (hall be known, 
it will,be very unimportant. Having ne¬ 
ver entered into covenants with the Com¬ 
pany, nor at any time {hared its interefb 
as a proprietor of India flock, and having 
never been in India , it may be enquired 
why I take this trouble. My anfwer is 
fhort; I have followed the prog refs of 
friends through every part of India ; my 
mind often hangs over the honourable 
graves of,much-lamented friends m India; 
I enjoy the ibcicty of others, who have 
returned with honour to Great Britain; 
and others yet remain in India whom I re- 
fpeffi and value. I do not publifh for 
them ; I have reckoned life well fpent, 
when it founded the bare hope of defer ving 
friendship ; and I do not reckon it a lacri- 
rice to devote a few hours in the hope of 
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contributing to the protection of millions 
of fellow fubjeCts, who will never be con- 
fcious of my exigence. My motive in all 
event rauft be my apology; and without 
farther preface, I fhall examine the aCt 
curforily as to its general principles of 
connecting Great Britain with Britiffj India 
in the Introduction, and then proceed to 
conhder the internal management of Bri - 
tijh India , under Mahomedan and Britifh 


conquerors, and to deduce a plan for Britijh 
India , connected with the principles of the 
aCt of the lad; feflion of Parliament, 
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Principles of the AB for fettling the Govern- 
ment and 'trade a/Britilh India, 1793. 



Th E Parliament of Great Britain , in 
the laft feffion, has granted a period of 
twenty years, from the id; of March, 
1794; during which it may be expected, 
that the profperity of Great Britain and 
Briitjh India will arife from the juft ice, 
wifdom, and moderation of Great Britain , 
in fettling the rule of permanent connec¬ 
tion with its diftant, but invaluable, pro¬ 
vinces. In the a£t of 1793, we muft 
look for the powers veiled in Commiflio- 
ners in behalf of the State ; and in the 
Company, under its double defcription, 
managers of a limited excluftve commerce, 
refponftble to the Proprietors; and agents 
for the management of the landed revenues 
of the State, refponfible to the Minifters 
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4 c Crown, and to the Parliament of 


It may fuit Tome politicians to confider 
this ad as the novelty which Mr. Dundas 
announced to Parliament when he hated'"* 
44 that the difficulties he had experienced 
46 had arifeii not only from the magnitude 
4£ and importance of the fubjeft, but from 
the fyjlern which he was to propofe b# 
6 ing hi oppofithn to eftabliftied theories 
44 in government and in commerce. Thefe 
« theories, he admitted, were juft and 
u applicable to other cafes, and yet he 
found it dangerous to liften to them 
“ when he was deviling a plan of govern- 
« ment and a fyftem of trade lor Britijb 
44 Mia"' Others may incline to fay with 
Mr. Francis, u by one general prelirai- 
44 nary declaration I mean to include al- 
44 mod the whole of what the Right Ho¬ 
nourable Gentleman has dated, namely, 

5 that the meaiure he propofes, the prin¬ 
ciples lie maintains, the faffs he aiTerts, 


16 


4.C 


£ t 


# Speech of the Right Hon. H. Dundas, April 
2 3, 1793, Reprinted in Parliamentary Debates. 
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44 and the arguments with which he flip- 
“ ports his proportions, appear to me to 
44 ftand in direft oppofition to truth, to \ 
44 reafon, to policy, to experience, and to 
“ juftice; and to be dangerous in their 
44 application and effect, as they are falfe 
44 and abfurd in their conception. I do 
44 not apply this language td the Right 
44 Honourable Gentleman* but to the 
46 monftrous fcheme he recommends, and 
44 the aftonifhing reafon s he affigns for it*.’* 

A gentleman, defervedly efteemed in the ' 
philofophical and literary world, with great 
labour and ability, had compiled for the 
information of the Board of Controul, an 
Abftradt of the Plans for Britifh India, 
which Mr. Dundas , with great liberality, 
permitted to be publifhed, in addition to 
his annual report of the revenues and 
charges of India , and of thb trade of the 
Eafl-India Company. The avowal of thefe 
data removes 46 the veil from the arcana of 
44 Indian politicsit would therefore be 

/• i 

* Heads of Mr. Francis* Speech in Reply to 
Mr. Dundas, April 23. Debrett, 1793. 
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jin ill return to cavil and pervert this faci¬ 
lity of examination and comment to any 
other purpofe than fupplemental obferva- 
tions, tending to facilitate the meafures of 
Government, by pointing out exiting er¬ 
ror., and by fqggeftmg practicable remedy ; 
an attentive perufal of the ad will dived 
it from pretenfions to paradoxical novel¬ 
ty, and will proted .it from fweeping in- 


yedive-. 


i. The ad vefts in the State its right to 
Sovereignty over the territorial podeffions 

in India, and in the Miniders of the Grown 
ample power of fuperintending or con- 

fro!mg all matters of a financial, civil, or 

military nature. 


2. It preierves the Trade to the Com¬ 
pany in all its branches., and admits of a 
limited participation of trade to His Ma- 
jedy’s fubjeds, under the djredion of the 
Board of Commiffioners, fubjed to appeal 
to the Privy Council, and to a pofttiyc re- 
fponfbility to Parliament. 


* The Plans for Britlih India. I>ebrctt t ijgfr 


ifx © 
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It. exprefsly continues a Guarantee 
or a Charter of Rights, by continuing 
■the promifes held forth in the a<5ts of the 
21 and 24 Geo* III. to preferve the mill- 
tutions and laws of the natives by the mild 
spirit of Britilh Government:. 

It therefore may be laid to be founded 
on principles congenial and prevalent in 
Great Britain, compatible with eftablhhecf 
theories of government and commerce;, 
and 44 fuited to the liberal views of die 
■ 6 Britifh nation, which require a variety 
“ of particulars to be more minutely 
<c known and inquired into before it will 
<s be noflible to realize the whole in a fyf- 



The profperity of Great Britain and 
the profperity of India now depend on the 
judicious diicnmination of the real cir- 
cumilances, laws, opinions, and rights of 
the natives of Britilh India, hitherto en¬ 
veloped in obicurky, artificially increaied 
by the native managers of a nominal Mo¬ 
gul government, and by Banyans , the na¬ 
tive managers of the concerns of the Com- 
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patsy’s fervants, by whole agency or col- 
luiioa public or private peculation has been 
conducted; and by whole art and mifin- 
formation every financial fyftem of iaith- 
ful and able fervents of the Company has 
hitherto been fruit rated. It will therefore 
be proper to bring to more general no¬ 
tice the actual practice of an exifting Ma- 
homedan government, and to confider 
what principles of former theories are 
compatible with, the beneficent purpofes of 
the prefent act, and with the rights and 
"prof polity of .Britifh India. If the data 
are not admitted, an inquiry, purfued with¬ 
out the fpurof party, will afeertain truth., 
the information of thole didinguifhed men 
in the Company’s fervice, whole third for 
knowledge has not been fuperfeded by the 
third for riches, will not be wanting, the 
fame means of information which has 
opened to Europe the literature of the Ead, 
will explain in what the yvildom of the 
Eaft, famed in facred and profane writ, 
confided ; and by what means the inofFen* 
five Hindoo maybe ref cued from opp ref- 
fion, and the Britifh name from dishonour* 
Too long have Hindoo politicians lamented 


that the Engiifh knew how to conquer, 
hut not to govern, India. 

f 

44 There were ((aid Kir., Dutidas) fails' 
44 and events refpe$ing which there could 
u be no difference of opinion. India, 
4i or the country of Hindoftan, governed 
u by Britain, is in a date of profperity 
64 unknown to it, under the mod: wife 
“ 4 and politic of its ancient Sovereigns/* 
That it may become profperous under the 
prefect aft is ieriouily to be believed, but 
that it is lo in the degree confident with 
Britifh honour and Britifh policy cannot be 
admitted : and it is cruel to labour to fave 
the national honour by th if ting its errors 
exclusively on an individual. Late events 
in Europe have proved that the exercifc 
of reafon and juffice is fubjedt to decay in 
ibcieties founded on thofe principles; and 
in political paroxyfms of dates, the mi- 
con holed exercife of the pafiions is fome- 
times employed fyflernatically to fubveit 
order, and as a preliminary to renovation; 
the fame experience will prove it more 
caiy to defiroy than to renovate. 
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In India the paroxyfm is over, and the 
diftindt orders of its fociety exifl, bat are 
neither methodized nor underftood. Will 
not oar experience of India jultify the hope 
that it may attain greater profperitv than 
it at prefeiit enjoys ? Will not Mr. Dun- 
das’s political experience prove, that a great 
part of the information he has received is 
fo difguifed by European party or private 
intereft, as to become a knoll as ufelefs and 


imentertaimng as the miferabie novels 


which apply Indian names to the coflume 
df Europe ? Will he afiert that his Own 
mind is fettled on the detailed application 
of his own principles ? Will he not re¬ 
view thofe parts of the political and terri¬ 
torial management of India, to which the 
following obfervations principally apply ? 
and will lie be lefs diipofed to take that 
trouble from their being addrelTed to the 
attention of the public, with the ailertion 
ariling from ferious conviction, that the 
errors of the financial experimental fettle- 
Ment of Bahar , rendered, if poffible, per¬ 
manent there, and extended to the reft of 
Britifh India, will unintentionally occafion 
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more permanent calamity to the natives of 
Ilidia than, any former experiment ? 


i Sovereignty » 


For the purpofes of legHlation or go¬ 
vernment, we muff remember, that the 
definition of the Sovereign in whom the 
powers of government veil, is not ihffi- 
dent. 

The government eftablifhed by Mahotne- 
dan conquerors of Hindofian 9 cannot pro¬ 
perly be continued in their name after the 
Sovereignty is transferred into other hands* 
Mahomedm fubjecls, according to the pro* 
portion of their number and property, to 
the population and property in the conn- 
try, rauft be confidered, and influence the 
attention of the new Sovereign, who mint 
refpecl the prejudices of the many, and 
preferve the rights of the whole. Policy 
urges invefiigation of the cuftoms, opi¬ 
nions, and laws of the natives, that prin¬ 
ciples congenial to good morals and good 
police may, with the lead: violence to 
their mages and prejudices, be eilablifhech 
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By judicious management the conqueror 
becomes the father of the people; the ve* 
neration for the name of Akber will not be 
forgot in Hindojlan. Even temporary ru¬ 
lers of diftri&s may deferve the bleffings 
of the gentle Hindoo , like Mahomed flzim^ 
who, during his refidence at Dacca , was 
fo beloved, that the inhabitants, to this 
day, in their common fongs, lament his 
fate with tears, and celebrate his memory*. 
Mere preference marked by Government 
may preferve the good, while deftru£Uve 
principles may fall into difufe, by perfect 
toleration. 


’ The accounts taken from different ob- 
fervers vary as to the exa<3 proportion of 
the Mahomedan and Hindoo fubjetts of 
Great Britain, Mr. Scrafton , fliling the 
Mahomedans of all feds and deferiptions 
under the denomination of Moors , lays, 
they are not in number the hundredth part 
of the natives t- I think Major Rennell 


* HclweWs Interefting Events, Vol. I. p. 23. 
f Reflections on the Governmens of Hindofian t 
p. 20, L. Scrafton , 1763* 

' ■ 


fuppofes the Moors to be a lixth part of 
the inhabitants of Bengal In the Gircars , 
Mr. Grant Hates the population to be two 
millions and a half of Hindoos , and fome 
thoufauds only of Mahomedans , many of 
them hi the militia, &c.; but their united 
teillmony makes it indifputable, that the 
rnafs of the people, who can claim their 
rights under the a& of Parliament, fortu¬ 
nately for Great Britain, are Hindoos , Let 
thole who legiflate read their character : 
“ Uninfluenced by the Mahomedans , the 
“ Hindoos are a meek, fuperflitious, chart- 
table people, a charafter formed by their 
“ temperance, c adorns, and religion ; they 
“ prefer a lazy apathy, and frequently 
6t quote this faying from a favourite book: 
44 ' 4 It is better to fit. than to walk, to lie 
46 down than to walk; better to deep than 
64 to wake; and death is beft of all V'* 

Half chriJHans, or any other half prin¬ 
cipled men, form the molt dangerous, if 
not the moil: abandoned, of the human 
fpecies; and if the meafure of converting: 

O 


*' R^flcrlions, Serafim, p 17. 
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Hindoos by parliamentary authority, which 
was adopted as a rider to the prefent aft, 
and was rejefted by the Houfe of Commons, 
fhall be revived, may the principle of re¬ 
jecting fyItems of profelytifm, as wrong in 
themfelves, and as produftive, in moft 
cafes, of abufe and of political mifchief 
ably ftated by Mr, Fox , be fubftituted to 
culpable complaifance to any individual; 
and if Mr. Dundas fhall want an argument 
in point, let his own good fenfe give weight 
to Mr. Scrafton's evidence f. 

In addition to Mr. Scrafton's lift of 
Moors , inhabitants of Bengal, let us re¬ 
member the progrefs of a great nation riling, 
or rifen, in the N. Weft of Hindojlan , the 
Seeks ; for whofe particular religious tenets 
we are indebted to Mr. Wilkins , as well as 
for his many interefting communications^;. 
Mr. Forjler alfo had found a conliderable 
number of this feft at Calcutta . Mr. Grant 
informs us that the Lombardies , Bunjar - 

* Sketch of Debate, May 25, 1793. 

f Reflections, p. 7. 

X Afiatic Rcfearches, Vol. I, p.2913, &c. 






rdhs, dr tribes cf inland carrier: 
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are a 


tribe of Stefa, fubdivided into eighteen, 
ftiialler tribes, all followers of Nanee'k Shah, 
and descendants of camp followers, who 
attended Shah *fehan and AUurn Geer in 



wandering tribes. Mr. Wilkins attended 
their meetings at Patna , and was invited 
to become a follower tf NMeek Shah* He 
informs us, 44 a perfon. having fhewn a 



44 nier opinions, to any five or more Seeks 


44 aflembled together in any place, as well 


44 on the high way as in a .houfe of Woi> 
44 (hip, they fend to the fir ft flop where 
44 iweetmeats are fold, and procure a imall 
lU quantity of a particular fort, which is 

44 very common, and, aS I recoiledt, they 

45 call Bat a fa ; and having diluted it m 
44 pure water, they fprinkle feme of it 
<c on the body and into the eyes of the 
44 convert, whilft one of the beft micruded 

* Nanet'k Shah , before Ills apoilacy, was a Hindoo 
of the Kbltry or military caft. He llourHlied four 
hundred years ago at Punjab, and founded this in- 
creafing fe£t.. £ ■ 
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u repeats to him, in any language in which 
“ he is converfant, the chief canons of 
their faith, exacting from him a folemn 
promife to abide by them the reft of his 
iC life;’* this is the whole ceremony. 
This fe& will include all the wanderers 
from the Koran and Shajier , and muft be 
included in the political view of native 
ftates. The Seeks are already on our fron¬ 
tier, and muft be combined with our po¬ 
licy; their diftinguifhing chara&er as a 
nation is the love of toleration, of inde¬ 
pendence, and of property. They are here 
mentioned as diminiftiing the proportion of 
the followers of the Koran , and confe-' 
quently decrealing the neceflity of the Ko - 
ran being the univerfal code for the natives 
of Britijh India *. It muft be admitted, 
that Britijh India, denominated from its 
native fubje&s, both in number and pro¬ 
perty, is a Hindoo nation; it is confequently 
confiftent with the att of Parliament, and 
demonftrably confiftent with policy, to 
render it in effect a Britijh Hindoo govern¬ 
ment, to give it a unity of intereft and 



# Plans for India, p. 414* 
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principle through the whole vale of the 
Ganges, the drears, and Carnatic, to 
Mount Delhi, on the coaft of Malabar, by 
following up pirotedion to every fubjed; 
and to tributary Sovereigns, by oblerving 
good faith * and when influence is politi¬ 
cally neceflary, to exercife it only fo far as 
may combine in one fyffem the interefb 

i iv* * 

which, geographically, are infeparable. 

Thefe general obfervations may fuflice 
for the general defeription. of natives of 
Briiijh India , who mull be within the pur¬ 
view of the act. When I read in the Plans 
for Britr/h India *, and know that it truly 
deferibes the exifling policy and letter of 
treaties, J cannot help recolle&ihg Gover¬ 
nor John font fpeechf in 1772, when the 
definition of Chriifians, which is couth 
tinned to this day, was introduced, “ I 
had the honour of prefenting to this Houle 
a petition from a poor oppreflfed Armenian 
merchant, who fuffered long Imprifon* 


* P. 412. French Jubjefh are as Briiijh fabje&s; 
other Europeans are as Britijh fubje&s. 

f Parliamentary Debates, Yol. XXIV. p, 65. 


ment, without ever being able to know 
the crime of which he is accufed. It is 
true, on finding his cafe was laid before 
the Houfe, the framers of this bill have, 
in fome meafure, comprehended his fe£t 
within the remedies of their law, by in¬ 
ferring the word Chrijiian; but it was not 
becaufe he was a Chriftian that I prefented 
his petition, but becaufe he was a human 
being and a fellow creature, and becaufe 
his cafe brought the fituation of all the in¬ 
habitants of Bengal fairly before the Houfe; 
nor can the gentlemen who patronize this 
bill fhew me one reafon for inferring the 
word Chrijiian , that does not apply equally 
for putting in the words Mujfnlman and 
Gentoo 

Since that period the pledge of Parlia¬ 
ment has been given to govern the natives 
according to their rights and ufages; and 
as the mafs of the people is Hindoo , the 
influence of Britijh juftice and honour may 
be clothed in the forms of Mahomedan or 
Hindoo procefs. But the name of the 
Moghul ought not to pervade Britijh India ; 
the Koran cannot be the guarantee of the 
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rights and the protection to Afiatic fubjefts 
of Great Britain , becaufe the aft of Par¬ 
liament has wifely guaranteed the Koran to 
Mahometans , the Shajler to Hindoos in the 
Bengal provinces, and the Veidam to the 
Hindoos in the Decan ; and with this in 
view. Great Britain may fafely compile a 
code for Britijh India . 



The French *, backed with the power 
of France , and by powerful native allies, 
folicited, by her merchants, in 1786, to 
fettle at Calcutta ; and can it be doubted 
that every nation will be thankful to ex¬ 
change their antiquated Phirmaund for the 
protection of Great Britain • Why keep 
up diltinftions to provoke difcuffions, when 
no European can or ought to be in Britijh 
India , on fuperior rights and privileges to 
Britijh European fubjefts ; becaufe there is 
no power to proteft, which is not veiled 
in the reprefentative of the King, and in 

the law, fanftioned by the BritiJJj Parlia¬ 
ment. 


i 


* Vide Treaty of Verfailles, 1783. 
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On the fame principle it can be no longer 
proper to afcer tain the value of the flan- 
dard coin of Britijh India , by the reference 
to the aceeffion of a depofed Moghul ; it 
ought to bear the date of the reign of his 
Majefty. 


Writs in the King’s name have for years 
had currency through Britijh India ; and by 
the prefent ad, j offices of the peace are to 
ad in Briii/h India ; and we are {till told we 
can only preferve the allegiance of the na¬ 
tives by conforming to tire contradictory 
treaties we have made with fubordinate 
princes , ufurpers of the Moghul s dominions, 
and with the Moghul himfelf; “ and as 
thefe treaties alone are intelligible to 
46 our Afiatic fubjeds V’ we fhould, do 
injuftice to their good fenfe, if we fuppofed 
they can reconcile to principles of public 
faith and public juft ice, our rights to India . 
The natives have had too much experience 
of the rights of the fword, to ftudy the va¬ 
rious treaties to cover injuftice or to ferve 
the policy of the day. If one maxim is 


* Plans for Britijh India, chap. 3, page 344. 
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more univerfal among the natives of India 
than another, it is 46 to forget their go- 
“ vernorswhen their power is annihilated.” 
Since we have relorted to "Bengal , they can 
teftify who have had experience, of various 
exertions of arbitrary power, and can have 
no reafon to be anxious, that any experi¬ 
ment within their memory may either be 
repeated or perpetuated by treaty. 


From political neceffity we have afferted 
the fovereignty of Britijh India in Europe •; 
to hold another language to our fellow 
fubje&s in India , would cheat them of their 
rights as a conftituent part of the Empire, 
to which they have contributed fo much, 
and to which they are more likely, under 
good Government, to contribute, than other 
detached parts of the King’s dominions. 
Policy in a great degree, but expediency in 
a ftill greater degree, has dictated the keep¬ 
ing in comrnijjion the exercife of love- 
reignty; but it is not expedient or politic 
to continue the name of the Moghul in 



Vide Treaty of Verfa'tlksj 1783. 
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BrUlfh India , and perpetuate the trick of 
double government for the purpofe of main¬ 
taining a double eliabli foment; and to 
perpetuate an engine of native manage¬ 
ment, by which ambitious neighbours may 
aflert their pretenfions to the fovereignty 
o t Brttijb India , on equal legal title, when¬ 
ever temporary diflrefs may encourage the 
hope of fuecefs. Shall we fo foon forget, 
when Mr. HaJUngs left Calcutta , and with¬ 
drew from the fupport of the Bengal go¬ 
vernment all that his amiable character and 
long exclusive management of the native 
Durbars had combined with the legal 
powers of a Governor General, and the 
difficulty of our foliation at that period, 
and the exhaufted {late of the refources in 
India having rendered a general reform the 
firffi meafure of Mr. MacpberJ'on s govern¬ 
ment, and naturally marked it as a moment 
of weaknefs, Sc India advanced to the fron¬ 
tiers of Bengal? and peremptorily demanded 
'the arrears of Chout in open Durbar f The 
Governor General reje&ed the private difa- 
vowal of the demand ; and when Scindia 
had the evidence of fo much decifion In 





XXXV ] 

open Durbar , he tranfmitted his apologies 
and the total difavowal of his requifttion. 
If Mr. Macpherfon had not poffeffed in¬ 
tegrity, firmnefs, and decifion, the fttua/ 
tion of Bengal on Lord Cornwallis' arri¬ 
val would have been very embarraffing. 

' • ■ r 

This anecdote, which would probably 
have applied in fimilar cafes to Mr. Hajlings 
or Lord Cornwallis , is meant to (hew that 
we are not yet independant of the perfonal 
qualities of a Governor General. This tri¬ 
bute of juftice to Mr. Macpherfon will lead 
us to eftimate the integrity and the mili¬ 
tary talents of the Marquis Cornwallis 9 
when we confider difpaftionately how 
much of the falvation of India is exclu- 
fively due to his perfonal qualities and to 
his perfonal exertions. And yet while 
we affert, as a great nation, the fovereignty 
of Britijh India , let us not turn afide the 
eye of pity from the old blind Moghul , from 
whom we extorted a title to an Empire 
which had been ulurped by his unfaithful 
fervants. The intereft of Great Britain 
mu ft not be facrificed to reftore a depofed 
Moghul to any cqnliderable degrees of an¬ 
il 1 d m 
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thority*; bat the honour and humanity of 
Great Britain ought not to have been ib 
tardy to relieve the di fire fibs of an unfortu¬ 
nate prince who deierved a better fate. A 
relpefhible friend at Calcutta informed me 
lafl year that he had in his pofi'efiion a letter 
from the old King to a fubaltern Officer in 
the Company’s fervice, requeuing his inter- 
ceflion for good offices. If it reaches Lord 
Cornwallis' hand, he will not overlook the 
fituation of the Moghul ; the policy and 
conquefls of Scindui , already too far ex¬ 
tended, will force themfelves on the notice 
of Government. 

When I confider the exercife of fove- 
reignty, I cannot but feel in a degree my 
prefumption in quef'tionmg the invefliga- 
tions arid definitions of native tenures and 
native officers, tranfmitted by Lord Corn- 
wallls t, and eflentiai to the fyflem of 
finance which he took out with him to In¬ 
dia ; and at the fame time G not finding 

* Vide Mr- Francis* Letter to Lord North, p. sq, 
Dchrett, 1793* 

t Plans for Britijb India, p. 47 7 > 

flflf'l * - G f ’ i •, . 
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any occafion to join in the''handlome apo* 
logy of Mr. Dundas for differing in opi¬ 
nion with his Lordfhip on veiling the no- 
minatioti of the chief executive officers of 
of Indian Government in the Crown. It 
can be no reflection on Lord Cornwallis 
that Parliament has adopted conftitutional 



and reafons of expediency in pre¬ 


ference to his found conftitutionai opinion, 
the public will judge during the operation 
of the prefent ad, whether the curtailing 
the prerogative of the Crown and the re- 
fponfibility of Minifters, by giving the ap¬ 
pointment of the executive officers in India 
to the Directors, and by dividing the power 
of recal between the Crown and the Di¬ 
rectors, will in pradice be found to efla- 
blifh a competition of vigilance and chaf- 
tity fufficient to exclude every perfon on 
whom proved delinquency, or incapacity, 
doubtful principles, or unexplained error, 
can attach, from offices of high trull in 
Itidia. This is the firfl duty of the Exe¬ 
cutive Government, wherever it may be 
placed. Every, cooperation of the Board of 
Control with the Diredors, will probably 
confirm the opinion which has, more or 
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leis, been declared by the moft able ftatef- 
men of fucceffive Adminiftrations., that the 
agency of the Company is the heft plan of 
governing Britijh India , provided the whole 
power of the Hate is called forth to con¬ 
trol the neceflariiy extenfive powers of the 
government in India. To this efredt, 
wherever the King’s com million can give 
unity to the fervice, the King’s name ought 
to be held forth ; and it does not appear 
that: any objection could be made to the ex- 
tenfion of the principle of the Marine fer¬ 
vice, as exercifed under the com million of 
the Lord High. Admiral, to the Indian 
army, provided the recommendation of the 
perfbns to receive commjffions, was con¬ 
tinued as at prefent; but the regulations 
of the fervice to be fuited to one military 
lylfem under die King’s comrniffion. 


On the part of the adl which relates to 
the fovereignty of Britijh India , there is 
fo much clearnefs and precilion, that one 
remark only occurs to be necelfary, and 
that does not arife from any words in the 
aft, but from the explanation of the Com- 

Mr 

. . x&Sm : 
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pany’s eflates, which appears in Mr. Dm* 
aWs fpeech. 

)D # , 

The 58th leftion of the prefeat a 61 : 
clearly points out the period of determina¬ 
tion of the exc.lufi.ve commercial privileges, 
and of the agreement for managing the ter¬ 
ritories of Briti/h India , and the Eajl-India 
Company is therein declared entitled, after 
fuch determination, 44 to carry on a free 
44 trade in, to, and from the Eajl Indies 
“ and parts aforefaid with all or any of 
44 their joint flock in trade, goods, mer- 
44 chandifes, eflates, and effedls, in common 
iC with other the fubje&s of his Majefly, 
44 his heirs and fucceftors, trading to, in, 
44 and from the faid parts and limits.*’ 

The observation applies to the 44 eflates” 
of the Eajl-India Company, defined in Mr. 
Dundas *s fpeech : 44 under their original 
44 charters, they have purchafed and le* 
“ gaily acquired Fort Si. George > St. He- 
44 lena , Bombay , and Calcutta , long be- 
44 fore they were pofTefled of territories, 

44 or the DuanneeJ 5 fo far clear : 44 excl.u« 

<c five of the Duamee , they have an ina« 




« lienable right to a valuable landed pof- 
“ feffion, amounting at lead to 250,0001. per 
“ annum : in addition to thefe, the whole 


“ factories and commercial eftablifhments 

in India and in the eadern feas undoub- 
“ tedly belong to them.” Of the valuable 
landed pofleffions, it will be neceflary only 
to fettle the mode of inveftigating the title, 
not for the purpofe of curtailing their rights, 
but to remove an intereded bar to the eda- 
blifhment of contain rule neceflary for the 
protection of the rights of things in India. 

It is immaterial to Great Britain whether 
the Company, after the expiration of the 
a a, fliall continue favored with their Jageer, 
or fhall hold their Zemindary of Calcutta , 
with the 24 Pergunnahs , on the conditions 
on which they were granted by the Sunnud 
or patents, in 1757, of Serajah Dowlab , 
and Meer Jaffier , Nabobs of Bengal , in 
the name of Mum Geer , the Moghul, be- 
caufe they will be fubjeCt to the fame laws 
as other Zemindars : but if they claim as 
Zemindars , not by Sunnud but by the trea¬ 
ties drawn by the Company’s fervants, and 
forced on Shah Mum, the depofed Moghul , 


ift 1765* They will, during the operation 
of the prefent ad, have either an intereft. to 
perfift in involving the definition of native 
offices and rights in obfcurity % and to 
pervert their ufes; or they muft fup'j.ort 
their claim on the exploded f pretenfions to 
territory by treaty, independent of Great 
Britain. It is impoffible to revive this quef- 
tion, ably and completely difcuffied and let- 
led by Lord North in 1769 and 1 773, with 
the fandion of Parliament. 

2. Trade. 

The realization of the territorial revenue 
renders an exelufive trade necdiary to the 
Baft-India Company, as agents of the 
date ; and the limitations to the exelufive 
trade fhould be as liberally extended as is 
compatible with the profperity of India , and 
the realization of the revenue to Great Bri¬ 
tain. The modification of rhefe interefh 
is one of the eflential objeds of the prefent 
ad. 

* Inquiry into Zemindary tenures. Dehreft t 1790. 

t Plans for Indtoy.%, 287. 



The firft ftatement of the affairs relative 
to flapping is to be made by the Diredtors 
in 1794; and every third year to the Board 
of Control, to enable it to regulate the 
freights on private trade, and render the 
limitations of the exclufive trade of the 
Eajl Indies beneficial to His Majefty’s fub- 
jedts in Great Britain and in India. 

This part of the adt, which authorifes 
future experiment, will become of impor¬ 
tance to Great Britain and to India, in pro¬ 
portion as the Commiffioners will confider 
the extent of their difcretion ; and in pro- 
* portion as the Diredtors fhall be fatisfied 
with their other clear and unincumbered 
privileges. 

It would have been very difficult at this 
time to have modified the exclufive trade 
otherwife than it appears in the adt. The 
requifitions of manufadturers during the 
agitation and arrangement of the prefent 
a£t, proved them ignorant of their own 
interefts; and if they had not been con¬ 
vinced of it themfelves, clamour would 

i .5 i} ' 
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not have died away during the progrefs of 
the ad in Parliament. 

A certain privilege of tonnage may be 
required by the Briiijb merchant, and the 
comparifon of the former charges of freight 
with thofe which may be demanded under 
the prefent ad, has b~en the general and 
natural ground of calculating the probable 
benefit of the privilege. It is, however, a 
conlideration of great political magnitude, 
and the friends of Great Britain and of the 
Company, who have information and abi¬ 
lity to comprehend the fubjed, and the de¬ 
li re progrelfively to include the interefts of 

jr 

the whole in the exercife of the di fere t ion - 
ary powers of the ad, may thereby eifen- 
tiaily lerve their country ; and from a rea- 
fonable confidence in the co-operation of 
the Oiredors with the Board of Control, 
the public'may lately and chearfully look 
to the fubjed in its real extent. 

Ihe intereft of the State and the Com¬ 
pany’s iiiterefi are naturally combined, 
1 he State very properly pays part of its 





revenues in India to the Company for its 


agency. 

Great Britain mu ft have, at all times, a 
great navy; and fo long as neighbouring 
ftates are bent on numerous fleets and hea¬ 
vy fhips, the public muft make facrifices 
and fupport the naval ftrength. Ships of 
a clafs fuperior to the neceflity of com- 
merce muft be employed to render them 
fuperior to infult; at prefent, chartered 
fhips of capacity and ftrength are employed, 
from a policy originally indifpenfable, to 
counteract the French, who, inftead of 
letting their fhips of war rot in their har¬ 
bours* employed them armes en Jiute , to 
convey merchandife. to and from India , 
forming more officers than they otherwife 
could have done, and ready, on every 
emergency, to fupport their flag as (hips 
of war. The application of the fame po¬ 
licy ought not to be out of contemplation, 
though inapplicable at the prefent moment. 

If it had appeared that freights could not 
be obtained for the prefent extent of char- 
tered fhips, either by the Company s m- 

(is h] 



veffrnent, the private trade or privilege of 
their officers, or the trade of private mer¬ 
chants taken on. board at: former exeefhve 
freights, there might have been a neccffity 
of fubjedfing the extended privilege of the 
Britijh merchants to the agency of the 
Company, 

if the freights are equal to the number 
of the Company’s flaps, (and they take 
them up in proportion as they want them) 
the immediate confequence will be, that 
the /W/h-fhipping lute reft, already fuffi- 
ciently powerful, will be greatly increafed; 
the private trade of the Company’s officers 
muff yairifh; and the value of the com¬ 
mand of the fhips will ftill farther do 
creafe, if the pafiage-money is regulated 
in a degree to be equitable to the Compa¬ 
ny’s fervants abroad; and in the mean 
time, the private trade of the merchant, 
fubjedt to the management of the Com* 
pany, (his competitor both in India and in 
Europe) will continue charged for agency 
and freight infinitely more than if the mer¬ 
chant conducted his own adventure ; con- 
fequently it may be pofhble that the fjfip- 


ping intereft, the Britijh merchant, and 
the Company’s officers, may all lole by 
the experiment, without the public of 
Great Britain and Britijh India being bene¬ 
fited. 

An experiment was made by the Gover¬ 
nor General, in 1786, in the Winterton 
Eaft Indiaman ; with what fuccefs has not 
been (fated, but mull be known at the 
India Houfe, and would afford a certain 
means of appreciating the probable fuccefs 
of the prefent meafure, fo far as relates to 
a felelt invejiment on behalf of private mer¬ 
chants. It was at that time applied to 
fave demurrage occafioned by quick voy¬ 
ages of coppered Bajl-India (hips, and to 
check foreign inveftments by private BrU 
tip capitals, and to make up the inability 
Government at that time felt of making 
fufficient or regular advances to the manu¬ 
facturers, from the critical emergencies of 
the Company’s affairs. But private trade, 
as extended by the prefent a£t, will prove 
beneficial in proportion as articles of bulk 
and inferior value can be brought into fpe- 
culation by the lownefs of freight; and it 



is difficult to afcertain why the fame privi- 
• lege might not have been granted to a li¬ 

mited tonnage, fan&ioned by Parliament, 
and licenfed by the Company to fhip-own- 
ers, bound under penalty-bonds to return, 
enter, and land the cargo at two moll 
convenient ports; one fituated on the Eaft 
Coaft of Great Britain , and one on the 
Weft Coaft; at which an officer, on the 
part of the Eajl-India Company, fhould 
refide; and, in addition to the Cuftom 
■\ Houfe, might give effett to the bonds, and 

confine the Eajl-India goods to regulations 
fimilar to thofe by which Irijh fugats ufed 
to be landed at Milford , before they could 
be imported to Ireland , directly from the 
Wejl Indies . 

Ships fo licenced would have greater 
profit from fair adventure than is poffible 
under the agency of the Company. Freights 
from a port fituated as Milford , undoubt¬ 
edly might be obtained to and from India 
at half the freight which the Company is 
allowed by the aft to take. This modifi¬ 
cation may, by confent , a rife, whenever 
ft fhall appear fatisfa&oriiy to the Com- 

iff 


jmiffioners and to the Directors, that free¬ 
dom of fpeculation and control of charges 
may be ent rafted to the merchant, without 
curtailing the privileges of the Company, 
and the control or Government. 

3. The Rights of the Subject. 

In confide ring the prefent aft, with a 
reference to the rights or profperfiy [of the 
fubjefts of the King of Great Britain in 
E .rope and in Alia, it will be fufficient to 
obferve, that the powers of the aft are 
adequate to every fair experiment. The 
Commiflioners can do almoft every thing 
which fnall appear expedient to the Direc¬ 
tors ; they can do a great deal again ft the 
opinion of the Dire&ors, fubjefl to art ap¬ 
peal to the Privy Council. I only wifti 
them to remember, what any fenfible mer¬ 
chant can tell them, that in India , or in 
England , if Britijh adventure is loaded 
with unmcejary ihackles, foreign adven¬ 
ture will be maintained by Britijh capital, 
or by Britijh adventure under foreign flags; 
and when they prepare laws for the fanction 
.of Parliament, to remember an axiom 
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which paft experience of mankind will 
confirm, and which Mr. Grant more than 
once has held forth ; 64 Should reftri&ive 
“ laws, unaccompanied by reafon, be 
“ written in blood, and Minos himfelf be 
“ the Judge, they will be as the dead let-. 
“ ter of tyranny, oppofed by bold necef- 
fity, or eluded by the timid craft and 
“ villany of llavery.” 


I fhall now proceed to Hate the docu¬ 
ments by which my opinion is guided ; 
and there can be no imputation of intended 


guile, when I only folicit the patient pe 

^ufal and deliberate judgement of the pub 
lie. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


AT is believed that- the practical rules of 
Tlppoo Sultaun are the moll: accurate deli¬ 
neation. of the modern Mahomedan govern¬ 
ment that has appeared; a MS. copy of 
thefe Regulations were fent to me laft 
year, before they were printed. ' The firfl 
Ihips of this year brought me a printed 
copy, by which fome errors of the MS. 
have been corrected. It appears that the 
original was obtained for Colonel John $ 
Murray during the Coimbatore campaign, 
and that B. Crifp , Efq. tranflated it. 

I reprint the Dedication prefixed to the 
Calcutta edition ; and although anonymous 
panegyric is often impertinent, I cannot, 
as one of the public, make my acknow¬ 
ledgements to Colonel yohn Murray for 
this extra-official political curiofity, with¬ 
out alfo bearing my anonymous tribute of 
praife and regard to that diflinguifhed 
fervant of the Company. . The annual 
parliamentary accounts are evidence of the 
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acy and regularity of the mill tar 
ind at the fame time oblige me t 
: the inefficacy of the prefent pi 
ie civil auditor to .uitorce ecpu&l p 
in the accounts of the civil d 
ts of Bntijh India . 
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The Iran flat Qr* f Dedication to Colonel John 
Murray,; Military Auditor General in the 
■ :; ''rEaft Indies. 


DEAR SIR, 


J 

13l * 


HAVE now the pleafure to fend you 
the tranflation of Tipp, (io's Regulation s* 

It is unfortunate, that after an unremit¬ 
ting Search, l have not been able to meet 
with a (ingle perion in Calcutta fufficientl 
converfant in the Teiing or Malabar dir 
lefts, to give me explanations, fuch a 
I could rely upon, of the provincial term 
; ' hr:t c in aim-oil every article. Diftp 
pointed in this retpea, 1 thought it beft u 
copy thole terms from the original, and t< 
fubjoin notes, containingfuck exp .ion 
of them as, from die context, it appear 
to me they would bear. We may, hmv 
ever, in a fh.ort time hence expedf to ohta.it 
more accurate information from fom'e Eu 
ropean gentlemen, pr natives of this conn- 




try, who have traverfed the Sultauri s do¬ 
minions with our victorious army, and 
who probably will return here with Lord 
Cornwallis. Whenever that time comes, I 
fhall be very happy to revife the tranfla- 
tion, and to correct any error that may 
have arifen from mifconception, as well as 
to add the explanation of fuch terms as I 
have not now ventured to hazard a con- 
jeCture upon. 

I remain, 

Dear Sir, &c, &c. 
Calcutta, B. CRISP. 

June i, 1792. 

t • > ’r 

P. S. The Perjian copy of the Regula¬ 
tions, from which this tranfLtion has been 
made, bears the impreffion of the SultaurC s 
feal, with the words Teepoo Suit am. Seycd 
Mahommed certifies that he revifed them ; 
they appear to have been regiftered in the 
office of Govind Roy, belonging to the De¬ 
mean of the Huzzoor , on the 2d month of 
the firft month Ahmudee , in the year Delo , 
/. e . on the 2d of the firfl month of the 
40th year of the Cycle. 
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The following Explanation will cl ... 
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§ T '|( T^t . -f » , 

JL fib, technical terms enp 
poo Sultaun in the Myjbre, are evidently a 
mixture of new denominations, engrafted 
on the Moghul and li;ndoo iyftem, in the 
Decan; it appears contrary to his 
to continue more of the ancient terms than 
are absolutely neceflary to make himfelf 
intelligible to the different people whom 
htS father had conquered, and united in. 
one kingdom.^.-, .-.^he following -explanation 
of ieveral of thefe terms was lately given 
me by a mend., who had been more than 
once over the My fore country : 


Article Aumtf the manager of the 
diftrift, and receiver of the revenue as a 
govern meat officer. 


Reyuts, Tuft-eels.) Wuriegans » are differ- 

y* 9 . 

‘~at names for farmers of a iuperior cials, 


c Iviii ] §L 

U.j . • V ’ v • H ■•■•y , t i V 

Wurtegan is a Canary term ; Kujbah means 
any village. 

Art. 2. Cowle means a declaration that 
the Reyuts to whom it is addrefled are in 
the favour of Government, and under the 
protection of the law. 

• . , y y ' p 1 * * * 

% 

Art. 5. ‘Teagecaur is Taajkaur, a collec¬ 
tor of cuftoms. Putted is a government 
officer. Every village has one Putted to 
ten Reyuts , or thereabout; and a Putted 
for the whole village, who has, at times, 
the fuperintendance of the police. 

Art. t 2. Ahajhaum are troops employed 
in the fervice of the Aumil , to aid in col¬ 
lecting the revenue. 

Art. 14. 'Tallaub is rightly explained. 

Art. 17. Nukhood is a fmall grain, of 
which they make bread. 

Coolty is a pulfe, commonly called graln^ 
on which horfes are fed. 

Moot is Doll , or peafe. 

< i l 
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Art. ai;' Turcmrer means alio efailent 

pilpif. Iffll#?' i|®i' 

Art. aj. The reafoii 

is directed to be paid to Sikakmhee is.,' that 
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Art. 30. The Jmnmabundy account con- 
*m*s, 1 .ft, the name of the Reyut ; 2d, the 
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1 he Warn Bakee account contains the 


utuauces due, and the cafualties of the year. . 
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. The Derra Sultaunee is a niea- 
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[opted by Tippoo. Sultmnee, 
its, means beiooinns- to 
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The feveral denominations in this arti¬ 
cle were formerly given to parcels of land 
held under various tenures by the officers 
of the ancient Hindoo government. 


Art. 34. Tumgha land is an hereditary 


er. 


Art. 35. Mutfuddy , an accountant. 

Art. 36. Mokuddum , in Perjian , is fyno- 
nitnous with Putteel in Tehnga . 

Art. 39. Kijlbundy is an abftraft of the 
Kijls , or inflalments. 

Jiuhul is an Hircarrah . 

A rt. 42. Dewan Cutchery is the principal 
Cutchery or office of bufinefs for the pro¬ 
vince. fokurree Cutchery is a fubordinate 
diftrift Cutchery . 

Art. 46. Bek is a Ser, or meafure. 

Art. 47. Naikwar is an officer of Coon - 


iaf u - 


' ar °* matchlock Peons ; Tififioo's fa¬ 
ther was, early in life, a Natiwar. 

Matchlock Peons are frequently employed 
to com pel the R&yuts to pay the it •irrM-c 
to that tney become mftrum mtS' of opprel- 
hon in the hands of the Putted- 

Art * 4.8, emu is the name of the Au- 


mlV s mdfemrer. 

O 


or the 


Avt 50. Zmdigee means 
Reyut's family and .relations who may have 
furvivejd him, as well as his effects. 


Ar 


f f» /*% „ x ,,. . y 

K* «% A 


* >x " ot oh . warn 13 a Canary term. 


•Jsk Pokhta , a full meafure. 


Dujfut\ the accountant's office. 
Alt * 57- AH'fc or C««fe* is gram. * 


he is the 


Art 58. Pitifhexrs oudit to oe 


?f/’s dep 


r'mc*r \ 


Munmcaur is Sfe, f 


l & a ffi 1 &n inferior ./lutuiL 



Art. 59. Sithee is Siddee, &• merchant. 

Wutug is fy nonimous with Putted. 

Cotwaul is the officer who regulates, or 
rather enforces the regulations for the Ba¬ 
zars or markets. 

Art. 70. Qultijlaim ought to be Chrijiaun . 

Art. 77. A Burrh tree is a Banian, 

A Neem tree is a Murgcza. 

Art. 78. Duba is a cylinder. 

Kuhuttee , I do not know. 

Art. 79. The Kunteeroy , an old My fore 
coin. 

Art. 91. Stable Horfe are cavalry, the 
horfes of which belong to the government. 
The Sair Horfe belong to the riders, who 
receive a certain allowance for man and 

horie. The Rfaladar , or Colonel of a re* 

’ 
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giment of Stable Horfe. The Jemadar , 
chief officer of the Sair. 


Art. 97. Derogba has the charge of ma¬ 
gazines and {lores. 

Art. 99. Diflridls upon the coafl of Ma¬ 
labar* 

4P 

. . 

Zmdlganee , live flock, family effe&s, &c. 


Art. 104. Milik-a-Tajar, head of the 
merchants. 

Seethee is Siddy. 

Art. 124. Irfaulnameh 

. 

Art. 126. Two books upon morality, 
written in Perfian. 




THE 


<SL 

MYSOREAN REVENUE 

REGULATIONS 

To be obferved by the prefent and future An- 
mils and Serijhtadars of the fecond DfriSl 
of Waumloor , dependent on the Cutchery 
of Awulpatam. 


Art. i. 1 HE Autnil (hall proceed to the 
diflrift, and taking thefe regulations, the feal 
of office, and the table of fees and eftablifh- 
ments, &c. along with him, {hall feat him- 
felf in the Cutcheny; and having called 
before him the Reyuts , Putt eels; Wurykauns *, 
&c. inhabitants of the Kujbahf , fhall pre¬ 
fent them with the Leaf J of conciliation . 



2. On the commencement of the year 
he fhall give Cowle § to all the Reyuts and 


* The orthography of this word is indiftinft in 
the original. 

f The principal town of a diilrift. 


X Beetle. 

§ A promife or 
an inferior. 


engagement from a fuperior to 

B 





refpe&able inhabitants of the diflridl', and 
encourage them to cultivate the lands. He 
fha.il alfo afcertam in what Reyuts'' houfes 
there are a number of men, and but few 
ploughs ; and having enquired into the 
circumftances of fuch Reyuts , flaall oblige* 
thofe who are in good circumstances to 
increase the number of their ploughs ; and 
in order to enable the Reyuts who are needy 
to purchafe ploughs and to cultivate the 
lands, he Shall give Tuccavee *, at the rate 
of three or four pagodas for every plough, 
taking Security for the repayment. This 
Tuccavee is to be collected from them again 

in one or two years. 

h # , ' $/> ! !>;• V' ' 

The following rules are to be attended 
to in parcelling out the land for cultiva¬ 
tion : An equal proportion of lands which 
are dry or watered, and of thofe winch are 
I/araf or H/ffa Shall be equally distri¬ 
buted for cultivation amongft the old and 

% Advances of MjjRey. 

f The fame as the Theda lands of Bengal, 
which are leafed to Reyuts at a fixed rent. 

X The fame as the Bhavra lands in Bengal, tor 
which the cultivator does not pay any fixed tax; 
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new Reyuis ; and when a Reyut fows one 
Khundee of feed in a certain quantity of 
Ijara land, he (hall fow one Khundee and 
eight Kuros in the fame extent of Hijfa 
land. An account of the increafe and de¬ 
ficiency of the produce fhall be made out 
annually, and according to the Cowle the 
revenue fhall be taken in money; or where 
fuch fhall be the cuftom, the half of the 
produce fhall be given up to the Reyuts , 
and the other half be retained as the fhare 
of the fovereign. Care mufl be taken that 
the Hijfa land is to be well manured ; and 
whoever cultivates a greater quantity of 
land of this defcription than may have 
been allotted to him purfuant to this rule, 
fhall continue to do fo; but if lefs, he fhall 
be compelled to cultivate the full proportion. 

4. Throughout the villages, wherever 
there is ground fit for the purpofe, the 
Reyuts , &c. fhall be urged to extend the 
cultivation of fugar cane; and in fuch 
villages where the Putteels and Sbamboges* 

but the produce of the land, whatever it may be, is 
fhared between him and the Rajah or Zemindar. 

* Accountants. ; } 
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from obftinacy fail to do fo, they lhall be 
fubjecied to a double tax, calculated upon 
the quantity of fugar cane which may 
have been produced in another village. 

5. The Puttcels t Teagccaurs , and others, 
have for a long time fraudulently avoided 
paying the full revenue of Government 
lands : tins is to be inquired into, and the 
lands are to be meafured, and they are to 
be afiefied like other Reyuts, 1 lie Reyuts 
are not to plough the lands of the Putt eels ; 
but the Putteds lhall themfelves plough 
them. If any Puttee!, &c. lhall in future 
employ Reyuts to till his ground, the 
whole of the produce lhall be taken by 
Government, 

6. Lands which have been cultivated 
for a length of time by the Shamfoges, 
{hall ne refumed, and be delivered over to 
other Reyuts to cultivate; and if fuch 
Shamboges lhall defire to have other land 
given to them in lieu of their wages, land 
which is lying wade lhall be given to 

; V '(■ .(WPy : ' .-V,: 

* Revenue Officers. 
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them ; if they do not afk for land, they 
hull receive their wages in money, accord¬ 
ing to the eftablifhed rate. 

. Reyuts , &c. belonging to the Ijara 
lands, who are connected with the Sham - 
boges, often avoid paying the full reve¬ 
nue. St rift enquiry mu ft be made into 
this abufe, and it muft be corrected by im- 
pofing upon them the eftabliftied rate of 
afifeflment: and no relaxation muft be al¬ 
lowed of in the obfervance of this rule, 
upon any account. 

8. Two Mozas * (hall not be farmed to 
the fame perfon : one Moza only ftiall be 
given in farm to one perfon; and previoufly 
to this being done, an accurate lift of all 
the old and new inhabitants, and an ac¬ 
count of the grofs receipts, ftiall be made 
out, according to which the leafe fhall be 
granted, and a Mochulka + be taken. If a 
farmer, neglecting the cultivation of his 
farm, and luffering the lands to lie wafte, 
ftiall impofe fines upon the Reyuts , and 

M 

* Villages. f Security Bond. 
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nuke undue exactions from them to enable 
mm to fulfil his own engagements, he (hail 
be made to pay to Government the amount 
of fuch undue exa&ions, over and above 
the ftipulated rent. Meafures mu ft alfo in 
future be adopted to prevent any perion 
from levying oppreliive fines, 6cc. from 
the Reyuts; and defaulters in this relpedt 
fhall be made to pay the amount of fuch 
exa&ion$, and be moreover fined them- 

felves. 

9 . The Amid* of a diftrld fhall make 
a circuit through all the villages under his 
authority> and agreeably to the Mochulka 
entered into by him, diftribute the aflfeiT- 
ment upon the Reyuts according to the pro¬ 
duce railed; and if by fuch means he can 
code® fufficient to fulfil his engagements, 
well and good; but if, on the contrary, he 
fhall farm out the Moms to Putieeh and 
others, and occasion deficiency, he fhall 
make good fuch deficiency himfelf. If the 
Put teds and others fhould, by want of at¬ 


tention 


fail to realize the. diftributed affcfi 


* Superintendant. 



merit, he fhall infihfc corporal punifhment '* 
upon the Put feels and Sbamboges, and oblige 
them to make i t good, 

.i,/ '!v"v • > 1 ■ ’ 4$ 

ro. In cafe deficiency a rife s in the fum 
engaged for, the Aumil fhall procure new 
Reyuis , whom he fhall provide with new 
ploughs, and by advancing Tucavce fo 
them, enable them to complete the culti¬ 
vation, fo that the amount fpeciiied in the 
engagement be realized. And if, on the 
contrary, he fhall difeharge the amount of 
his engagement by levying fines and undue 
exa&ions, fiuch fines and exadions fhall 
not be allowed to go towards the difeharge 
of his engagement, and he fhall be drill 
compelled to make good the deficiency 
which will have arifen thereupon, 

11. A Put feel has been attached to every 
village from times of old; wherever it 
happens that the perfon holding this office 
is unfit for it, another who is capable fhall 
be chofen from amongft the Reyuis , and 
be appointed to it; and the former Putted 

# Pfadlifed under the Company’s Government, aifo. 
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fhall be reduced to the condition of a 


Reyut , and be made to work at the plough; 
and the bufinefs of the office of Putt eel 
fhall be made over to the new one. 

12. The Shamboges of the Athoonce and 
Ahajhaum * fhall not be employed in the di¬ 
rection of affairs, nor fhall farms of villages 
be given to them, but they Ihall only be 
employed in keeping accounts. If it fhould 
appear that any thing contrary to this rule 
is praCtifed, you + will have to anfwer 
for it. 

13. The Reyuts of each village fhall de¬ 
cide amongft themfelves all difputes which 
may arife amongft them refpeCting caft, 
and the inhabitants of other villages fhall 
not interfere therein. A breach of this is 
to be punifhed by fine. 

. • 

14. In the diftriCl above mentioned there 

* The Ahajhaum is fuppofed to mean the houfe- 


hold of the fovereign. 

t The officer to whom the order is addrefled. 
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are feveral Tallaub r*, the produce whereof 
is fjfifja +. The Aumll ihall go hirnfeJc 
and fee that the lands are not left unculti¬ 
vated, and that the produce be increafed; and 
when the produce is ready he ihall attend in 
perfon, and having feen the grain threihed, 
(hall take the half of it for Government, 

15. Land which has lain fallow ten 
years Ihall be delivered to Reyuts to culti¬ 
vate, upon Cowle y the iiril year they {hall 
be exempt from paying any revenue, and 
the fecond year they (hall only pay half of 
the cuftomary afleffment; but the third 
year the full amount thereof ihall be col¬ 
lected from them. Land which is barren, 
mountainous, and rocky, ihall alio he given 
to the Reyuts to cultivate; and the ilrft 
year they ihall be entirely exempted from 
the payment of revenue; the fecond year 
they ihall be aileiled at only a fourth of 
the ufual rate ; and the third year at one 
half; but the fourth year they ihall be af- 

* Tallauks , I imagine, here means low rrurihy 
trails. { •> • ■ 

t Shared equally between the fovereign and the 
cultivator. 



feffed at the full rate. The fame rule is 
to be obferved with refpe£t to lands of the 
above defcriptions, the produce of which is 
fharcd between Government and the Reyut . 



* 


16. If a Reyut fhould offer to farm a 
Moza upon an annually increafiug afiefl- 
ment, and it fhall appear that the Moza , 
which is in a ruinous condition, may be 
brought into a flourifhing flate by cultiva¬ 
tion, a Cowle of three years fhall be granted 
to the cultivator for that purpofe, and from 
the fourth year the terms of the leafe fhall be 
fixed according to the produce of the lands. 

1 7. The cultivation of Nukhood, Coolty , 
and Moot*, muff be encouraged to the 
utmoft, and Cowle be given to the Reyuts 
for that purpofe. 



18. Wheat and barley are very little 
cultivated in the difhid:. It is therefore 
ordered, that in villages where it has never 
been fown, lands which are aflefled at five 
pagodas, fhall, upon their being cultivated 

$$ 

* Different kinds of pulfe. 

r* * • v 
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with wheat and barley, be aflellec! at four 
pagodas only, until the fourth year, when ■ 
the afleffraent fhali be impofcd at the nfual 
rats. And in villages, where thefe arti¬ 
cles are produced, the cultivation, of them 
fhali be encouraged by giving Cowk to the 
Reyuis., 

ip. ft is forbidden throughout the de¬ 
pendencies of this Government to plant 
Bang » and the Reyuts mull: be informed, 
that whoever fhali plant this fhrub is to be 
fined. If any Bang ffiould be remaining 
of laft year’s growth, or .(hall have been 
•brought in from other countries by traders, 
a duty fhali be levied upon it of double the 
fixed rate ; and whoever fhali by Health 
plant Bang behind their hotifes or in their 
gardens, fhali be filed. 

20. Let 200 trees of the Mango and 
other choice fruits be planted on ibrne of 
the befl ground in every village, and be 
taken particular care of; and let report be 
made of them to the Huzzoor 

': yi ' ''v '"” 

’ M 'Mmt ? * '' K ‘ - 

f laterally the Prefencs, the Sovereign. 
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21. If any perfon take pofleffion of de- 
ferted* plantations of Beetle-nut and Co¬ 
coa-nut trees, &c. in the diftrift, and fhall 
not pay the Kundaya -}- thereof to Govern¬ 
ment, fuch plantations, upon difcovery 
being made of them, (hall be fequeflered, 
and people fhall be employed on the part 
of Government to cultivate them properly, 
io that the number of fruit trees, ‘Turcar- 
ree\, &c. may be increafed. The particu¬ 
lars of the trees fhall be entered in an ac¬ 
count, and the Muhujfool || thereof be de¬ 
livered to Government, and be entered in 
the offices. There are alfo many perfons 
who poffefs plantations without paying 
rent, in all fuch cafes, whenever it fhall 
become known, they are to be affefled like 
other Reyuts . You are alfo to take a fhare 
of the Tuccavee , &c. or whatever grows 
under the fruit trees. 



* In the original Bey-wawris , which, though 
literally meaning heirlefs, I imagine, in its prefent 
application, fignifies deferted. 

f The revenue paid to Government. 

X All greens that come under the denomination 
of pot-herbs. 

|| Produce. 


22. The whole of the Rofin, Aloes- 
wood, Lack, Wax, and Darhmer, pro¬ 
duced in die difinT, is to be relerved with 
great: care, and no improper confumptiou. 
thefe articles is to be allowed of; but: 
riers are to be employed to tranfport the 


of 
carrier 


... 

whole of it to Agran Vuttun * ; and in fu¬ 
ture, throughout the diftrid, proper fpots 
of ground are to be chofen in every village. 


2©oo pine and faul trees are to be 


planted and taken the utmoft care of; and 
if there are any trees of thefe description! 
within the tenements of the Reyuts, a price 
is to be fixed upon the produce of them, 
which is to be purchafed, and the price fo 
fixed is either to be fet off againft the 
Reyul\ rent, or to be paid to him in ready 
money ; and of thele articles not one atom 


is to be fuffered to go out of the country. 




-1 


23. Trees of Teak-wood ancLAcacia, the 


m 


wood of Which is required by Government 
for making the wheels of gun-carriages. 
See. are not to be felled ; when they are 
wanted for the ferv.ige of Government, an 

* The magazines of Seringapatam. 
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order from the Huzzoer is to be obtained, 
upon which they are to be cut down. 
Wherever the feed of the Teak tree is to 
be met with it muft be obtained, and du¬ 
ring the rainy feafon it muft be fown on 
the banks of rivers, and at the bottoms of 
hills, fo that the quantity of thefe timbers 
may increase. 



24. Throughout the diftriCt wherever 
there are Sandal trees which have come to 
perfection, they are to be cut down, and 
the ftems’, roots, and branches of them, 
are to be collected together, and an account 
having been taken of them, fpecifying 
their weight, they are to be tranfported to 
Agran Puttun. It is alfo ordered that San- 
' dal wood fhall be planted in great quan¬ 
tities, wherever good ground is met with, 
watered by running ftreams, rivers, and 
rivulets; and no perfon fhall be permitted 
to cut down a fingle Sandal tree without 
the order of the Huzzoor , and if any one 
fhould by ftealth do fo, he fhall be fined 
in the fum of 500 rupees. 


2^. You are to colled all the Tamarind 







and Khiar Dijhtee , that is to fay, Sikakauh- 


tee in your diftrift, whether on planta¬ 
tions or in the woods, excepting what may 
be produced within the tenements of the 
Reyuts , which you are not to touch. 

• 

26. Reyuts who fhall make new plan- ! 
tations of Beetle-leaf, fhall only be fub- 
je&ed to pay half the ufual tax during 
the firft three years; but from the fourth - 
year they fhall be put upon the fame foot¬ 
ing as other planters. 



27. Reyuts who fhall make new plan¬ 
tations of Beetle-nut trees fhall be ex¬ 
empt from the payment of any tax du¬ 
ring the fir ft five years; from the fixth 
year they fhall be aftefled at half the efta- 
blifhed rate, until the trees bear fruit, from 
which time they fhall pay the full efta- 
blifhed tax, or fhare the produce, as may 
be the cuftom. 



* Sikakauhtee, a plant of the genus memofa afperata , 
the feed and leaves of which being bruifed, or made 
into flour, is ufed in wafhing the hair.and body.. 
The plant itfelf is covered with ftrong prickles, 
and is made ufe of to fence inclofures. 
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28. Whoever makes new plantations 
of Cocoa-nut trees fhall be exempt from 
the payment of any tax for the fir it four 
years; the fifth year he fhall pay one 
half of the eftablifhed tax ; arid the fixth 
year the whole, or a lhare of the produce, 
as may be the cuftom; and during four 
years, whatever quantity of tfurcaree is 
produced in thefe plantations fhall be given 
up to the Reyuts. 

29. An account fhall be taken of all the 
houfes of the Reyuts, &c. of all cajh 
throughout your diftrict, fpecifying the 
names of the villages, the number of 
oloup'hs, the quantity of feed (own, and 
of land tilled; the number of workmen, 
their families and children; with their 
various cqfts and occupations. In forming 
thefe accounts, great precaution is to be 
oblervecl, to prevent its creating any alarm 
amongft the Reyuts . Every year the in- 
creafe or diminution of agriculture and 
population is to be obferved in- the man¬ 
ner following : The Shamboges of the 
villages are to prepare and tranfmit the ac* 
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counts to the Simp *, and the Shamboges 
of the Simp are to form the complete ac¬ 
count, and tranfmit it to the Aumil of the 
diflridt, who is to prepare one general 
ftatement, giving a full view of the popu¬ 
lation and cultivation of the country, and 
depofit it in his Cutchery; from whence it 
is to be forwarded to the Huzzoor ; and as 
the month of Zeehuje is appointed for the 
infpedtion of thefe accounts at the Huzzoor, 
they mult be depofited in the Cutchery in 
the month of Rumzaun. It will be proper 
when you commence the numeration of 
the houfes and inhabitants, to give it out, 
that the purpofe for which you are come 
to their houfes is to fee whofe expences 
exceed their means, and to affift fuch per- 
fons with advances of 'Tuccavee: in this 
manner you are to get the numeration ef- 
fedted. 

30. The month of Rumzaun of every 
year is fixed for the inflection of the Wajil- 
bakee and Jummabundy accounts of your 

* The fame as Turrujf,\ in Bengal, one of the 
fubdivilions of a diftridh ;>■ 


diffna; you are. therefore to be careful 
that thefe accounts are prepared and tranl- 
nutted to your Cutcliery hi the month of 


hhabmm. 

31. After the end of the year the Aumli\ 
Seriflrtadars, and Shamboges , ihali go through 
the diftri6t to every village, and iliall take 
a particular account, of the meafurement 
•of the lands by the derm fultaunee % fpeci- 
fying the quantity of land appertaining to 
each village* and how many lubs (each tub 
containing 82 derrahsj have been town by 
one Khundee of feed,—All0 the quantity of 
land covered by tanks, rivers, and dreams, 
together with the lands of the Deoftaunf and 
the ’Bramlmk The ILniiutn lands, public 
roads, gardens, See. diilinguilhing the cul¬ 
tivated and the wafle, the watered and the 
dry, as alfo the fo.il, whether of the firft, 
iecond, third, or fourth, quality. More¬ 
over, what quantity of grain is' produced 
in. each from one Khundee of feed, with a 


* - For the explanation of this and the other mea- 
lures which follow, fee articles' 74 and 76. 
f Hindoo pagodas. 'iJTi 
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fpecification of the revenue, or the fhare of 
produce which it yields. This account . is 
to be taken down in the prefence of the 
Reyuts , from whom a Mochulha is to be 
taken ; and agreeably thereto a general ac¬ 
count of the lands of all the villages in the 
diftridt, according to the ftandard of mea- 
furement above fpecified, is to be prepared, 
and every year tranfmitted to the Hu%%oor 
and to your Cutchery, and you are alfo to 
keep a copy thereof in your own office. 

4 

* 

32. If, at the time when the above ac¬ 
count is forming, the Shamboges and others, 
from apprehenfion of the difcovery of their 
defalcations, fhall inftigate the Reyuts to 
throw obftacles in the way of its being 
done, and they be detected, they fhall be 
feverely reprehended and fined. 

33. All lands under the denomination of 
Inaumaut , (excepting the Deojlaun and the 
lands of Bramins) and all lands under the 
denominations of Kutcodukee *, Aoluk Mau- 
num , Meerkunthee, Jofee , Bhut-'wurtee , Too.- 

m V • 

* The orthography of tfiefe words is uncertauu 
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tee, Tuallarufs, &c. appertaining to the vil¬ 
lages, (hall be brought into the meafure- 
merit, and lhall be included in the Jumnur, 
and the Inamaui lands which are to be con- 

m 

tinned to the proprietors, (hall be written 
off again ft the Jumna in the accounts. 
Whoever is under engagement to perform 
fee vice, Inch fervice lhall be exacted from. 


34, Putteeh and others, have made tanks, 
wells, ponds, nulks, at their own ex¬ 
pellee, and the land taken up by fuch 
tanks, Set. is held by them as Enaum Kui- 
codukee, This Enaum (hall be continued 
to them, but they fhall be obliged to keep 
fuch tanks, &c. in repair ; Government 
lhall not have to repair them.—‘They (hall 
alfo be made to dig up the mud from tl ,e 
tanks, &e. and embank them therewith. 
If an Enaumdar has not the means to re¬ 
pair a tank which is gone to ruin, it. lhall 
be done by Government, and a yearly ai- 
ieftment, proportioned to the expence of 
the repair, dial! be levied upon the Enaum- 
dar . The Tutngha lands ,.pf forts and cal- 




aw 
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ties, and the borders of inclofed villages, 
fhall be continued as ufual. 


35. The following rule is to be obferved 
in making the repairs of fuch tanks, wells, 
nullas, &c. as immediately belong to Go¬ 
vernment. 


The Aumil, Mutfuddy , and Hircarrahs , 
fhall go and infpedt the tanks, &c. them- 
felves; and in making the repairs fhall be 
particularly attentive to the advantage of 
Government, and to the increafe of the 
produce. A particular account of the mea- 
furement of the work repaired, by the efta- 
blifhed ftandard, fhall be kept in the offices 
of the Mutfuddies and Shamboges of the 
villages; and the wages of the workmen 
fhall be paid to them, taking their receipts 
for it. Buffaloes fhall be ufed for convey¬ 



ing the mud for embanking the tanks every 
year, and an account fhall be kept by the 
Shamboges of the quantity of mud thrown 
every day round every tank. 


36. If any perfon fhall, at his own ex¬ 
pence, dig tanks, wells, See. throw up 

{ V t .*< ; 
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ramparts, build fmall forts or battions, or 
people a village," upon its being afcertained 
from the Mokuddums * and cultivators upon 
the fpot, a. quantity of ground (in fixing 
which you are to be regulated by the cub- 
tom of the place) (hall be given to him as 
Imwmkut coduke e ; and if no finch cuiloiu 
fhall prevail at the place in queftiotq '■'■in¬ 
quiry (hall be made at the villages round 
about, and land be given to him as hmum t 
according to what may be found to be the 
- curtom in thole villages. 

In your dsdrift, the period fixed for 
the payment of a Kijt \ is: four months ; 
and from the beginning to the end of the 
year, the whole of the coileffions are to 
be made in three Kffis 9 and after deduff ion 
being made of the charges, the money is 
to be lent to your Cutchery,' and a receipt 
to be taken for it. A t the commencement 
of the month of JVaujyle Bhauderpud 
you are to adjuft the accounts of th c R.eyuts^ 
and by the end of that month the Whole 


* Principal Reyuts. f Inftalment. 

* The 6th month of the par. Vide Art, 123. 
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of the revenue mu ft be collected and paid 
in to Government, 

38. It is ordered, that in. a difirift which 
.pays. 10,000 pagodas, whenever 500 pa- 

srodas fhall have been collected, they fhall 
be immediately remitted to the Cutchery. 
You will obferve what is the JuMmahmdy 
of your di(drift; and accordingly as the 
money is colle&ed, you will remit it to 
your Cutchery, 

39. You are to require the farmers of 
villages to tran.fmit their rents- according 
to the K'jjUundy? under charge offukuls*; 
and if they fail to do fo, you are to repri¬ 
mand them, and put others in their places. 

40. liircarrahs who are employed to 
prefs workmen, frequently ufe them ill, 
and extort money from them.—-This mud; 
be inquired into, and forbid 5 men are to be 
prefled for the iervice at Government, 
only; and if the Hircarrabs ufe -them ill, 

* The fame as Pykes, u e. Revenue peons. 
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or take money from them, they iliall be 
punifhed. 



41. The Aumil , Serijhiadars , and Sham- 
hoges , fhall attend at the Cutchery of Go¬ 
vernment from nine o’clock in the morning 
till five o’clock in the evening, and do their 
buhnefs. They may then go to their 
homes, but they are to return to the Cut¬ 
chery at eight o’clock in the evening, and 
remain there till three in the morning; in 
which time they fhall prepare and complete 
the accounts of the day, and having fealed 
and figned the accounts, fhall tranfmit 
them to the Huzzoor and to their Cutchery; 
they may then retire to reft. 


One Putteel or Shamboge of a village 
fhall not vifitat the houfe of another. No 
public officers fhall tranfafl: bufinefs in 
their own houfes, but only at the cutchery. 
Monthly accounts fhall be tranfmitted to 
their refpedtive Cutcheries, and the ftate of 
the diftrid fhall be reported every week. 

42. Whenever commiflions or orders of 
Government fhall be ilfu^d from the Dewan 


**a 
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of your Cutchery,. at - the Huzzoor , and 
the Tokuree Cutchery, immediate obedience 
{hail be paid to them* on pain of the dif- 
pleafure of Government. 



4jl The Rtyuts of villages are accuftomed 
to expend their money upon travellers, and 
in celebrating feftivais : they are now for¬ 
bid to fpend their money upon travellers; 
audit is ordered that when are deilrous 

of expending money in this way, they dial), 
only be allowed to expend one pagoda out 
of one hundred in every village ; there is 


no occation for them to {pend more 


44. You are to lee that the people be¬ 
longing to the Athoonee are regularly mu* 
ilered, and are to pay them their wages into 
their own hands, according to the .eftablifit¬ 
ment : Houlcundayah land fhali not be given 
them.—-[Here follows a repetition of the 
6th article.] 


45. At the time of making the Jumma- 
bundy of the diflrifl, fuitable dreifes fhall 


be pmfrated to thdZeyuts and Putteels , See* 
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the coll of which will be palled in the 
accounts, 

46. For keeping the accounts of the dif- 
triift, the Serifitadars and Shamboges are to 
be allowed the daily expenditure of one 
quire of coarfe paper, and one dek of lamp 
oil. Whatever is really expended out of 
this allowance, fhall be palled in the ac¬ 
counts : the Shamboges are to take care in 
future, not to write upon kirrii *; accounts 
written upon paper will be attended to ; 
and not accounts written upon kirrit . 

47. The Naikwars of the Coondachar 
take bribes from the Puiieels , &c. and be¬ 
come fecurities for them to Government; 
it is now forbidden to accept of the Naik- 
wars as fecurity, the fecurity of refpe&ablc 
Putteels and Shamboges is to be taken, 

48. AumihSerifhtadars , Shamboges, &c. 
when they vilit the villages, have been ac- 
cullomcd to take Aloofa\, See. from the 
Reyuts. There is no need to do this in fu- 



* Palm leaves. f Diet money* 
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ture ; and whoever (hall mnfgrefs in.this 
refped, (hall fall 'under the mipleahire of 
Government. There is alio no occaiioa 
to fhpply with fuel, &c, th c Oolkees who 
are lent by Government to colled the 
Tullub: neither is there oecafiorr for the 
Reyuts to give fuel..■:&c. to your people who . 
sro into the villages to colled money : the 
FttUeeh of the villages are to be.. ftriclly 
enjoined to prevent the eorilumptioii of 
firewood * : if any per Ion final! expend this 
article, the Aumil ihiiil be made to account 
fbr.it. . 

■ 1 'fy,, . fb i 

49. After the Aumil fit all have a'rrived 
in the difind, if, owing to his opprefiion, 
airy of the Reyuts who were in the conntry,. 
upon his arrival (haj-i-^bfeond, the Aumil 
fhah be made to pity twenty pagodas for 
every plough of a relpedahle Reyut who lias 
fled, and ten pagodas for every plough of 
the poor Reyut. 

50. You are to afeertam from whom ba¬ 
lances of former years are due * from thole' 

* Suppofed to mekff ' firewood laid tip for the. 
public lev via:. ' 


who have the means to pay, you are to 
enforce the payment of the full amount, 
and from fuch as are poor, you are to re¬ 
ceive payment by inftallments *—Reyuts who 
have fled the country are to be encouraged 
to return, and the balances due from them 
are to be recovered by gentle means ; and 
where balances are due from Reyuts who are 
dead, you are to recover it from their Zm- 
dlgee *, if they had any ; and if not, you 
are to take a Mochulkaf from thcPutteels and 
Reyuts of the village, and write them off in 
your accounts. 

51. If anyperfon fhall deliver in a flate- 
ment containing charges of corruption 
againft the former or prefent Aumils , Se- 
rijhtadars , Shamboges , &c., or againft the 
farmers or Putteels , the parties fhall be made 
to appear, and the money fhall be recovered 
fron> them. If any altercation arifes, refe- 

* Suppofed to fignify property, or the means of 
fubfi fiances. 

f Means here V certificate that the deceafed left 
no property; or an obligation to apply the property 
that fhall afterwards be difcovered, to the liquidation 
of the arrears of rent. r 
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be made to the Huzzoor and^to 
your Cutchery; and whatever directions 
may be iffued from thence fhail be obeyed* 
If in future, upon itich charges being pre¬ 
ferred, you fhail conceal and not examine 
them, and it fhould come to the knowledge 
of the Huzzoor and be proved, you fhail not 
only be made to pay the money in question, 
but alfo be fined. 


wm 


52. There are many Koruchywaurs , 
thieves, and highway robbers, in your di- 
ftridt; you are to find them out and appre¬ 
hend them, with their women and children; 
and having feledted from them all the young- 
boys and girls w ho are wanted by Govern¬ 
ment as haves, you fhail provide them with 
a fuitable allowance for their diet, at the 
rate of one feer of rice and one pice per day, 
one with another, and fend them with great 
care, under charge of the Kelladar , to the 
Huzzoor ; the remainder, $611 fhail canfe to be 
bound by the waif! with ropes, and employ 
them in carrying earth for the iervice of 
Government ; and you fhail allow each of 
them one dek pokhta of flour of Rangy, and 


. \ 









a copper Caufs *, You fhall alfo report 
their condition to the Huzzoor , and to your 
Cutehery; and obey fuch orders as fhall be 
iffued to you refpeding them. 


5 3. If any traveller, or perfon who is 
heirlefk, &c. fhall die within your diftrid, 
his property fhall be feized for Government; 
and if any perfon fhall take poffeffion of 
the property of one who has died without 
leaving an heir, enquiry fhall be made, and 
twice the value fhall be taken from him ; 
and if afterwards an heir to the property 

* 

lhoulct appear, it fhall be delivered over to 
him, and his receipt be taken for it. 

a * . •» 

The horfes and bullocks belonging 
to Government are kept in your diftrid to 
graze : you are to coniider the care of thefe 
cattle as a charge of the fir ft importance. 
If the Annul, Killedar , Serijhiadar , Sham - 
hoges, &c. fhall make ufe of a horfe or a 
bullock belonging to Government, five 
hundred rupees for each horfe, and twenty 
pagodas for each bullock fhall be taken from 

,1 0 * 4 ) 

* A cafli or picc. 
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the perfons who made ufe of them, and they 
ffiall be difmilfed from their offices, and be 
turned out of the country. 


If any perfon who finds a firay horfe or 
bullock bearing the Government - mark, 
ffiall detain it in his own pofieffion, you 
ffiall puniffi fuch perfon. 


U; 


55. If any perfon belonging to .the army 
ffiall take up his abode in your diftrift, ( 
without having a pals from Government, 
he ffiall be feized, and information thereof 
lhall be fent to the Huzzoor , from whence 
whatever order is ifiued in the matter ffiall 
be obeyed. Merchants and people of the 
country are not to be flopped becaufe they 
have not pafles ; but public fervants, and 
other perfons are not to be fuffered to go 
without one : the obfervance of this rule is 
to be enforced at every village. 

. 

56. You are to afcertain the exadt difiance 
between every town and village throughout 
your difirict, and the number of wells in 
which there is water, and the number of 
thofe that are dry on the roads; as alfo 



,(• 






1 


1 



what thickets, hills, 'dreams, embank¬ 
ments, plains, and tanks there are in the 
way, and what particular fpots are fit for 
halting-places for an army. Ail account 
of thefe particulars is to be made, and kept 
in the Dufieer , and one copy thereof is 
to be trail fmitted to the Huzzoor , and one 
copy to your Cutchery. 


«r. Whenever the bullocks employed in 
the fervice of Government fhall be fent into 
your difhrict for Kulthee , if there is Kulthee 
ready in. the Cttjbah,* you are, without a 
moment’s lofs of time, to fill it into bags, 
and deliver it: and if the grain fhall be in 
the villages, you are, in the courfe of five 
or fix days, to have it brought in, and deli¬ 
vered in bags, taking a receipt for .it; and 
the bullocks are to be immediately cufpatched 
with the grain. In cafe of a Angle day’s 
delay, you are to confider yourfelf as anfwe- 
rable for the hire of thefe cattle. When 
you difpateh the bullocks, you fhall, at 
the fame time, write information of the dif- 


,1 


• Principal town. 
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tance which the army may be from your 

diftria. 

58. A commiffion upon the Jummabundy 
of your diftria, (exclufive of the Enaum , 
Deojiaun , Akrar , &c. lauds,) of a quarter 
of a fanam Kunteeroy * upon every pagoda 
is allowed, for difcharging the pay of the 
Aumil , Peifchears , Beafps , -j* and Munm- 
caurs . It is expeaed that you keep up the 
full eftablifhment o fiMunnicaurs and Beafps , 
and pay them their fixed allowances, and 
taking the remainder for your own wages, 
fulfil your duty. If you keep more or lefs 
than the eftablilhment of Beafps and Munni - 
caurs , you fliall refund the difference of 
the wages. The Aumif and other officers 
in the revenue department, ffiall not trade; 
if they do, they will be made to forfeit 
double the amount of the concern in which 
they are found to be engaged. 

* Suppofing the pagoda to be worth ipfe fanains 
kunteeroy , the commiffion for the payment of the 
revenue officers, and eifabliffiments mentioned in 
this article, is fomething lefs than 2 per cent on the 
revenue. '■* °p 

t Difmonnted horfemen. 
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Rules to be obferved in purchasing 
articles that are required for the fervke of 
Government: 


A monthly price-current dial I be. made, 
with the afiiflance of the Subse , Wurtuk , 
CotwauU &c. 9 for the Bazars in your dif~ 
trid, which price-current (hall be Signed 


Oral! take it at the rate ot 17, and pay 
the money to the merchant, taking his 
receipt; and where the eftablifhed price 
of rice, tooir, moung , &c. fhall be 10 
Beks for a Fatam, you {halt take i t. And 
the following are the rules to be obferved 
in the purchafe of articles which are fold 
by weight: 

If the price ol (rbee, oil, and iron uteix- 
fils, &c. lliall be at the rate of 2 pagodas 
per uttul , t you fhall dedud a Fanam out of 
every Pagoda, and pay the purchafe money; 
on t Fanam out of ever^/^^z fhail alio be 


* A fort of pulfe 
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deduced from the price of cloths, lheets, 
blankets, thread, &c., and the purchafe 
money fhall be paid to the merchant, taking 
his receipt fpecifying the particulars. 


60. You are to keep up an eftablilhmient 
of bullocks in the fervice of Government 
in your diftri< 5 t, at the rate of 2 bullocks for 
every thoufand pagodas of your Jumtnabundyi 
and you are to allow one pagoda Kunteeroy 
per month for the hire of each : whatever 
goods or articles are required for the fervice 
of Government, are to be tranfported upon 
thefe bullocks, every one of which is to 
carry a load of 90 full deks , or a weight of 
6 uttuls ; and thefe bullocks, when con¬ 
veying goods, are to travel at the rate of 4 
Sultaunee kurohs a day, and at the rate of 6 
kurohs a day when returning unloaded/ 
You are to provide pads and laddies, and one 
man to every two bullocks for the care of 
them; and you are never to keep thefe bul¬ 
locks unemployed, but be con Handy and 
fuccellively fending them with loads of 
goods. ( t o# 



i/j 


Whenever thefe bullocks fhall be wanted 

D 2 



an account of diem. 

If any of thefe bullocks fhould be of a 
final! fee, you are neverthelefs not to di- 
mirufh their loads : the proprietor offuch 
bullocks mull either bear the load himfelf, 
or find bullocks that will carry them,. 


6 u If a greater quantity of 'kulthee, or 
other a tides (hail be ordered, than can be 
tranlported to the army, to thcMoodeekhana*^ 
or t & Agran futtun, upon the bullocks in 
the ter vice, others are to be hired for the 
oecafion ; and the rate of hire to be paid 
for them, is one Fanam for every defence 
of 4 Sultamm Kurohs which they may 
travel ; and each of thefe hired bullocks is 
to be difpatched with a load of 105 full 
deks of grain, or eight tittuls in weight, 
T 1 ie hire, as above fixed, is to be paid, 
and a receipt to be taken. Frequent appli¬ 
cations are not to be made to Government; 
about paving hire. ^ 

* Purveyor’s office. 
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62. Formerly the cuftoms were made a 
feparate farm; but this farm is difcontinued, 
and the cuftoms are to be colle&ed at each 
Moza throughout the diftrid, and are to be 
included in the Jummabundy. 


63. The Deojlaun lands are all to be re¬ 
fumed throughout, your diftrid ; and after 
afcertaining to what Simpis* they formerly 
appertained, you {hall re-annex them, and 
include them in the Jummabundy of thofe 
Shnpts. 


6 4, Whenever the towers and fortrefles 
of the villages in your diftrid are fur- 
rounded by hedges of Sikakauhee and Cujcu , 
you are to raife behind fuch hedges, other 
hedges of Boha trees, otherwife called the 
Munjeenaur ; where there are no fuch hedges 
as above delcribed, you are to make them 
of Sikakauhee , Cujca , and Boha. —You are 
alfo to enclofe plantations and fields with 
th eBoha, and give fh'id: orders that no one 
fhall break them without permiffion from 
the AumiL You are to make the Reyuts 

\ MJf ' 

* See note to the 28th article. 
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deliver annually a quantity of Boha, * in 
the proportion of 5 IB teds to every 1000 
pagodas in the Jummabundy of your 
and are to fend it to your Cutchery upon 
the bullocks which are kept in the fervice 
of Government. 

65. The repairs of fucli forts, &c. as 
belong to the Ummul , are to be made by 
the Aumll ; and the repairs .of thole which 
belong to the department of the Coondachar 
and Kelladar , are, according to the regula¬ 
tions;, to be made by the Kelladar —but the 
whole ex pence of thefe laft repairs is never- 
thelefs to be entered in your accounts of 
buildings. 

66. The A mm l of the aihridt lhall firft 
take a firelock himfelf, and lhall require 
of th cReyuts, and of the MuJJlemaun^ M.ah- 
rat tab,, and other inhabitants of the Cujbab , 
that every houfe (hall furnifh one man 
with a firelock, and on every Friday thefe 
men lhall he afiemblecl before the Autnil, 



* This mu ft mean the Bark of Eoha 9 which is ufed 
for making ropes. 
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and made to go through the exercife.—> 
And in every village throughout the diftdO:* 
the inhabitants ihall be required to keep 
firelocks, and to alfemble and go through 
the exercife everyFridayyand eveiyabfent.ee 
fhall be fined in die linn of ft fanatns—Re- 

, „ Q ; - .G‘ 

gularmufter-rolls and accounts of the fines 


!■: ' 
mm. 


are to be kept and tranfmitted to the Hu%~ 
%oor : thefe fines are not to be included in 
the Jummabundy • 


67, In the fort, there is a houfe belong¬ 
ing to Government, appointed for the Cut- 
chery : befides this, if there fhould be 
any other houfe belonging to Government, 
for the refidence of the Kelladar and Aumil\ 
well and goodotherwife fioufes, contain¬ 
ing each of them twenty ChejbmahA fhall 
be erefled at the diftance of 50 Deras from 
the Cutchery, at the expence of Govern¬ 
ment, for . the Kelladar and Aumil , and 
they are to he kept in repair by Govern- 
ment—-One of thefe buildings is for the 
refidence of the Kelladar , and the other for 

■* 1 his word, it is fuppofed, means apertures for 
air and light, doors and windows. 
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the Ummuldar ; and whoever happens to be 
the Aumil and Kelladar fhall occupy them; 
there is no oceafion for more than twenty 
Chejhmais in each. The Kelladar and Aumil 
fhall fit and tranfad their bufinefs together 
in one of the Chejhmais of the Cutchery— 
If there is no Cutchery in the fort, a Cut¬ 
chery containing 7 Chejhmais fhall be built, 
and they fhall both tranfad bufinels in it. 

68. If the Reyuis, in difcharge of their 
rents, fhall offer gold, filver, copper, or 
brafs, thefe articles are not to be diipofed 
of to traders, but are to be purchafed for 

v - Government, according to the price-current 
of the Bazar ; and to be entered in the ac¬ 
counts of the office, and to be forwarded 
with the account of them to the Cutchery 
at the fame time with the fupplies of ftores. 
If in breach of this rule you fhall allow 
thefe articles to be difpofed of to merchants, 
and receive the purchafe money on account 
of Government, you will incur the dilplea- 
fure .of Government. 

0 

69. The Cauzees and other refpedable 
Mahomedans, and fuch as follow the pro- 

9 



ffci'Tion of arms, Hi.all be exempted through - 
out your •diftri< 5 i from the payment of any 
houfe tax, or tax upon grain an,d ot* 
dungs which they may bri 
country for their food. 


ins from the 
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jo. You fhalllcize a\h Padres, and 
ftauns. * that are to be found within your 
difridt, and lend them under a guard to 
the Huzzoor —and von fhal! enquire arid 
afeertaiu wiiat Zmdtgie, grain, cattle, land, 
and plantations, &c. they pofteis, and (hall 
fen u djfc t ft e w ho 1 e t h e reof for Govern men t: 
and you (hall deliver over the lands arid 
Ian Cations to other Reyuts, whom you 
encourage to cultivate them, as, in 
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71. The following rules are to be o-bfer- 
ved in firing falutes on days of rejoicing, 
and in celebrating vi&ories, &c. : on the 
day appointed for celebrating feftivals, vic¬ 
tories, See,, the guns are to be fired at the 
tenth Gurry of the day ; and falutes to the 
Sultaun are to be fired at the time when he 
is paffing in Rate : falutes for victories ob¬ 
tained by commanders of troops, are to be 
fired according to order. 


The occafions upon which falutes are to 
be fired, and the number of guns at each, 
are as follow : 


On the Eede Ulmumeneen , the 
13th of Rejeb 20 guns. 

On the Sultaun's birth-day, the 
14th of the month of Toolooee 30 
The Eede of Rumzaun , &c., in 

the month of Showaul 20 

The Eede of Zeehuje , on the 
1 oth of that month 20 

The anniverfary of the Sultaun's 
Reign, the 3d of Beyhauree 30 

A vidlory obtained by ihzSultaun 20 

! . • "ftm ■ 
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When the Suhauns Retinae is 

paling 3° g' ans ■ 

For vi&ories by Commanders 
and Officers of the Army - 10 

72. Wherever there are Moiqti.es in your 
diftridt, there are Cauzees, Moo!as y \and 
Mozins, You (hall tranfmit a ftaternent 
of the allowances given to thele perlons, 
and the Enaum lands held by them, under 
yours and the KeUadar % teals, to the Cut- 
chery ; and continue them according to 
their Sunnuds *—You are t:o collect togetuer 
the children of the Mahomedan inhabitants 
of the Cu/baky &c,, and caufe them, firfl to, 
be taught .calculation and accounts, and 
afterwards to read books ; and you (hall 
keep and trap brut an account of all children 
who are inftrudled in reading; whoever 
will, become a Mujfulmaus , the Cauzee (hail 
initiate him, and his name (hall be written 
down on the lift of the faithful: care is to 
he taken tha t hoother perfon tban the Cauzee 
(hall,, in his own horde, make converts of 
male or female (laves—wherever there is 
no Mofque, a Mofque of 5 Chejlmiais (hall 
be built, and Mooks entertained at a monthly 




allowance of io Fanams , and a quantity of 
1 ground yielding 10 Fanams fhall be granted 
for the purpofe. The Putteels fhall alfo fur- 
nifh a daily quantity of oil, weighing 2 
Fulooces to light the Mofque; and land 
for the fupport of the expence of the oil 
fhall likewife be appropriated, and the Moo- 
las fhall be'enjoined to mftruft the Maho- 
medan children in reading, and fhall read 
prayers to the Mahomedan inhabitants, 

. *]$. Every perfon who fhall become a con¬ 

vert to the Mahomedan faith, if he be a Reyut, 
fhall only pay half the ufual afleffinent, and 
fhall be exempted from the payment of houfe 
tax ; and if he is a dealer in merchandize, 

• his goods fhall pafs duty-free. Befide this, 
there are other rules laid down in the regu¬ 
lations for the Cauzees of the Simpts , a copy 
of which you muff obtain from the office, 
and adhere to them. 


Heretofore the meafure of a Khundee has 
been of various capacities; they are all now 
to be difcontmued, and the following flan- 


* Pice. 
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dntrd of me aft:re is fixed—The weight o 130 


Fanams KunUeroy is one rupee ; 24 rupees 
make one light Dek * ; 3 and | light Dejks 


are equal to one full Dek f weighing #4 
rupees; 16 full Deh make on € Kuro~™ 
and 20 Karos one Khundee It is ordered 
that according to this ftandard, mea fares 
ihall be made in all the diflrj&s, with Go- 
vernmeiit-ilamps upon them ; and that- all. 
grain he bought by- thefe nieafurcs filled to 
the brim : that the weight jnay be exacb to 
a (ingle Dek, It is alio ordered that all the 
old wooden raeafures be broken, and that 
the old weights and meafures of iron, &c, 
be. delivered tip to Government. 

A Rupee is to be denominated Yo'ze ; a, 
Karo, Reyd ; and a Khundee, Ahia ; and 
by theie new names they are to be ex- 
prefled in all accounts. 

75. The former names of Seer, Derra, 
and Mound are to be difcontinued; and 
' throughout all the diflrids, weights of th« 



* In the origin;.! Dek Khamn 
•f In the original Dek Pokhta, 
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under-written names and ftandard are to be 
made, with the Government-ffamp upon 
them, and to be every where ufed in their 
ffead; and they are to be expreffed in all 
accounts by the names now given ; and all 
the old weights are to be thrown away.— 
The Seer is to be called j Dek; and the Dek 
is to weigh 24 Rupees . The Derra is to 
be called Hub ; and the Hub is to weigh 10 
Deks. The Mun ( Maund) is to be called 
TJttul ; and the Uttul is to weigh 4 Hubs 
or 40 Deks. 


76. A Derra Sheraiee has been fixed 
upon to be ufed in meafuring lands, and in 
building fortifications, &c. It is lent to 
you, and you are to caufe the meafurement 
of lands, &c. to be made by this Derra. 
Thirty -two Derr as are to make one hub ; 
and the meafurement of all lands is to- be 
expreffed in hubs . 

77. The meafure of the Derra is founded 
upon the Culma yeebee , * in which there 
are 24letters, and contains z\NiranguJhts\\ 


* The Mahomedan confeffion of Faith, 
f A Thumb-breadth. 3 ^ 




chat is to fay 24 Nirangvjhts make half a 
Derra Sultaunee, and 48 Nirangujhts make 
a complete Derra. The meafure of a Ni- 
rangujkt is determined as follows : 1 o grains 
of fine rice, weighing 6 Takas, make 1 
NiranguJJjt Jowan ;* 7 grains of coarfe rice, 
weighing 6 Takas, make 1 Nirangujht ; 
7 grains of wheat, weighing 4 Takas, f 
make 1 Nirangujht ; 3 Nirangujhts make 1 
Gerra ; 8 Gerras I a Derra ; and 16 
Gerras 1 Derra. 

77. The following Royal ftandardis fixed 
for the meafure of diftances : 

Two Gurries make one Kurok; and 3000 
military paces are equal to one Gurrie, each 
pace being the length of one Derra Sultau¬ 
nee ; fo that* 6,000 Sultaunee Derras make 
one Kurok, or a journey of 2 Gurries . 

Orders are to be given to the Reyuts on 
the confines of every .village, to meafure, 
with Sultaunee Derras, all the roads, both 



* Here means a full grown perfon. 
f In the original 14, which rauft be a iniftakc. 






high, roads and bye roads, and to til 
every Kttrob by planting a Burrh-trtQ 
the right hand fide, and :\ Goolar and A 
tree on the left hand fide of the roads 
thole difl-a aces ; and they are to be enjoi 
to be particularly careful of the prefervai 
of thefe trees. 


You are to pay hire for the carriage and 
conveyance of goods according to theie 
Kurohs, 


yg. If there are ten iron-toundenes m 
ur diilridl, you are, by encouragement, to 
ire’ale them, to double the number ; and 
sorting to the indents and mutters lent 
>m the Huzzoor, you are to have iron 
ukts * and fled Kuhuttees i made and 
'warded. Whenever an ofder comes to 
ur ('urcherv for iron (hot and Dubas , 


* Shells. 

4 - A fort of c&tlafs. or (word 
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alfo to afcertain where there are mines of 
iron and ft eel, and obtain from thence the 
utmofi poflible quantity of each of t:hofe 
articles, which you are to take the greateft: 
care of. 

79. You are to purchafe faltpetre at the 
rates under mentioned, and forward it, ac¬ 
cording to the indents which may be fent 
for it, from your Cutchery. 

There are four kinds, viz : 


In perfect cryftals 


Fanam Kunteeroy , 

thrice boiled. 

each Uttul 4!* 

Second, in broken 



cryftals. 

do. 

4 

Third, in grains, 

do. 

3 * 

Fourth, in duft. 

do. 

3 


80. The names of the Ana t, See. which 
have been fixed by Government, are as 
follows : and they are to be written*in this 
way in all accounts. 

' <7 I 

• / 

* The Perjian letter M Hands in the original for 
Fanam , and the dot . for half a Fanam. 

t Meaning the different coins of the country. 


<9 Ttys, make t Uddbah ; 5 Uddbahs , x Bek ; 

7 i Ay a ; 16 ./ 4 W, i Tafo; and 
16 Takas , 1 Fanam . 

So that i Fanam con lifts of 256 Ay as, or 
1792 SebaSy or 8j6o Uddbahs , or 40,6So 

Weight in Poppy Grains. 

1 Pagoda —— 14,400., 
x Fanam - —— 1,600. 

I ——— 100. 

x A# —— 64 

S1. There are vintners’ fhops in your dif- 
trkft; whenever you find four of tlieie (hops, 
you (halt fupprefs two of them; and dou¬ 
ble the tax upon the remaining two. 

82. In your diftmft there are fhops for 
the fale of inebriating liquors made from 
herbs, upon which you fhall double the 
tax which has been heretofore collected 

from' them, 

8 3. Formerly there were plantations, vil¬ 
lages, and houfes, &c. under the control 
of the Kelladar . They are no longer to 
be combined fo, and the plantations and 
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the Cutwaul of the villages, &c. are placed 
under your direction. If a habitation is 
wanted for one of your people, you fhall 
caufe the houfe of fome perfon who is heir- 
lefs, and who may be defirous of felling his 
houfe, to be made over to him by fale; 
taking care that the purchafe money for 
it is paid to the proprietor. You are not to 
give a houfe which is the property of one 
perfon to another. The people who are 
under the Kelladar , in the fervice of Go¬ 
vernment, are employed as fentries, and 
in guarding /tores : and it is not proper to 
allow them to have any thing to do with 
plantations or civil concerns. This order 
has been alfo inferted in the regulations for 
the Kelladars . All plantations, &c. which 
have heretofore been under the control of 
the Kelladar , are to be refumed and put 
under the Athoonee management. 

84. The people of the Athoonee and 
Ahajhaum are not to be paid their wages, 
by 'Tunkhaus upon the villages, but you 
/hall pay them in ready money, and into 

! \ n r*' 

E 2 


their own hands, under the pain of the 
difpleafure of Government. 


85. All the feme and blind in your dif- 
tried; are wanted to work at the * Bbuta- 
kujhee, &c. You are therefore to colled: 
them together, and having given them an 
allowance for travelling charges, you are 
to fend them to your Cutchery, and take 
a receipt: for them. You are alfo to hud 
out f orphan children, and giving to each of 
them one full I)ek of rice, and one Fulooce 9 
you are to lend them to the Huzzoor > 


86. It has been the pradtice in the dif- 
trifls, for Govenmrent’s principal fervants* 
J'ewecaurs J, See. to take villages and lands 
in farm. You are direfled to annul, all 
fucli farms, and to give the lands to tire 
Reyuts to cultivate. In future you are 
upon no account to farm out villages or 
lands to perfons of this deferi ption; a breach 

* Suppofed to mean Workhoufes; in -which fueh 
people may be ufefuL 

f In the original Bqiwauries, written, I imagine, 
by miftake, inftead of Beytvaullee. A - ^ p 
Clerks, Mutfuddies. ' 
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for the Mokuddums and Reyuts^ &c. to pay 
a bribe of 50 or 100 pagodas a year to the 
officers of Government, for ordeis upon 
the Aumiis and farmers to exempt them 
from being preffed. You are to make 
flridl inquiry into this matter in future; 
and having found out the perfons who ffiall 
have taken this bribe, you are to make 
fuch of them as are upon the fpot refund 
the money, and pay it into Government. 
And if the perfons who have taken it fhali 
be at the Huzzoor or other places, you ffiall 
fend an account thereof to the Huzzoor , 
that it may be levied from them. 

88. People belonging to the Athoonec 
-have frequently occafion to go from one 
village to another upon public buffiiefs : 
in that cafe when they are to pafs in and 
out of the fort, you are to addrefs a note 
to the Kelladar , and require a pafs for them 
from him, which you are to fend to the 


\ VI 


gate, and you are to call the people before 
you and examine them; and obierve the 
lame rule when you fend them, out; and 
you are to note down your obfefvance of 
this rule in your journal 

89. The bullocks of Government which 
appertain to the imerui Mlhil are feat to 
your Catchery to be trained ; you are to 
deliver them, in charge to the Putt sets of 
thg villages; and whenever there may be 
?$unna * belonging to Government, the 
bullocks are to be trained to the draught 
by yoking them to the plough thereof ; 
and when there is no Purina belonging to 
Government, they are to be yoked to the 
ploughs of the Putt eels. If the Shamboges 
or Reyuts ihall prefume to yoke them to 
their ploughs, a line fhall be exacted of 20 
pagodas for every bullock fo yoked. St rift 
orders arc alfo to be given to the Putteels to 
take the Government bullocks every day to 
the Jungle, and to bring them back in the 
evening, and to picket them in their flails 
within the fort, and feed them well. When-* 

* Mu ft 'be fame particular denomination of land. 

. 
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ever an order comes from your Cutchery 
for bullocks, you are to furniffi them Im¬ 
mediately. 



90. A new eftablifhment of Munnicaurs 
Shamboges , Beafp, &c. has been fixed for 
the did rift: they are to be kept up accord** 
ing to that eftabliffiraeht, and the perform¬ 
ance of their duties to Government is to be 
exacted from them. If any of the old or 
new Shamboges or Serlfhtadars are unfit for 
their offices, you are to report the matter 
to the Httzzoor , and adhere to fuch order as 
you ffiall receive thereupon. 

91. It is ordered that a quantity of It raw 
be annually gathered together in. your dif- 
tri&, in the proportion of one Kiar to every 
pagoda of the land tax, (or Jummabundy, ex¬ 
clusive of cuftom, houfe tax, See.) The 
Kiar to confift of a Pnjhtara * of the cir¬ 
cumference of 31 Derras ; and two fuch 
PuJbtaras making one load: and you are 
to gather it in this proportion from, all the 
villages, and require the Mokudums and 

# Burden. 


B 
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, during the period of making the 
colle&ions, to fee it gathered in the vil¬ 
lages, and preferved with care. 

If the ftable horfcs, or artillery bullocks 
Ihall be fent to your diftridt to graze, 
you are according to order to deliver the 
ftraw in Kiars of the above meafurement, 
and take receipts for it. There is no occa- 
fion for the fervants belonging to the ftables 
to go themfelves to the villages and colledfc 
ftraw as they pleafe. The Salr horfemeU 
muft alfo take ftraw from the Reyuts by 
equitable purchafe, and not by violence, 
the obfervance of this rule is enjoined to 
them in their regulations. If any perfon 
takes ftraw by force, you are to feize him 
and fend him to the Hitzzoor; and if you 
cannot feize him, you are to afcertain his 
name, and the name of his Rifaladar and 
Jemadar , and report them to the Hitzzoor, 
that he may be fent for and punifhed. 
Whatever quantity of ftraw, accumulated 
for Government, fhall remain at the end 
of the year, over and above the quantity 
required for confumption, is to be fold, 
and the money produced by the fale is to 








■ 
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be paid in to Government* The 
are to he forbid to fell any ft raw without 
your order. 


92. It: is orderedj, that in every diflfhfjt 
which pays 1000 pagodas, the Reyuts iliall 
keep four brood-mares. You are accord¬ 
ingly to feled fuch of the Reyuts from all 
the villages in your diftrid as are irufo- 
worthy men, and who ■ underftand the 
keeping and care of horfes, and equally 
diftribute amongft them the - charge of 
keeping a number of mares in proportion 
to the Jummabundy of your diiirid. If 
the Reyuts fhall require pecuniary affifouice 
£0 enable them to pure hale mares, you 
mull let them have it at the rate of 100, 
150, or zoo, rupees for each. A number 
of horfes are brought for fale to the Nur- 
putty* Jatifaf , and the Reyuts may pur- 
chafe and bring them from thence. Two 
ftaliions have been feat by Government 
into every diftndt to breed from, and you 
mull ifTue fetid injundions that all the 
mares fhall be covered by thefe foil lions, 

* I he name of a place. f A fair. 



m 

ft®.' 


ami 


i 

aK 

rM ! ' 

■ « . 

m- 

4 








and not by other horfes. Whenever foals 
are brought forth, you are to fend for the 
owner, and advance money to him, at the 
rate of 100 rupees for each foal, to enable 
him to feed them ; and you are to dired: 
the following mode to be obferved in feed¬ 
ing them: for the firft month the foal is 


to be fed with 3 Deks of milk every day; 
from that time till it is fix months old, one 
light DeJz of butter, and one full Dek of 
flour of vetches is to be given daily, mixed 
with the milk; after the end of the fix 
months the milk is to be difcontinued, and 
in addition to the flour of vetches and but¬ 
ter, two full Deks of Coulthee is to be 
given to the foal, until it has attained the 
age of one year, from which time the 
flour and butter are to be left off; and till 
the next year the foal is to be fed with 4 
Deks of boiled Coulthee, 


During the firft year the foal is to be 
tied with a firing, and buffered to go with 
its-dam to graze; and after that period, if 
it is a colt, it is to be feparated from the 
dam, and buffered to graze by itfelf with 
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a ft ling about its neck ; but if it is a filly 
it need not be depurated from its,dam. 

A brood-mare is to be fed with r] Dch 
•of boiled Coulthee every day. The foals, 
both colts and fillies, are to be backed and 
broke as foon as they have attained the age 

•• 1 i 1 •..* • < C'-r'",',',■■■ •■ iv • ;[ ‘i* '■■''•■>'. v y.\ • \ : ,.> ' 

of one year and a half, and at two or three 
years they are to be lent to the HMzoor for. -ft 
examination, when they will be pure ha fed 
at fuitable prices, from 200 to 500 rupees ] 
each; and after deducing the ftmi which ■; 
mav, as above mentioned, have been ad- 
vanced by Government, the balance will 
be paid to the owner. 


'■ill' 

| 4 «' 

04111 '' 


■If a Reyut is defirous of felling his horfe 
clfewhere, he . is not to do io without the . 
knowledge of the Aumil , and is not to 
take a left price than. 200 rupees, but may 
fell him for more than that ium ; and out 
of the price which he receives he is to pay 
back to Government the advance which 
may have been made to him. Every "Mi- 
mil who ihall keep up a greater number of 
brood-mares in his diftridt than he is re- 
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quired £0 do by this regulation, will merit 
the approbation of Government. 


KM\ 


m 

H 
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You are deflred to fend all the colts 
which are now to be found in your diftridt 
of two years old, with their owners, to 
the Huzzoor, that, after being examined, a 
proper price may be given for them. 




You are again defired to be ftriCtly at¬ 
tentive to the orders contained in this rule; 
and you are moreover directed to keep a 
regular account of the brood-mares and 
foals that are with the Reyuts , and you 
are alfo to provide the food of the ftallions 
that are given by Government, and take 
care that they are kept in high condition, 
fo that they may propagate the fpecies. 




93. Tobacco has hitherto been prepared 
with fpirits and other deftruCtive things to 
increafe its ftrength ; this is forbid, and it 
is ordered that tobacco (hall only be pre¬ 
pared with Jaggree *. Let an injunction 


* Molaffes. 



to this eiFed' be laid upon all the people of 

the diftria.* 

94. Heretofore Turmeric has been boiled 
with cow-dung. This is forbid, and it is 
ordered that in future Turmeric fhall be' 
boiled with red oker throughout your di§- 


9 5 #. All the rules ■ necefiary to be ob« 
ferved are laid clown in this code, and are 
to be adhered to. If any cafe .(hall occur 
not provided for, requiring reference to the 
Hu%zo.or, let fuch reference be made ; and 
the order ilfued in confequence be obeyed. 

96. The following rates are eflablilhed 
for the purchafe and fale of gold, diver, 
and copper, the obfervance of which you 
are to flri&ly enjoin to all fhopkeepers, 
fhroffs, and traders, in your diilndh And 
whenever thefe articles are purchafed for 
Government, they are to be taken at 1 or 


* The original article hearing this jNo. appears 
to have been at firft omitted, and at Iaft ini i placed, 
by the Peril an copy'! .ft, ft ought properly to have 
been included in the 125th article. 


. 
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2 Tdhas under this rate ; and as the value 
of the gold happens to be greater or lefs 
by the allay, fo lhall the price be greater 
or lefs, in the proportions hereunder fixed: 


<SL 


Fanams K* 


Hun Bahadurrie 

each Hun * 

l 3 

JumJheiree 

do. 

12 

Feringie Put 

do. 

IO 

Saunvoree 

■ 

do-. 

9 l 

Dhaurwauzee 

do. , 

io| 

PaudJJjahy 

do. 

io| 

Soobroy 

do. 

i ol¬ 

Nundee 

do. 

io! 

Vankutputtee 

do. 

nl 


Poolee 


IB.* 
% , 


do. 


Adhoonee Mahomudjhahee do. 

do. 
do. 
do. 


Rauje Gopaulee 
Kurg 

Purlee Caveri 
Sarraree Cans , each 
‘weighing i Pagoda 
Cans t JJiamhole , each 
weighing I Pagoda 
Purkee 


do. 

do. 

do. 


u-l 

12 

12 

12 

*5 

14 

ii| 


Pagoda, a fmall coin. f Conftantinopfe. 





'Tela Nip auk, weighing 
5 Huns 

Zfringee 

Hurunpulee 

JVeir Roy do. 

Nageree do. 

Gunglee do. 

Mamoor Khanee do. 

Ghoontee do. 

Gold of 11 f * Hyars, 
weighing i Pagoda do. 

Silver , every 4 Jozes 
or Rupees do. 

Copper ' each Dek 

Rupees of Chillauziny , 

Zereganne , Terbapoo - 

ree, and Sooritee each f C/60&? 


*3 

I2| 

I 

r 3 


97. Whenever fheep belonging to Go¬ 
vernment are kept to graze, you jfhall every 
year caufe them to be fhorn ; and you are to 
receive charge of their wool from the De- 
rogha of the Imcrut Mihil, with a fpecifi- 
cation of its weight, and are to give a re- 

* degrees of purity. Touches. 
t Every four. /} y 






m t 3 

r.j, ■ • , V ^ 

ceipt for it. This wool you are to deliver 
co Nadaufi *, at fixed wages, to work it 
into the left felt, and are to fend the felt 

. 

through your Cutchery to' the Huzzocr. II 
good felt cannot be made, you are then to 
■ forward the wool to your Cutchery, and 
take a receipt for it. 


pH. Such, of die cattle and fheep as have 
.got' the rot. Von ft all deliver to dealers in 
leather, and cauie them to tan and prepare 
the leather, which you are to take for Go¬ 
vernment, and trail fixut!j.t to your Cutchery; 


go. Heretofore merchants and traders 
under this Government have been accu- 
ftomed to goto the dependenciesof Cheena** 
patam t to purchafe fait and other articles,, 
All intercourfe with that province is now 
forbid i and you are to notify to the finer* 


here workmen who maks? 


* Cotton cleaners means 
felt, woolicn-clrapers. 
f Madras. 
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chants, that fait abounds in Khojhaulpore , 
KooriauU Dhonavir , Merjaun, Angola , and 
other places at the foot of the Ghauts , de¬ 
pendent on Nagore^ and in the dependan- 
■Jcies of Calicut ; and dire£t them to go to 
whichever of thefe places is neareft to that 
of their refidence, for the purchafe of fait, 
and not to go to the dependancies of Chee - 
napatam. 



# 


If any merchant, in difobedience of this 
order, fhall privately go into the Cheeria- 
patam province, for the purchafe of fait, 
&c., you fhall, after enquiry, feize his 
Zindigaunee '* with his cattle, and alfo the 
fait, for Government; and moreover fine 
the offender, and threaten him fo as to 
deter him from the like offence in future. 



If merchants belonging to Cheenapatam 
province fhall come into the dependancies 
of this Government, for the purchafe or 
fale of goods, fait, &c., you fhall make 
them prifoners, and feize their cattle and 



* Should be 
ginal. 


copied from the ori-' 


F 



goods fof Government ; and you /Mall re¬ 
port the matter to the Hirzzoor, and attend 


to Inch order as iltall be.given. 

O 


o v \' 


too. You are to keep tip the full number 
of exprefs Hircarrahs fixed in the eftabiifh- 
ment of your Difirift, and in concert with 
the Kelladar and the Mutjuddee of both de¬ 
partments, you are to pay them feverally 
their fixed wages and allowance for lamp- 
oil and paper, taking receipts from them. 


The rate at which they are to travel, is 
determined to be one Kuroh Suit mine e in one 
Gurry and a half. Addrefies and letters from 
the Devjanee, Bukjhee , and the Ahajhaum 
Cutcheries, dec'., and articles for the ufe of 
Government, are to be forwarded by thefe 
exprelies ; and letters and goods of other 
per lb ns are not to be fent by them : if any 
perfon /hall infringe this rule, he fhali be 
punilhed, and mealures are to be taken to 
prevent it in future. 


101. In the villages of your diflndt, there 
are bakeeds booths t many of thefe Fakcers 
have a. pradlice of admimtoing intoxicating 
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liquors and herbs to the inhabitants and 
paflengers, you are to lay drift i^ijunftion 
upon fuch Fakeers as have already got fixed 
booths, to refrain from this mifchievous 
practice ; and whoever fhall notwithdand- 
ing perfevere therein, is to be expelled the 
country; you are alfo not to. fufFer any more 
Fakeers booths to be erected in the villages 
in future. 

102. Formerly it has been a praftice for 
the Atmll and officers of Government, and 
other people, to purchafe and fell aban¬ 
doned girls and orphan children, &c. ; and 
abandoned girls have frequently been taken 
into the Deoftan,* In future they are not 
to be fold abroad, or to be lodged in the 
Deoftan, but are to be collefted together for 
Government; and you are to fend them 
through your Cutchery to the Huzzoor , 
allowing them each at the rate of one full 
Dek of rice, and one Fulooce , until their 
arrivals at the prefence. 



* The Hindoo Temples. 


\ v: 
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ic>3« During the time of war and tumult, 
the Aumil and Kelladar (ball c:aufe their 
families to remain at the feat of Govern¬ 
ment,, and dial! themfelves be in their forts 


attending to their duties. 




104, In pour diilrict there are banker’s 
drops eftablifhed under the control of the 
Milikatugar *■ : you are. to give the Shroffs 
and clerks the allowance which is fixed 
underneath, and you are to advance to each 
of them iqoq Pagodas, to enable them to 
deal in gold, diver, and copper, &c. 


Sill 


iis 


m 
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If any other Seethee f or Wurtuck , (hall, in 


future, of hlbfelf, deal in thefe articles ac~ 

. . . • 

cording to the mode praftifed heretofore. 


lie is to be confidered as a defaulter to Go¬ 
vernment, and be lined ; if they deal with 


the Shroffs appointed -as above by Govern* 1 
meat, there is no objection to it,. 




ft Head of the commercial Department,—-Lord! 
of trade. 

ill 

mi 


f Money dealers, /hop-keepers. 
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Pay of each Shroff per 
month. 

Each Mutjuddee or clerk 



105. An eflablifhment of Peons and Ca¬ 
may's *, See., flattened at the fort for the 
fervice of the Ahajhaum f, has been fixed 
by the Huzzoor ; and it is ordered that the 
Kelladar and Annul, attended by the officers 
of both their departments, fhall fit toge¬ 
ther once in every two months, and mufler 
them: and after difmifiing all fuch of them 
as are old and infirm, fhall draw out a 
mufler-roll of the remainder, and pay them 
their wages fix times in a year into their 
own hands; and they fhall alfo receive, 
into the fervice, able young men as recruits, 
and pay them their wages in the fame 
manner. It is alfo ordered that mufter- 
rolls and abflra&s of their pay be tranf- 
mitted by you once in every two months, 
under your feal and figuature, to the Huz¬ 
zoor and to your Cutchery, If, upon exa- 

04 $ > 

* Bildars, pioneers. 

■ •f Royal retinue, boely-gnanb 






ini nation by the Nalkwarnes , it ft all appear 
that oldandiDfirmmen,orfuch as are under 
age, are kept in this fervice, the amount 
of their pay, as well as a fine, will be 
exacted from you, 

106. Houlcundaya land is given to the 
Condachar *' Peons in lieu of wages—with 
this land the Balcundaya or wafte land is 
intermixed. You are to enquire into this 
matter, and leaving with the Peons the 
cultivated land, you are to diicon tinue the 
Balcundaya or wafte land, and in lieu 
thereof are to give them land which has 
lain fallow 5 or 6 years, and is become fit 
for cultivation, fo as to make up the full 
quantity to them according to their efta- 
Mifhmeot; diilributing it to them indivi¬ 
dually through the Kelladar and Mut - 
fuddles 

1/ 

Whenever one of theft Peons dies, you 
are to enlrft one of his brethren or family, 
who ihat.1 be fit for fervice, in his place; and 
deliver over to him the land and its produce; 


* Qaiflfoas, vide article 1 13. 


If he fhall have died he’ulefs, the 
produce of his land, then on the ground, 
fhafl go to Government, and you (hail enlul* 
fome able-bodied man, and deliver the 
land to him. When the produce of the to 
lands are ripe, the Pei/hk&ut^ Aurml^ and 
Munfhoor , with the Mutfuddies oi both de¬ 
partments, are to ago and take an exatfe 
meafu re merit of the produce, and having 
entered it in the accounts, give it up to 
the Peons,, 


Whoever (hall keep waile land in his 
poileffion, is to be reproved and fined, and 
to be made to cultivate it. It is fixed that 
they (the Peons') fhall be paid fix times in 
a year; you (hall there fore, every two 
months, fettle their accounts, and after 
letting off' half the amount of the pro¬ 
duce of the land againft the total of their 
wages, you are to pay them the remainder 
through the KelUidar , in ready money, fo 
that it (hall come into their own hands, 
and you are to take the KelladaP s receipt 


•iii 


It. 


Wf; 


If the Kdladar , Scri/htadar , or NalP 
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waurs, fhall keep the lands of the Peons 
in their own hands and cultivate them, the 
lands are to be taken from them, and they 
fhall be made to pay double the value of 
the produce, together with a fine, to Go* 
vernmeht. 


107. Whenever Peons are detached upon 
the affairs of Government, an account is 
4 to be kept of the time allowed them for 
abfence. If they fhould exceed their time 
by one or two days only, no notice need 
to be taken of it; but if they fhould be 
ftill longer abfent, their pay for the period 
of fuch abfence is to be flopped and forfeit¬ 
ed to Government. 


108. You are ordered to keep up the full 
complement of Peons of the Ahajhaum , 
according to the fixed eflablifhment; and 
when men are wanted to complete their 
if number, you are to make choice of thofe 
who are of the Byder call, and of Reyuts 
who belong to the families of the old Prow, 
and alfo of able-bodied Peons who are out 
of the fervice. The Kelladar has received 
an order fnnilar to this : it mufl be flri&ly 

. . (hC) 
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adhered to, without deviation. You are 
to enlift the men and furnilh them with 
their pay, and are to take a receipt from 
the Kelladar, In cafe men of the defcrip- 
tions above mentioned are not to be had, 
you are to prevail upon poor Reruts , who 
live 5 or 6 in a houfe together, to enli.il:; 
and are to complete the number of Aba- 
jlxmni men and pioneers, who are wanted 
for the fort, from them,, If you fail to com ¬ 
plete thefe corps by feme one of thefe 
ways, you will incur the fevered did 
plea fare. 



Mr 
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109. The Kelladar , Munjhoor , &c„ are not 
to refidfe in the Government Houfe. If 
there are any deferred houies in the fort, 
let one of 20 Chejhmah for the Kelladar , 
and one of 5 Chejhtriais for the Munjhoor , 
be put in repair at the expence of Govern - 
meat, and be given to them. If there are 
no deferred houfe3 within the fort, let two 
buildings, containing the number of Chefh - 
1man above fpecified, be eredled for thole 
officers. They have received orders to 
this eiledt, and you are to furnifh a fuffi- 
ciency of materials for building them, for 


m 
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which you are to take a receipt from the 
Kelladar . A houfe of 20 Cbejhmais has alfo 
been. ordered for the 1 not a (ingle 

additional Cbejhmais is to be made at the 
expence of Government. The houfes be¬ 
longing to Government, as well as the 
houfes that have been deferted, are to be 
kept in repair at the expence of Govern¬ 
ment. If at any time a fhop keeper or 
Shroff (hall apply for one of the deferted 
houfes, it is to be delivered to him, making 
him pay a certain price for it to Govern¬ 
ment. 

110. If the Kelladar (hould occahon any 
obftru&ion to the civil authority, you are 
to add refs the Dew an of the Cutchery of 
your diftridt, and get an injun&ion iffued 
to him from the Bukjhee , which you are to 
deliver to him. The officers of both De¬ 
partments are drift ly enjoined to conduct 
themfelves fo that no interruption ffiall be 
ffiven to the fervice of Government; and 

ZD 

if thefe orders are not attended to, and the 
bufinefs of Government ffiould fuffer injury, 
both will be called to account for it. 


4 
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a i-i* Supplies of wood and ropes, and 
articles for repairing the fort, are frequently 
wanted. The Kelladar will make his pio¬ 
neers furnifh fuch articles as are to be pro* 
cured in the wiidernefs, free of eoft; arid 
you are directed to fupply him with thole 
which mu ft be obtained by purchafe, ta¬ 
king his receipt for them, which (hall fpe- 
' cify the price. 



IB, 


1 ! 3* Houlcundaya land has been given to. 
the Peons belonging to the fort: it is there¬ 
fore ordered that, for the purpofe of culti- 


vating thefe lands, one half of the Peons 


/ f » «... t 

§ | l* S' 


1 ® 


* Poit-ofnce, jneiTengers, couriers. 
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Ii2. It. reds upon you to keep up com¬ 
plete the number of men of the Aihoonee 
and Afkadam *, fo that the bufinefs of Go¬ 
vernment may go on without interruption. 
In cafe the full number fhould not be kept, 
and any delay (hould arife in the difpatch 
of the petitions and addrelles to Govern¬ 
ment you will be made to aufwer for it.— 
An account of the arrivals of thefe people 
is to be kept alio in the Kelladar s office. 



fhall have leave of abfence once in every 
eight days, and the other half (hall remain 
on guard, &c. in the fort: an exa£t and 
regular account is ,to be kept of all who are 
prefent and abfent, and the pay of thofe 
who are abfent is to be flopped during the 
period of fuch abfence, for Government.— 
An order fimilar to this has been given to 
the Kelladar , and you are to fee that he 
attends to it; and you are to report the 
number of Peons who are upon duty or 
abfent, to your Cutchery and to the Huz - 
%oor . 

114. If the Peons of the Coondachar 
Peons are detached upon duty, within the 
diftrift, to a diftance not exceeding 40 
Kurohs, there is 110 occafion to give them 
Batta ; but if this diflance fhall be exceed¬ 
ed by even two Kurohs , you are to allow 
them Batta at the rate of 5 Kunteeroy Fa - 
ttants per man, and you are to pay it to them 
purfuant to order from, your Dew an Cut¬ 
chery, and take their receipt for it. 

• m 
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11 |. The under-writen rules are- to be 
obferyed in laying in proviiions and {lores : 

The {lores which are required for the 
principal and inferior fortrefiespare mentio- 
tied in the .regulations for the Keikd&rs i■ 
you are to tranferi.be thofe regulations, and 
having obfervef what kind of fort there is 
in your didridt, you are to deliver the full 
quantity of llores required for it to the KM- 
ladar and Serijhladar^ taking a receipt for 
the fame. The quantity of lamp oil. for 
the feryice of the fort is included in the 
eilablifoment oi the Ahajhaum , according 
to which it is to be daily given out; and 
at the periods when {lores and provuionn 
are depofited in the magazines, you are to 
laj- in a pi opot tionable quantity of oil, three 
fourths to confift or oil of Hic'mus, and 
one fourth oil of Sefame ,, 


If there lhould beany foldiersin the fort, 
you are, every 15 days, to give out to them 
a fufficient quantity of oil of Sefame » to 
dean their mufquets with, talcing a receipt 
for it. dhl \ 





The Kelladar will deliver to you out of 
the old ftores fuch articles as are condem¬ 
ned, which you are to take and exchange 
with the fhop-keepers. The Kelladar will 
alfo once in every year deliver to you all 
articles which have been hired, and all 
other articles once in three years to be ex¬ 
changed, and you are to take and exchange 
them. You are to put into good repair the 
old magazines in which the grain is kept 
in fore, and if there are no old magazines 
you are to build new ones fufficient to con¬ 
tain it. 

Twelve articles of food for each perfon 
every day, are fixed as follows ; and you 
are to fupply them in the quantities and at 
the periods appointed in the orders relative 
to forts. 
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Lift of the Articles. 
Rice of every 

kind - i full Dek. 


Flour 

£ of a full Dek. 

Pulfe - - 

| of a fhort or 


light Dek. 

Ghee 

i Joze , ( or weight . 


of a Rupee) 

Tamarinds * 

2 ditto. 

Chillies 

£ Joze. 

Salt 

2 ditto. 

Turmeric 

£ ditto. 

Onions - 

i ditto. 

Garlic - 

£ ditto. 

Beetlenut 

£ ditto. 

Tobacco - 

i ditto. 

The MSS. copy gives 6 Joze of this article 


The printed copy has been adhered to. 


% 
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The following are the rules for eftabiiftv 
ing depots of provifions, &c* 
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Names of the 
Article?)# 


Eight months 
flock in a prin¬ 
cipal fort, 


S:ucntonths 
flock m a 
fort of the 
firft rank 


Wheat* . - * . 
Jc.<rgree .... 
Silk, raw . - * 
Afwaiv . - . - 
Khidffoakedh ) 
time juice ., « ) 
Wax 

Buch* ; . . » 
Rukieool . , . • 
Opium. . i • • 

Murdaitrfing* * 
Slung Reyza. , • 
jPri&s. * * 
Gunny for bags. 
Large earthen ? 

pans . . - « $ 
Earthen pots 
ami plates of 
various kinds; 
and when any 
of thefe are 
broke, they 
are to be re¬ 
placed, J 

MuJfinU o {Ki- \ 
roy wood. j 


loco Deb. 
250 Ut tul$* 

5 fullDcAi. 
go ditto, 

10 do, 

10 do- 
70 do. 

10 do, 
jo do, 

5 do. 

5 d °- 
5 <*<,. 

40 pieces 
3500 


8000 


4000 


75° Deh 
187 

3J 

87 

# 

If 

15 

7i 

. ?i 

si 

3 a 

81 

30 pci 
*500 


6000 


30*90 


Four 
months 
{lock in a 
fort of the | 
fee on d j 
rank. 

—nti.ro.3 

Two 
months 
ftock in a 
fort of the 
third rank. 

goo D eh 

2 go Dch 

is&5 

6 2 | 

H- 

2 5 

tfcf 

5 

4 

• 5 

4 

10 ' 

5 

5 

2V 

u 

a 

sf 

1 f 

o'. ' •' 

“ l 

t 'Jt 

s 20 pCCS 

16 pees 

800 

60c 

l 

4 OOO 

3 I 30 

2000 

1000 + 


* As lime* do not keep long, coarfc cloth is fteeped in their juice, 
and fuffered to dry.—When the forts are (hut up, fmall pieces of 
this doth are ferved out in place of limes. A little hot water ex- 
trails the acid* 

i It is fuppofed that thefe articles are to be eonftantly in depofit, 
»„a that the (lock of rice, See. (hould be computed by multiplying 
the number of men and days nud the ^unities fpeftified atone 
day’s allowance. if 5* 


































t 16. If any of the Peons belonging to 
the Fort fhould accompany th zBukJhee,Fo+ 


gedar , or Sepadar , a diftance not exceeding 


20 Kurobs, to any place within the diftridt, 
in war time, as efcort, there is no occafiqn 
to give them diet-money; but if this dif¬ 
tance is exceeded, they are, each man* to 
be allowed 5 Fanams. And alfo if they 
fhould be fent to fight or as guards beyond 
the limits of the diftridt, to a diftance of 20 
Kurohs , they are each to be allowed 7 Fa - 
nams *, which you are to pay upon its 
being ordered from your Dewan Cutchery* 

Out of the unarmed Peons in your dif- 
tridt, 6 men are ordered for every Dooley 
with 3 Korraries + and 2 Cottas J : the 
bottoms of the Dooleys are to be made with 
the Boha rope. In this manner they are 
to be kept in readinefs ; and whenever ail 
order comes for them from the Hu%%oor , 
they are to be furnifhed immediately. A 

* It does not appear whether this allowance is 
for the trip, or for what period. 

f Pioneers’ tools. 

% Bill-Hooks. 
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ii milar order has been given to the Kelladat\ 
and you are to fee that he obeys it. 

118. No refbed is to be fhewn to per- 
ions who are born: of 11ave-women and of 
profUtutes ; and they are not to be afibciated 
with. They are moreover not to be taught 
to read and write. Teachers are to be 
forbid to inftrud them ; if any one (hall 
inftrud them, his tongue is to be cutout. 
Per fons of the above description may marry 
amongft themfelves, but /hall not be per¬ 
mitted to many into refpedable families. 


\ 

119. If any perfon, whether before mar¬ 
riage or after marriage, lhall keep a profti- 
tute or female Have, you Shall, after afcer* 
raining the fad, take the Have for Govern¬ 
ment ; and if any perfon objeds to it, he 
will be punifhable. 

120. A lerap of paper is not to be trodden 
upon : this injundion is £0 be particularly 
attended to ; whenever fcraps of paper are 
found they are to be buried in the earth, 

121. Heretofore all perfons have been 

(fife} T 
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accuftomed after meals to wa(h their hands 
with flour of vetches, See, and to rub their 
bodies with it when bathing : this is very 
improper, and it is forbid in future ; and in 
place of flour of vetches, it is ordered that 
they fliall ufe flour made of Nagur - 
Mootha *; and all men are enjoined to obey 
this order. 

t22. Yon are to caufe the name of your 
diftri£t to lie {tamped on all iron implements 
and fhot which are made in your diftri£t; 
and are to fend them through yourCutchery 
to Agran Puttun, 

123. The following names are given to 
the Sultaunee months and years, by which 
they are to be exprefled in the accounts : 


* Hindoo Cycle. 


1 . Aloud Perbhoa 


2. Ahmud JVebhoa 


* The firft column next to the numbers contain 
the Sultaunee names, and the fecond column th> 
Sbanfcrit names of the Hindoo cycle, of fixty year* 
The orthography of fome of the Shanfcrtt names i 
indiftinft in the original. 


<5 2 
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29. Tclhey 


Sookla 
Permodola 
Perjotepulty 
Angreefba 
Seerl Mookha 


8 . Maud 

Bhawa 

9. Jab 

Aiwa 

10 . /lege 

T) hat 00 

11. Huj 

EJheera 

12 . Juhud 

Bhoodama 

13 , Jehaud 

Pir made c 

14. Wajeh 

Wtkerma 

15. Tad 

JVifhoo 

16, Zuhud 

Chitterbhanoo 

1 7. Ja%a 

Soobhanoo 

18. Hey 

Taurun 

19, JTdhed 

Parthoa 

20 . Budoh 

Wigeab 

2 x , 

Seroojeet 

22, 

Serodhprree 

23. Foss* 

Veerodhee 

24. 6W 

Vikertee 

25* Havee 

Khurra 

2 6. Cubud 

Nundun 

27. 

Vijle 

28. Waheed 

Hia 


Manmuiia 

■■ | $ r &! 
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30. Kie 

Doormooky 

31. Kia 

Hulmunnee 

32. Kubood 

Wulmunnee 

33. 

IVikarree 

34, Del 

Surwuddee 

35. Ddl 

Palwaw 

36. Jubdl 

Soobuliirt 

37. Zukee 

Peerbakerit 

38. Azel 

Kurodhee 

39. Jeloo 

Wijjwafoo 

40. Delo 

Purabhoa 

41. 

Palonga 

42. Kubuc 

Keebucka 

43. Jum 

Somea 

44. Jam 

Sadharee 

45. Adam 

Wirodeekurno 

46. Wully 

Peridhaoree 

47. Wallee 

Permabueka 

48. Cobkil 

Anunda 

49. Co aliib 

Rakujha 

50. 

Nalla 

51. Dodm 

Pingalla 

52. Humd 

Kalooky 

c 2. Hamid 

Sidhartee ' 

54. Jdn 

Roodree 

55. Adeem 

Durmuttee 

56. Ho may 

Doondhee 

"" - > V - • 
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58. Kabul 
59 * Jchdfi 
60. Majeez 


Roodercarree 

Rukta 

Kurodhunna 

Rukyenna 


Names* of the Sultamee Months. 


Hmi 

JpliK 


B 5 |®» 
§■ 


i. Ahumudee 

Chyter 

2. Beharrce 

Byfack 

3 * y^ ree 

Jeyte 

4. Darayee 

Afaar 

5, Hajhmee 

Suranvun 

6. fVauJfye 

Bhader Pud 

7. Zubberjuddy. 

Afnoge 

8. Hyderree 

Cartic 

9. Poouke 

Magcejlr 

10. TuJJiuffee 

Poofs 

1 1. Izzuddec 

Maug 

12, Beazee 

Phagocn 


* The firft column, next to the numbers, con¬ 
tains the Sultaunee names ; and the fecond column 
the Hindoo names. 
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sultaunee; rule* 


Make your computation by the firR let¬ 
ter in the name of the month, and you 
will know without difficulty what • month 
it is in the order of their fucceffion; like- 
wife by the Jummul f calculation* The 
letter competing the names of any year, 
will give you the number of the year in 
the Cycle J of 60. 

* Or Key, by which the year and months may 
be known from the Suhaumn names here given to 
them* 

f The Jummul is a calculation by the arithme¬ 
tical, called Ahjad\ the letters of which l ave dif¬ 
ferent powers, from i to 1000* See Ricbardfonks 
Perfian Dictionary* 

* For the application of the above rule obferve 
the fir.ft letter of the. month Ahmudce is Alif, which,, 
in the /.Ibjiid , .{lands for I, and the letter compofmg 
the Sultiuinee name of the year Delo is f)au/ 9 which 
Hands for 4, Laum 30, and JVao 6, making toge¬ 
ther a total' of 40 ; fo that 4 4 the ift of Ahmudce of 

u the year JDtlo, Purabhoa,* 1 which is the d:.: fub- 1 
joined to tliefe Regulations, means the lit day of 
the 1 ft month of the 40th year of the Cycle,* It 
mufti however, be alfo olftervcd, that the fir ft and 

ffffiiliy; i§ uj ; 
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124. It is ordered that an Irfaiilnama of 
the whole revenue of the diftridt lhall be 
forwarded at the fame time with the an¬ 
nual fupplies. This Irfaulnama is to ftate 
the tot^l of the Jumma of the diftrict, the 
amount tranfmitt'ed, and the balance; as 
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alfo a full account of the remittances which 
have been fent through the Dewan of your 
Cutchery, in goods, cloths, coral, carda- 
mums, and other articles which have been 
purchafed. It is moreover to contain a de¬ 
tailed account of the Jumma, and the re¬ 
ceipts and balances, diftinguifhing the ba¬ 
lances of the prefent year, and thofe of 
former years, which are to be carried for¬ 
ward to the account of the enfuing year. 

125. You are to examine the jewels, 
clothes, copper and brals utenfils, &c. 

fecond years are not to be found by the Jummul 
calculation. Ahud is a word fignifying unity, and 
therefore 11 fed to exprefs the Creator ; and Ahmud 
is one of the appellations of the Mahomedan Pro¬ 
phet. This rule applies throughout, with the ex¬ 
ception of the name of the firft and fecond year of 
the Cyck. See AJiatic Refcarches , Volume the ad. 


page 233. 
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which belong to all the Hindoo pagodas 
throughout jour diftrid, and have an ac¬ 
count of them taken by the Serijhtadad& and 
Shamboges, with the description and weight 
of each article; and you are to deliver 
them over to the charge of the Shamboges , 
with directions to allow the ufe of them at 
the times when they are wanted in celebra¬ 
ting worfhip, and afterwards to put them 
a way with care. In cafe the Shamboges fhould 
at any time be changed, the Shamboge who 
is removed (hall deliver over charge of 
thefe articles to his fucceffbr, and .if any 
deficiency fhould appear, you and the 
Shamboges of the Pagodas will be made to 
anfvver for it. 


126. Wages fufficient for your mainte¬ 
nance are allowed to you and your officers. 
It is therefore expended that you will not 
be guilty of miifepreientation, in any 
matter, whether trifling or great. 

Pahehood is an offence of the highefl 
nature, againft both morality and religion. 
According to the books Sherra IVekaya and 
Sfareech Felayet Khoraujaun, Siu offences 
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the Sovereign are of four defcrip- 
tions; and the punifhment ordained for 
each of them is mentioned in thofe books. 
God has alfo pronounced his curfe a gain ft 
Jyars; fo heinous a vice is falfehood, that 
all the other vices on the earth are produced 
by it; and God has declared the lyar to be 
a companion for Satan. From him who, 
in obedience to God and his Prophet, 
fhuns this vice, offence againfl his Sove¬ 
reign is not to be expe&ed. 

The following are the four defcriptions 
of offences alluded to: 

iff. He who rifes in arms againfl his 
Sovereign, or unites with his enemies; or 
he who, by a writing under his hand, in- 
fligates another to do fo; and he who with 
his hand is guilty of theft. The punifh¬ 
ment denounced againfl fuch criminals is, 
that they fhall be tortured, and be deprived 
of exiflence. 

2nd. He who utters difrefpeflful words 
againfl his Sovereign; he who, by word of 
mouth, infligates another to offend againfl 
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bis fovereign ;• be who .{peaks In favour of 
a had man ; he who difcloies his fovercign’s 
fee rets; and all who are guilty of offences 
.with their tongues. The pumftiment of 
fuch offenders is to be So ftripes, 

3d. He who by a look incites another to 
offend a gain ft his Sovereign ; he who ha¬ 
ving feen another offend again ft his Sove ¬ 
reign., keeps blent; he who having wit- 
oefted a theft, does hot make it known:; 
and all who are guilty of. offences with, 
their eyes* Such offenders are to be re¬ 
proved, and treated with feverity; and if 
they benefit by the reproof, well and good; 
otherwife they, as well as thofe who know 
of evil actions, and do not endeavour to 
prevent them, are to be turned out of the 
country, 

4th, He who hearing of an offence againft 
Ids Sovereign, or of an intended theft, 
keeps blent, and does not endeavour to 
prevent the offence, is evidently confent- 
ing to the offence, and therefore deierves 
puibfhment. If he is a man of rank, he 
is to be punched In his property ; if of a 
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low degree, in his perfon. Punilhments 
may be remitted by the fovereign. 


If any crime of the above four defcrip- 
tions fhall be proved upon you, you will 
receive the punifhment above denounced 
againft it*. 


You are to periife and ftudy thefe or¬ 
ders, morning and evening, and aft ac¬ 
cording to them. In cafe of your failing 
to do fo, you will be brought to fevere 
puniihment. They are comprifed in 21 
leaves, and contain 125+ articles. 


Dated 1 ft of Ahmudy, the year \ Delo 
Purabhoa, and of the Higeera 1200. Writ¬ 
ten by Abbafs Ally, and dictated by Lala 
Govind Roy, belonging to the Dewan Cat¬ 
cher y of the Huzzoor. Lines 528. 

The 95th article ought properly to have been 
jnferted as a paragraph in this place. 

f There are in all 127 articles. The 95th arti¬ 
cle appears to have been inferted after the reft of 
the book had been written, and the 127th is addi¬ 
tional to the original code. 

| Fortieth year of the Cycle in article 123. 
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127*. Imperial mandate under date the 
3d of the month of Sumree + off the King’s 
year, and year of Mahomed, 1215. 

Be it known to Syde Buddeeu%%umaum, 
Dew an of the 8 th Cutchery at Sunkt 
Gurry . 

The Reyuts , &cc. of your diftri&s, when 
cohv idled of offences, are, at prefent, 
fined by Government. It is ordered that 
in future thefe fines fhall be commuted 
and that the offender, in place of every 
pagoda of the fine adjudged again!!. him, 
fhall plant 2 Mango trees, and 2 trees of 
the large Jaw-nun | in front of his village, 
and to water and tend them till they are of 
the height of 3 Derras . This order is to 
be inferted in the regulations for the dif- 
tridis, 

* Not numbered in the original, 
f Sumree, not being one of the names of months 
in art. 123, is f uppoied to have been an error of the 
copyiit, or to be a word of one of the dialects of 
that country. 

t Almond Trees. /"“, hi 

g|g£ ; ; |!&J g,' 
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The above order is accordingly inferted 
in the regulations for the diftridt, this i ith 
of the month Zabcid ycijfecrcc of the King s 
year, and year of Mahomed, 1215, cor- 
refponding with the Pulwung *, Seeuhir 
Jlbdeel Sirawin Mans. 


* Words not intelligible, excepting Surawutt 
JHausy or Hindoo month of Sawwi* 




PLANS 

fob, 

BRITISH INDIA , 

CONNECTED WITH 

THE PRINCIPLES OF THE NEW ACT. 


* 793 ^ 



[ 97 ] 


An Abridgment of the A A for fettling the 
Government and Trade of India, and for 
the Appropriation of the Territorial Re¬ 
venues and Profits of Trade between the 
Public and the Raft-India Company. 

1 793 • 


THE CONTROL AT HOME. 

The A£t provides for the continuation 
of the Board of Control for the affairs of 
India in all its parts, except, that inftead 
of the Secretary of State being the Prefi- 
dent, the perfon firft named in the King’s 
Commiftion is to be the Prelident; and, 
inftead of the Commiftion being limited 
to fix Privy Counfellors, the number is 
indefinite, refting on the King’s pleafure ; 
of which, however, the two principal Se¬ 
cretaries of State and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer are to be three: and His 
Majefty may, if he pleafes, add to the lift 
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two Commifiioners, who are not of his 
Privy Council. 

By the former Ad:, no fabrics were 
given to the Commifiioners for India; and 
thole of their Secretary and other Officers 
'were to be paid out of the Civil Lift. By 
the new ad, the King may give £.5,000 
a year amongft fuch of the Commiftioners 
as he pleafes; which, together with the 
falaries of the Secretary and Officers, and 
other expences of the Board, are to be 
paid by the India Company,, and not by 
the Civil Lift. The whole is not to exceed 
£.16,000 a year, the Commiftioners’ Sala¬ 
ries included. 

Oaths are preferibed for the Commit- 
ftoners and their Officers. The office of a 
Commiftioner or Chief Secretary is not 
to be deemed a new office, to dibble their 
fitting in Parliament. The appointment 
of a Commiftioner not having a lalary, or 
of a Chief Secretary (if a Member of the 
Houfe of Commons) is not to vacate his 
feat; but the appointment of a Commit- 
ftoner with a lalary will vacate his leal:. 


• MiMsr/f 
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Three Commiffioners muft be prefent to 
form a Board. 


The powers of the Board are, in fub- 
ftance, the fame as under former Ads of 
Parliament. They are to fuperintend, di- 
red, and control all ads, operations, and 
concerns which relate to the Civil or Mi¬ 
litary Government and Revenues of India, 
fubjed to the reftridions hereafter men¬ 
tioned. They and their Officers are to 
have accefs to the papers and records of 
the Company, and to be furnifhed with 
copies or extrads of fuch of them as Ihall 
be required. They are alfo to be furniftied 
with copies of all proceedings of General 
Courts and Courts of Diredors, within 
eight days; and with copies of all dif- 
patches from abroad, which relate to mat¬ 
ters of Government or Revenue, immedi¬ 
ately after their arrival. No orders on 
thofe fubjeds are to be fent by the Com¬ 
pany to India until approved by the Board, 
and when the Commiffioners vary or ex¬ 
punge any difpatches propofed by the Di¬ 
redors, they are to give their reafons; 
and all difpatches are to be returned to the 
W H a 
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irt of Diredors in fourteen days. The 
Diredprs may date their objections to any 
alterations, and the Commidioners are to 
reoonikier them, and if they interfere with 
what the Directors may deem matters of 
Commerce, the Directors may apply to 
the-King iri Council to determine betwixt 
them. But the Board are redridled from 
the appointment of any of the Company’s 
Servants. If the Directors, on being called 
upon to propofe difpatcb.es, on any lubjedl 
relating to Government or Revenue, fhall 
fail to do fo within fourteen days, the. 
Board may originate their own difjpatches 
on that fubjed. 


The Board are not to authorize any in- 
create of Hilaries, or any allowance or 
gratuity to be granted to perfons employed 
in the Company’s fervice, except the fame, 
da all be firfl propofed by the Company/ 
and their intention and realons for fuch grant 
are to be certified to both Houles of Par¬ 
liament thirty days before the falary can 
commence. 


The Diredors are to appoint three of 


their members to be a Committee of Se¬ 
crecy, through whom difpatches relating 
to Government, war, peace, or treaties, 
may be fent to, and received from India. 
The Secret Committee, and the perfons 
they employ to tranfcribe fecret difpatches, 
are to be fworn to fecrecy. 

Orders of Directors concerning the Go¬ 
vernment or revenues of India, once ap¬ 
proved by the Board, are not fubjedt to 
revocation by the General Court of Pro¬ 
prietors. 


THE GOVERNMENTS ABROAD. 


The prefent forms of Government over 
the Prefidencies of Bengal, Fort St. George, 
and Madras, are continued in all their 
effential parts. For Bengal, by a Governor 
General and three Members of Council. 
For each of the others, a Governor and 
three Members. Thefe latter, in refpedt 
to treaties with the native powers of India, 
levying war, making peace, colledHng and 
applying revenues, levying and employing 
forces, or other matters of civil or military 
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Government, are to be under the control 
of the Government General of Bengal; and 
are,, in all cafes whatever, to obey their 
orders, unlefs the Directors lhall have lent 
to thole fettlements any orders repugnant 
thereto, not known to the Government 
General; of which, in that cafe, they are 
to give the Government General immedi¬ 
ate advice. 

The Court of Directors are to appoint 
to thefe feveral Governments; namely, 
the Governor General, the two other Go¬ 
vernors, and the Members of all the Coun¬ 
cils ; and likewife the Commander in Chief 
of all the forces, and the three provincial 
Commanders in Chief. None of the. Com¬ 
manders in Chief are, ex officio, to be of 
the Council; but they are not clif jualifiecl 
from Toeing ib if the Dire&ors /hall think 
fit to appoint them, and, when they are 
Members of the Council, they are to have v 

precedence of" the other Counfellors. The t 

civil Members of Council are to be ap¬ 
pointed from the Lift of Civil Servants, 
who have refided twelve years in the ler- 
vice in India. i ' - 




The Directors may appoint to any of 
thofe offices provifionally., but without fit- 
lai*y, till the perfons appointed (hall ac¬ 
tually fiicceed in poflellioru Any vacancy 
of Governor General, or Governor, when 
no provifional fucceh.br is on. the fpot, is 
to be filled by the Senior of the civil Conn- 
fellors, till a fucceftbr (hall arrive, and 
the vacant feat in Council, thereby occa- 
fiotied, {hall be temporily fupplied from 
amongft the Senior Merchants at the no¬ 
mination of the afling Governor General, 
or Governor, if only one Counfellor {hall 
then remain. The Governor General and 
Governors may fupply vacancies in Coun¬ 
cil from the Lift of Senior Merchants, 
until fucceffors, duly appointed, (hall ar¬ 
rive to take their feats, in all thefe cafes, 
the falaries and allowances are to follow 
the afiting Members while in office. If 
the Directors fail to appoint to vacancies 
In two calendar months after notification 
thereof, the King may fupply them, and 
the Directors {hall not remove any perfon 
fo appointed. In all other cafes the Di¬ 
rectors have the power of recalling or dif- 
miffing any fervants; r ud the like general 


C I0 4 ] 

is vetted in the Crown. Appoint¬ 
ments made before the A <51 are not to be 

thereby ditturbed. 

, 

The Commander in Chief of all the 

I forces, when at either of the fubordinate 
fettlements, is to have a feat at the Coun¬ 
cil Board, but is to have no falary in ref- 
pe£t thereof; and if the Provincial Com¬ 
mander is a Member of that Council, he 
may continue to deliberate, but his voice 
fhall be fufpended as long as the other 
fhall remain. 

■ 

Provilion is made for fupplying the place 
of any Member of Council, difabled from 
attending by any cafual illnefs or infirmity. 

The departure of any Governor or Mem¬ 
ber of Government, or Commander in 
Chief from India, with intent to come to 
Europe, or any written refignation deli¬ 
vered in by them fhall be deemed an avoi- 
dance of office, and the coming into any 
part of Europe fhall be a fufficient indica¬ 
tion of that intent. No falary fhall be paid 
or payable to any Officer, or his Agent, 

\ 
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power 


during abfence, unlefs employed on adual 
fervice; and if anv officer- unlefs dbfent 
on fervice, never returns, the falary is to 
be deemed to have ceafed frorn the day of 
his quitting' the fettlement. 

The Ad: prefcribes the order and me¬ 
thod of conduding- bnfinefs at the ieverai 
Council Boards. Matters propounded by 
the Pr elide t (hall be hr ft proceeded upon. 
He may adjourn the difcuflion of quefticns 
put by the Mem ers of Council, but hot 
more than twice, nor beyond forty-eight 
hours each time. All orders are to be ex** 
preiled to be made by the Governor Ge¬ 
neral in Council, or Governor in Council 
Powers are given to the Governor General 
or Governors, to ad contrary to the opi¬ 
nions of the other Members of Council, 
taking upon themfelves the hole refponfibi- 
Iky. On fuch extraordinary occalions, the 
Governor General, or Governor, and 
Coimiellors, are to communicate to each 
other their opinions and reafons by mi¬ 
nutes, in writing, and to. meet a fecotid 
time; and if both retain their fir ft opi¬ 
nion, the minutes are to be entered on the 




confultations, and the orders of the Go* 
vernor General, or Governor, are to be 
valid, and put in execution. 



If the Governor General fhall vifit any 
fubordinate prefidency, he fhall appoint a 
Vice Prefident to a ft in Bengal during 
his abfence, who, with the Council, may 
a£t for that Prefidency alone. The Go¬ 
vernor General’s authority, and that of his 
Council, over fuch fubordinate fettlement, 
fhall be transferred to the Council Board 
of the Prefidency where he fhall be pre- 
fent, except in judicial cafes. And whilfl: 
he is in a fubordinate Prefidency, the Go¬ 
vernor thereof fhall have only a voice in 
Council. His other authorities, except in 
regard to judicial matters, fhall be fuf- 
pended. If the Governor General fhall be 
in the field without a Council, all the 
Governments and officers fhall obey his 
orders, and he alone fhall be refponfible. 

Thefe extraordinary powers fhall not 
extend to the impofing any tax, nor to 
any aft which might not be done by the 
whole Council, nor to any judicial cafe. 
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nor to the fufpenfion of any {binding order 
of Government, nor fhall thofe powers be 
exercifed by perfons cafually fucceedingto 
the temporary Government; and the Di« 
redlors, with the approbation of the India 
Board, majf fufpend thefe extraordinary 
powers,j and again revive them; and ali 
the Governments are laid under reilridtions 
to prevent war or extenfion of dominion in 
India, tinlefs hoftiiities againft the Com¬ 
pany, or their allies, fhall render war un¬ 
avoidable ; and the Members of the fubor- 
dinate Governments, adting contrary to 
this A<St, or to the diredions of the Go¬ 
vernment General, may be Impended or 
difmiffed by that Government, and far¬ 
ther puniflied. The fubordinate Preiidein- 
cies are alfo required to communicate all 
matters of importance to the Superior Go¬ 
vernment, with all difpatch. 

'The Governor General, and the other 
Governors, are veiled with powers of ap¬ 
prehending perfons fufpetled of illicit cor- 
refpondenee. Witnefles are to be exa¬ 
mined and crofs examined, and their evi¬ 
dence recorded; ai\d the parties may be 




tried either in India or fent home : in the 
latter cafe, the depositions of the witnelfes 
are alfo to be fent home, and are to be re¬ 
ceived in evidence, fubjea to impeach¬ 
ment in refpedt to the competency of the 
witnefles. 

To the a&ing Prefident of the feveral 
Council Boards, is given a calling vote in 
all cafes of equality of voices. 

PATRONAGE AND RULE OF PROMOTION. 

The Dire&ors are to appoint fo many 
Cadets and Writers only, as to fupply va¬ 
cancies according to returns from abroad. 
Their ages fhall not be under fifteen, not 
exceed twenty-two, unlefs any Cadet fhall 
have been one year in the King’s fervice, 
and then his age is not to exceed twenty- 
five years. All fhall have promotion by 
feniority of fervice only. Three years 
fervice qualifies a civil ffervant for a place 
of £. 500 a year; fix years for one of 
£. 1500; nine years £. 3000; twelve 
years £• 4000 a year or upwards. None 
to take two offices, where the joint emo- 
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luments ifhall exceed this rule. All Col¬ 
lectors of the Revenue ars to take the 
oath prefcribed in the Aft againft the ac¬ 
ceptance of prefents, and for faithfully 
rendering to the Company all they (hall 
receive. 


The acceptance of any prelent, by any 
fervant of the Crown, or of the Company 
in India, is made punilhable as for extor¬ 
tion (with a laving of fees to profeffional 
men) and the Court, before whom fitch 
offence is tried, on any conviction, may 
return the prefent to the party who gave 
it, or difpofe of any hue in favour of the 
profecutor, 

Difobedience of orders of the Dire Tors 
by lervants abroad, is made punilhable as 
for a mifdemeanor, and fo is any breach 
of trull or duty, or making or being party 
to any corrupt bargain concerning any 
office or employment, whether by a King’s 
or a Company’s fervant; and all the King's 
fubje&s in India are made amenable to all 
Courts of competent jurildi&ion abroad, 
and at home for all crimes committed by 
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The Company may com¬ 
pound civil a&ions, now depending, or 
hereafter to be brought at any time before 
judgment, but in criminal cafes they are 
abfolutely reftrided from compounding or 
remitting any judgment or fentence what¬ 
ever. 




Servants of the Company, after five 
years abfence, cannot return with their 
rank, nor ferve again, unlefs detained by 
ficknefs; or unlefs it be by leave of the 
Company on a ballot of three parts in four 
of the General Court. In cafe of ficknefs, 
the Directors are the judges in the Civil 
Service, and in the Military, the Dire&ors 
and the Board of Control jointly are the 
judges. 


THE TRADE. 

if ■ , ' • _ 

The Company’s term is extended for 
twenty years, from the ift of March, 
1794 ; fubjedt to be determined at or after 
that period, on three year’s previous no¬ 
tice by Parliament, fignified by the Speaker 
of the Houfe of Commons; fubjed. 





however, as to the trade to and {'com India, 
to the following limitations in favour of 
fuch private merchants as may choofe to 
trade thither. In other refpedts, and to 
and from China , and other places beyond <> 
the Cape of Good Hope, the former re¬ 
dactions againd private traders are con¬ 
tinued in force ; and if the exclufive trade 
thus limited, {hall be hereafter difconti- 
nued, the Company are dill to retain their 
corporate capacity, with power to trade 
with a joint dock in common with other 
people. If, however, any new fettlement 
Ihall be obtained from the Chiiiefe Go¬ 
vernment, feparate from the Continent of 
Alia, an export trade thither is referved to 
private Merchants, under certain condi¬ 
tions and regulations; and there is alfo a 
claufe to preferve the Southern Whalers ' 
in the benefit of their carrying trade into 
the Pacific Ocean, by the way of Cape 
Horn, to the northward of the Equator, 
limited to 180 degrees wed longitude from 
London ; and fhips from Nootka Sound 
are to be licenfed to trade from thence 
with Japan and China, but are not to 
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Bring any goods of the produce or inarm- 
fadure of thole countries to Great Britain. 


LIMITATIONS ON THE EXCLUSIVE TRADE 
TO AND FROM INDIA. 

All perions may export and import 
goods to and from India in the Company’s 
fhips, except that they fliall not. export 
military (lores, ammunition, rnaifoj (pars, 
cordage, anchors, pitch, tar, or copper; 
nor import India- calilcoes, dimities, muf¬ 
fins, or other piece goods, made or ma¬ 
nufactured with filk or cotton, or with 
(ilk or cotton mixed, or with other mixed 
materials, unlcfs it be done by leave of the 
Company, if the market fhall not be 
fufficiently fupplied with the excepted ar¬ 
ticles of import or export, with an excep¬ 
tion of military (tores and copper, the 
Bo'ard of Control may open that trade alio 
to individual;;. If the Company fhould 
not export 1500 tons'of copper annually, 
private traders may export copper, in the 
Company’s (hips, to the amount of the 
deficiency. 
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The Company are to furnilh private 
traders, till 1796, with 3000 tons of {hip¬ 
ping yearly, computed on the fame prin¬ 
ciple as the Company’s own tonnage is 
computed. The quantity may be increafed 
by order of the Board of Control, to meet 
the demands of the private traders; and 
if the Board order more than the Company 
approve, they may appeal from the order 
to the King in Council. And the Com¬ 
pany are reftri&ed from charging any 
higher freight than £.5 per ton outwards, 
and £.15 per ton inwards, except in time 
of war, or in circumftances incidental to 
war, or preparations for war, when they 
may charge an increafed rate of freight, 
in a due proportion to the rates at which 
they {hall take up their own {hipping, but 
the propofed increafe can only be made 
by the confent of the India Board, to whom 
the Directors are alfo required, in 1794, 
and in every third year afterwards, to lay 
a ftatement of the affairs of {hipping, and 
to abide by their order, touching any con¬ 
tinuance, increafe, or abatement of the 
fate of freight on private trade, 

467 '* 
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^ Private traders are, required to uotif 
to the Company’s Secretary, at home, and 
to the proper officers in India, at a time 
limited, the quantity of tonnage wanted 
by them for the entiling feafon, with the 
place of deifination, and the time when 
the goods will be ready for (hipping. At 
home, this notice is to he given before 
the 3 rii Augiifi: for the (hips of the enfu- 
j i-ng feafon, and before the 15th September 
they are to depofit the fum for the tonnage, 
or give lecurity to the Dire&ors for pay¬ 
ment of it. Before the 30th of October, 
they are to deliver a lift of the forts and 
quantities of the goods intended to be fent. 
i hi failure of having them, ready, by the 
day fpecified in the notice, they are to for- 
j; feit their depofit: or the (ecurity, and alfo 
their tonnage for that turn. Similar rules 
are -preicrihed for (hipping, See. goods in 
India; but it is left to the Governments 
there to fix the times, and to name the 
officers, to whom notices are to be given. 
The Company is to have the benefit of all 
forfeited and vacant tonnage, and if more 
is demanded for private trade than the 
quantity limited, every perfon is to have 
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his due proportion and notice is to be 
givejn him thereof, feven days before the 
day for making the depoSits. All Private 
Trade is to be registered in the Company’s 
books, and, in default of being registered, 
it is to be considered as illicit trade, and 
punifhable accordingly. 


The reftri&ions of the law againft the 
Company’s Servants, or others, from ac¬ 
ting as factors for foreigners, or lending 
money to foreign Companies, or on bot¬ 
tomry of their Ships, or aSiifting them with 
remittances by bills, are repealed. And 
all legal impediments to the recovery of 
debts, under any pretence that they were 
incurred illicitly, and again ft the letter of 
thefe abrogated laws, are removed; and 
all perfons in India, not Specially prohi¬ 
bited by the Company, or reftridled by 
their covenants, are authorized to a<ft as 
mercantile agents for any who may choofe 
to employ them ; and if there Shall be a 
want of Factors (properly qualified and au¬ 
thorized) the Company are to licenfe free 
merchants, with the approbation of the 
India Board, fo that there may be always 
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I proper fupply of agents for conducing 
the Private Trade abroad. But the be¬ 
coming factors is not to exempt any per- 
fons from being amenable to the general 
authorities of the Governments in India ; 
and all Agents are reftricled from going 
beyond ten miles from fome principal let- 
dement without fpecial leave. 


As a farther relief to Private traders, 
the duty of 5 per cent, granted by an Add 
of King William, on Goods imported in 
Private Trade, is, in refpedk to the India 
Trade, repealed ; and the Company’s lifual 
charge of 2 per cent difcontinited, and 
in lieu of thefe, and in fatisfadion of the 
cxpenjces of unfhipping, hoyage, cartage, 
wareliGufe room, fortihg, lotting, and 
felling private goods, the Company is to 
have if.3 per cent, oil the grofs amount 
of the files of Private Trade, the cuftoras 
thereon included. The repeal, or the al¬ 
lowance thus fuhftituted, is however not 
to extend to fpecial engagements made be¬ 
tween the Company and any of their Offi¬ 
cers, touching their privileges. 
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For the eafe of manufacturers, who may 
import any articles of raw materials. Rules 
or By-Laws are to be framed and efta- 
blilhed for bringing them to as early a fale 
as poffible, and for preventing any undue 
preference in the files of the fame com¬ 
modity amongft any of the importers, 
whether the goods belong to the Company 
or to individuals, the Tales are to be open 
and public, by inch of candle; and the 
whole confignment bought in by the pri¬ 
vate importer, is to be delivered out to 
him, on payment only of the duties and 
other dues thereon. All other goods im¬ 


ported in private trade are to be fold, and 
treated as heretofore, according to the 
By-Laws of the Company; and all goods 
in private trade are to pay to Government 
the fame cuftoms as goods imported by 
the Company on their own account. 


And inafmuch as the allowance of 3 per 
cent., and the rates of freight, will be in- 
fufficient to indemnify the Company their 
actual charges upon private trade, the Le- 


giflature hath thought it juft to exempt 
the Company from actions for lodes or 

mi v 




mignt, m ordinary cates, be liable by law 
to make good to the owner. But the Ad 
provides that the Company's Officers, and 
all perfons through whole means or neg¬ 
ligence any Id's (hall happen, fhall be li¬ 
able td make it good to the owner, and 
it gives a farther remedy to the 
in certain cafes, to recover fatisfadion, by 
enabling him. to profecute under the writ¬ 
ten engagements or fecurities taken by the 
Company for the lafe keeping of their own 
merchandize. All the laws prohibiting the 
import of goods from any other place than 
that of their growth, and for continuing 
all prohibitory laws in refped to the con- 
fumption or wearing of foreign manufac¬ 
tures are continued. 


owner 


APPROPRIATIONS 


Firft; in India. The territor ial revenues 
are to be applied, in the firft place, in de¬ 
fraying ail charges of a military nature. 
Secondly; in payment of the intereft of 
the debts there already, or hereafter to 
be incurred. Thirdly ; in payment of 
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the civil and commercial eftabhfhments. 
Fourthly; in payments of not iefs than 
one million per annum for the Company’s 
inveftments of goods to Europe, and re¬ 
mittances and inveftments to China; and 
the furplus, if any {hall remain, is to be 
applied in the difcharge of debts, or fuch . 
other purpofes as fhall be directed froth 
home. The fum allowed for inveftments 
may, from time to time, be increaled to 
the extent of the diminution made in the 
annual amount of the intereft of debts 
which fhall be paid in India or transferred 
home ; for which transfer, provision is 
made to an extent of .£.500,000 a year, 
by bills of exchange to be drawn upon the 
Company: and if the creditors {hall not 
fubfcribe to that amount, other per (on5 
may fubfcribe, and the money advanced 
by them for bills is to be applied in dit¬ 
ch arge of fuch debts ; and this rule is to 
be continued till the India debt in all be 
reduced to two millions. The Company 
may increafe thefe transfers home, but the 
Governments abroad are reftrkfted from 
exceeding; the above amount without their 
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payment of current charges, are thus ap¬ 
propriated : Firfl, in payment of a ten per 
cent, annual dividend, on the prefent or 
any increafed amount of the capital flock 
of the Company. Secondly, of £.500,000 
per annum to be fet apart on the firfl of 
March and the firfl of September, half 
yearly; and applied in the difcharge of the 
before-mentioned bills of exchange, for 
the aforefaid redu£tion of the India debt. 

Thirdly, of a like annual fum of £.500,000 
to the Exchequer, to be applied by Parlia¬ 
ment for the ufe of the Public, and to be 
paid on the firfl of January and firfl of 
July, half yearly, by equal inflalments. 

And, laflly, the furplus may be applied in 
the more fpeedy reduction of the India 
debt, till reduced to two millions ; or in 
difcharging debts at home, fo as-not to di- 
minifh the bond debt below £.1,500,000. 

Subject to thefe appropriations, and after 
the debt in India is reduced to two millions, 
and the bond debt at home to £.i ,500,000; 
one Jixth part of the ultimate furplus is to 
be applied to an increafe of dividend on the , 

f . (m) 


capital flock, and the remaining Jive jtxths 
is to be made a Guarantee Fund, or col¬ 
lateral fecurity for the .Company’s capital 
flock, and their dividend of ten per cent, 
until fiicli fund, by the monies paid by 
the Company, and the intereft thereof, 
fhall have amounted to twelve millions; 
and after that time, the laid five fixthf of 
the furplus is to belong to • the Public in 
full right. Thefe Jive Jtxths are to be paid 
into the Bank, and laid out in the purchafe 
of redeemable annuities, in the names of 
the Commiffioners for the reduction of the 
National debt, who are alfo to receive the 
dividends, and lay them out in like man¬ 
ner, until twelve millions have been in- 
veiled. That being accompli died, the an¬ 
nual dividends of the flock purchafed 
therewith, are, in the fir ft place, to make 
good any defalcation in the Company’s 
revenues, to pay the ten per cent, dividend, 
and fubjecl thereto, thofe dividends are to 
belong to the Public. If on the Com- 
pany’s exclusive trade being determined, 
their own affets fhall prove infufficient to , 
make good their debts, and alfb their capi • 
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of fuch Guarantee Fund is to make good 
the deficiency, as far as it will extend, and 


in the event of the Company difcontinuing 


their trade altogether, the excefs is to be¬ 


long to the Public. But if the Company 
fhall continue to trade with a joint flock, 
then the overplus, and the annual divi¬ 
dends thereof, are to remain as a like 
guarantee for a dividend of ten per cent, 
and the capital rated at j£.2oo per cent, as 
long as the Company fhall trade with a 
joint flock ; but fubje£l to the making 
good any fuch deficiencies the faid fund is 
to be deemed the property of the Public. 

If the bond debt at home, or the debts 
abroad, after being reduced to the fums 
before limited, fhall be again increafed, the 
former appropriation is to be revived, un¬ 
til thofe debts fhall be again diminifhed 
to their refpe&ive flandards before limited*. 

Any deficiency in the Funds to make 
good the £’.500,000 to the Exchequer in 
any year, is to be made good in the ex- 
ceffes of fubfequent years, unlefs it hap¬ 
pens in time of war, or by circumflances 












incidental to war, in which cafe the defi¬ 
ciencies are not to be carried forward - as 
a debt on the annual funds of the Com¬ 
pany, nor be brought forward as a debt. to 
be paid by the Company, unlefs only in. 
the event of their diets, on the concluhan 
of the exclufive trade affording more than 
fuffieient to make good the capital flock, 
rated at £.200 per cent, but any excels 
of fuch ailets beyond that amount, is liable 
to make good the deficiency of any fuch 
payments to the Public ; no intered is to 
be computed in the mean time on fuch 
deficiency. 

The fecurities given by the Calhiers of 
the Bank, are to extend to the monies they 
may receive under this A£t, and the Trea¬ 
sury is to dire# the allowances for manage¬ 
ment'; and if the India Company make 
default in any payments direfled by the 
Aft, they may be fued, and fhali pay £\i 5 
per cent, damages with coils of fuit. 


I 


i 
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The Aft diredls the manner in which 
receipts lhall be given, and a power is 
lodged in the Treafury to give the Com* 







pany farther time for payment in cafes of 
exigency. And it is declared, that nei¬ 
ther the claims of the Public, nor of the 
Company, to the territories in India, (hall 
be prejudiced by the Adi:, beyond the pro¬ 
longation of the term in the exclufive trade. 
The ad alfo contains a claufe of mutual 
acquittal of all outftanding demands be¬ 
tween the Crown and the Company, to 
the 24th Day pf December, 1792. 




The Ad recognizes the rights of the 
Company to a fum of £. 467,896 js. 4 d. 
in money and T9,750 Eaft India dock; 
(which fums conftitute the feparate Fund 
of the Company, eftablifhed under the Ad 
of 1781 ;) and it is obferved, that it will 
be more for the general intereft of the 
Company to continue that money employed 
ill trade, computing an intereft upon it, 
and to make it a fund for a permanent 
increafe to their dividend, of ioj. per cent., 
than to draw it from their trading capital 
for any fudden diftribution. And it then 
authorizes and limits the Company to make 
a dividend from this feparate fund, and 
the intereft thereof, after the rate of 10 s* 

fh'0 
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per cent, per aim. during their farther term 
in the exclufivO trade ; and at tne end of 
the term, it gives them a power of dif- 
pofing of the remainder of this fund as the) 

it 


The Company are not to grant any 
penfiortSj or new falaries, beyond £.^oo 
per arm. to any one perfon, without the 
eonfent of the Board of Control ; and 
the v are to lay before Pariiamenan finally > 
a lift of all their eftabliihments abroad, and 
at home, in which all penflpns and new 
falaries are to be particularly noticed ; and 
alfo complete accounts of all their af airs, 
receipts and outgoings of the preceding 
year, with eftimates for the following year 


.'if 


.All the old laws for preventing clan- 
deftine trade with India, and from lending; 
to or alfifting, or being concerned with 
foreign Companies., or foreign traders, are 
wholly aorogated, and the following pro- 
viiions are fubftituted in their place, ob- 
ferving that the penalties are made to ex¬ 
tend only to inch of His Majefty s fubjeces 
as belong to Great Britain, Guernfey, 


m 


Jerfey, Alderney, Sark, Man, Faro Ifles, 
or to the Colonies, Illands, or Plantations 
in America or the Well-Indies; and that 
all veffels and goods forfeited, may be fei- 
zed by any of the Company’s Officers in 
India or China. 

Perfons going unlawfully to India, and 
trafficking there, forfeit fhips, veffels, 
goods, and merchandize, and double the 
value thereof; one fourth to the Informers, 
and three fourths to the Company, they 
paying thereout the cofts of prolecution. 

Perfons unlawfully going to India, fhall 
be deemed unlawful traders, and fubje<9: 
to the foregoing penalties and forfeitures, 
and may alfo be profecuted as for a crime 
and mildemeanor, and be liable to fine and 
imprifbnment. One moiety of the fine 
goes to the King, the other to the Com¬ 
pany, if they profecute, or elfe to any 
other informer. 


Perfons unlawfully reforting to India, 
may be feized and lent home for trial; 

i%oo) 
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and, on arrival, they are to give bail, or 
be committed to prifon. 

— / 

Per foils difmiffed the fervice, or whofe 
licenfes fhall have expired, if they con¬ 
tinue in India, are to be confidered as il¬ 
licit traders, and are made fubjed to pe¬ 
nalties and forfeitures of goods, &c. as fuch. 

Goods Ihipped clandeftinely, or fuch as 
are reflrided by the Ad, and goods un- 
fhipped at fea, fhall be feized and forfeited, 
with double the value, and the Mailer, or 
other Officer, knowingly permitting or 
fuffering the fame, fhall forfeit all his 
wages to the Company, to be deduded 
out of the monies payable to the owners, 
and be difabled from again ading in the 
fervice. 

Any who (hall folicit for,, or accept a 
foreign commiffion, to fail to any trade in 
India, fhall forfeit £.500, half to the Com¬ 
pany, and half to the Profecutor, or the 
whole- to the Company, if they fhall 
profecute. 




1 




Governors and Gounfellors are pro¬ 
hibited- from trading, except for the Com¬ 
pany ; and all. Collectors, Supervifors, and 
others employed in the Revenues of Ben¬ 
gal, Bahar, and Orifla, or their Agents, 
or any in truft for them, are prohibited 
from inland trade, except for the Company . 
The Judges of the Supreme Court of Ju¬ 
dicature in Bengal, are ablolutely prohi¬ 
bited from traffick; and none, without 
the permiffion of the Company, fhall trade 
in Salt, Beetle Nut, Tobacco, or Rice, 
on pain of forfeiture of the goods, and 
treble the value, one moiety to the Com¬ 
pany, and the other to the Prosecutor. 

None (hall lend goods from India to the 
Continent of Europe, by any other chan¬ 
nel than as allowed by the A Cl, on pain of 
forfeiture of double the value; but this 
reftridlion is not to extend to matters of 
agency, only on the account bona fide of 
any foreign Company or foreign Merchant. 


The Aft then prefcribes the method of 
filing for forfeitures and penalties, and 

“ ' ' ' . ' floL) ' ' - ' • 
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determining the legality of feizures. 
gives a right of filing by A&ion, Bill, or 
Information, in any of the Courts of 
Weftminfter (in which cafe the venue is 
to be laid in London or Middlefex), or in 
the Supreme Court of Judicature in Ben¬ 
gal, or the Mayor’s Court at Madras or 
Bombay ; and in fuch fuits the legality of 
feizures of perfons, ffiips, or goods, is 
made cognizable. In cafes of mifdemea- 
nors, the offenders are punifhable by fine 
and imprifonment, and if abroad, they 
may be fent home, as part of the punifh- 
ment; and a capias, for arrefling the ac- 
cufed party, is given in the ffi-ft inftance, 
which may be compounded for by bail. 

For fecuring to the Crown the duties for 
goods unlawfully trafficked with, in the 
cafes of forfeiture of goods, the Attorney 
General may profecute the offenders, or 
their partners, by bills in a Court of 
Equity, waving penalties, and the defen¬ 
dants fhall make full difcovery of their il¬ 
licit traffick upon oath, and fhall be de¬ 
creed to pay all the duties thereupon to 
Government, and ^.30 P er cent » 011 the 



^'‘Vafee of the goods to the Company, and 
(liall.be relieved againft ail other forfeitures. 
The Company may, in like manner, pro¬ 
ceed againft offenders by Bill in Equity, 
and if they fail they (hall pay cofts. De¬ 
fendants are to pay cods to the Crown 
and to the Company, when the decree diall 
be affainft them. 

O 

If a common informer, before any fuit 
is commenced, (ball make known any of¬ 
fence to the Company, or the Attorney 
General, and either of them (hall prefer 
a fiat in Equity, in that cafe the informer 
(hall be entitled to one third part of the 
fan pie value of the concern which (hall be 
recovered. But if the Directors prefer a 
profecimon at law, the informer may pro¬ 
ceed, but (hall not difcoiitiriue the fuit 
without their confent. 

When the Company are the firft infor¬ 
mers, the whole of the informers’ (hares 
of penalties and forfeitures (hall belong to 
the Company, although the fuit be com¬ 
menced after the time elapfed for common 
informers to fue or profecute the offence. 

|1|; i ' : § i|l 
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On any fuit again!! the Company or 
their Servants for feizing, &c. the defen¬ 
dants may plead the general iffue, and give 
the Adt in evidence, and the burthen of 
proofs fhall be on the plaintiffs, that the 
feizure, &c. was unlawful; and on non- 
fuit, verdidt, or judgment, the plaintiffs 
Hiall pay treble colls. 


m 


mf 


The Adis or parts of Adis repealed, are 
as follow : 9 and 10 W. III. ch. 24, f. 81. 
The whole of the temporary Adt of 5 Geo. 
I. chap. 21. and fo much of the feveral Adis 
as continued it in force. The 7 Geo. I. 
ch. 21, f. 1 to f. 9. The whole of 9 Geo. 
I. ch. 26. The 3 Geo. II. ch. 14, f. 9. 
The 17 Geo. II. ch. 17, f. n. The 10 
Geo. III. ch. 47, f. 1 and 2. The 13 Geo. 
III. ch. 63, f. 23 to 29; and f. 32 to 35. 
The 21 Geo. III. ch. 65, f. 29. The 24 
Geo. IIK ch. 25, f. 3, 13, 29, and 31. 
The whole of the 26 Geo. III. ch. 16; and 
the 32 and 33 f. of 26 Geo. III. ch. 57. 
The repeal is not to extend to offences com¬ 
mitted before the commencement of the 
Act, nor is it to affedl the powers of the 
prefent Board of Control, until a new one 
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C' be appointed ; nor to affedt the pow¬ 
ers given to the India Board by certain 
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Adts of the 28th and 3 ill years of the King, 


concerning the forces in India, 


■V 


t 

If 


The jurifdicliori of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature at Fort William, in caules 
of Admiralty, is made to extend to the 
High Seas at large, whereby a defect in 
the Aft of 1773 for constituting; that Court 

is cured. 

*1 ® . ' 

For incireafiefg the number of Magis¬ 
trates in Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, 
the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal 
is to iftlie commiffions of the peace, in pur¬ 
suance of orders iffued in Council for that 
purpofe; and any of the Juftices, fo ap¬ 
pointed, may by order in Council, lit alio 
in the Courts of Over and Terminer, ta¬ 
king the oaths of Juftices in England, 
excepting the oath preferibed by the Adi 
of the 18 Geo. II. (relating to qualification 
by eftate.) The proceedings and judg¬ 
ments of juftices may be removed to the 
Court of Oyer and Terminer by Certiorari, 
as may be done into the Court of King’s 
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Bench in England, and on fimilar condi 


OT.'i 



tions, but cannot be fet afide for want of 
form, but on the merits only. The Juf- 
tices may alio aflociate with the Judges in 
caufes appealed, when called upon fo to do. 

The Governments abroad may appoint 
Coroners to take inquefls upon the bodies 
of perfons coming to an untimely end, and 
appoint fees to be paid for that duty. 

I 



% 
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The Juftices of the Peace may appoint / 
Scavengers, and raife money by afTeffinents 
for cleanfing, watching, and repairing the 
ftreets of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay: 
they may alfo licenfe houfes for retailing 
fpirituous liquors, and fix the limits of thofe 
towns ; and none are to retail fpirits but 
fuch as they fhall fo licenfe, under the 
penalties of the laws of Great Britain. 


A fpecial oath is prefcribed to be taken 
in future by the Directors of the Company, 
prohibitory of their abting as Direbtors, 
when concerned in buying from, or fel¬ 
ling to, the Company any goods; and pro¬ 
hibitory of their being concerned in any 
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{Hipping employed by the Company, or 
accepting any prefent for any appoint¬ 
ment of office, or of being concerned in 
any private trade contrary to the Aft. 

Profecutipns for any thing done under 
the Aft are limited to three years, or if 
the party aggrieved be abroad, then in 
, three years after his return. 

The Aft is to commence in Great Bri¬ 
tain as foon as it (hall receive the Royal 
aflent, and in India on the iJf of February, 
1794. except when any fpecial commence¬ 
ment is prcfcribed in it. 



The Claufes in A 5 h of Parliament •which 
conf itute the Charter of Rights of Britijh 
India. 


21 Geo, III. cap. 70, fee. 17. 

Provided always, and be it enaded, 
that the Supreme Court of Judicature at 
Fort William in Bengal fhali have full 
power and authority to hear and deter ¬ 
mine in fuch manner as is provided for 
that purpofe in the laid charter or letters 
patent, all and all manner of a&ious and 
fuits againilali and lingular the inhabitants 
of the faid city of Calcutta ; provided that 
their inheritance and fucceffion to lands, 
rents, and goods, and all matters of con- 
trad. and dealing between party and party, 
.1 hall be determined, in the cafe of Ma- 
homedans , by the laws and ufages of Ma- 
homedans ; and in the cafe of Gentu. f, by 
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the laws and ufages of the Gentus ; and 
where only one of the parties fhall be a 
Mahomedtm or a Gentu , by the laws and 
ufages of the defendant. 

Sec. 18. And in order that regard fhould 
be had to the civil and religious ufages of 
the faid natives, be it enaded, that the 
rights and authorities of fathers of fami- 
lies, and mailers of families, according as 
the fame might have been exercifed by the 
Geniu or Mahomedan law, fhall be pre- 
ferved to them refpectively within their 
faid families ; nor fhall any acts done in 
confequence of the rule and law of caft 
refpedting the members of the faid fami¬ 
lies oiily, be held and adjudged a crime, 
although the fame may not be held jufti- 
fiable by the laws of England. 

Sec. 19. And be it further enacted, that 
it fhall and may be lawful for the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William in 
Bengal , to frame fuch procefs, and make 
fuch rules and orders for the execution 
thereof, in fuits, civil and criminal, againft 
the natives of Bengal, Bahar , and Orija , 






3s may accommodate the fame to the reli¬ 
gion and manners of Rich natives, fo - fat 

O 

as the fame may con lift with the due exe¬ 
cution of the laws, and attainment of jus¬ 
tice. 


Sec. 20. Provided always that fuch new 
forms of procefs, and rules and orders for 
the execution thereof, Hi aft be forthwith 
tranfmitted to one of Bis Majefty’s princi¬ 
pal Secretaries of State. 

His Majefty for his 1 
correction 


and fuch procefs 
ftiall be ufed, and inch rules and orders 
(haft be oblerved, until the fame fhali be 
repealed or varied ; and in the raft cafe 
with fuch variation as ftiall be made 
therein. 


And whereas complaints have pre- 
iC vailed, that divers Rajahs, Zemindars, 
44 Poly gars, Talookdars, and other native 
44 landholders, within the Britilh territo- 
44 ries in India, have been unjuftly de- 
44 prived of, or coropdied to abandon and 
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their refpeflive lands, 

44 diCtions, rights, and privileges, or that 
44 the tributes, rents, and fervices, re- 
44 quired to be by them paid or performed 
44 for their refpeCtive pofleffions, to the 
“ faid United Company, are become grie- 
44 vous and oppreffive. And whereas the 
44 principles of juflice and honour of this 
44 country require that fuch complaint 
44 fhould be forthwith inquired into and 
44 invejiigated , and if founded in truth, 
44 effectually redrefled.” Be it therefore 
enadted, that the Court of Directors of 
the faid United Company fhall, and they 
are hereby accordingly required forthwith 
to take the faid matters into their ferious 
confideration, and to adopt, take, and pur- 
fue fuch methods for inquiring into the 
caufes, foundations, and truth of the faid 
complaints, and for obtaining a full and 
perfeCt knowledge of the fame, and of all 
circumftances relating thereto, as the faid 
Court of Directors fhall think belt adapted 
for that purpofe; and thereupon, accord¬ 
ing to the circumftances of the refpeClive 
cafes of the faid Rajahs, Zemindars, Po- 
lygars, Talookdars, and otlier native land- 




44 relinquifh 



holders, to give' orders and lnRruCtlons to 
the feveral Governments and Presidencies 
in India for effectually redrafting, in fue.h 
manner as Shall be confiftent with jultice 
and the laws and cuftoms of the country,, 
all injuries and wrongs which the laid Ra¬ 
jahs, Zemindars, Folygars, Taiookdars, 
and other native landholders, may have 
fuRained unjuftly in the manner aforefaid; 
and for fettling and eftablilhmg, upon 
principles of moderation and jcftice, ac¬ 
cording to the laws and confHtution of 
India , the permanent rules by which 
their rdpeCtive tributes, rents, and fer- 
vices fhall be, in future, rendered and paid 
to the laid United Company by the laid 
Rajahs, Zemindars, Polygars, Talook- 
dars, and other native landholders. 





BRITISH INDIA 


THE 


PROVINCIAL ESTABLISHMENTS 


MAHOMED AN CONQUERORS 


BENGAL PROVINCE 


AND IN THIS 


NORTHERN CIRCARS 





[ 143 ] 


Mahomedan provincial Eftablifh 
ment in the Circars 


CHAP, I 


Officers of the Crown. 

i. , the provincial delegate , 

held his office moft commonly by Sunnud 



from the Nizam , or great ruler of the Six 

* This eftablilhment is extracted from Mr. Grant’s 
political furvey of the northern Circars , prefented to the 
Houfe of Commons on the motion of the Honor¬ 
able C . Grevil/e, in 1790, at the time when a letter 
from the Earl Cornwallis , on the fettlement of Bahar 
was prefented by Mr. Dundas . Both communica¬ 
tions remain undifturbed on the table of the Houfe 
of Commons, and the fettlement itfelf remains yet 
to be explained to Parliament. 

f Aumildar in the Circars was, in rank, greatly 
below the Fougedar of the Carnatic Paycngaut and 


Kirpah. 
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Soubahs of the Decan, iornetimes from the 
Soubahdar of Hydrabad . His local juni- 
didtion extended over all the maritime pro¬ 
vinces between Gondcgama and the Chilka 
lake. He was .invefted with abfoiute 
powers of Zelahdarry , or provincial civil 
in a gift racy; Fcugedarry , military command; 
and Shaikdarry, or control of finance. 


In his firft capacity of Nazim or ruling 
magrftrate,, he was guardian of the rights of 
Sovereignty. Arbiter of life and death, he 
prehded in perfon, or by Naib or deputy, in 
the Sadder Cutchcree Adawlet, or chief court 
o'juftice. The Darogha, or principal clerk, 
prepared the indi&ment, fummoned eviden¬ 
ces, and went through the forms of exami¬ 
nation dire&ed by the bench. The Mufti , 
or Molavi , doctors learned in the law', ex¬ 
pounded the Koran . The Cazi, or fupreme 
judge, pronounced the fenten^. The 
Cutwal , or lieutenant of police, executed 
it, but only by the fpecial command of the 
Aumildar . 


As the reprefentative of Sovereignty, he 
took cognizance of, and ultimately and folely 


II4 
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determined the more confiderable civil dis¬ 
putes, or caufes of conliderable private 
property, fuch caufes being produ&ive of 
heavy fines, and the ufual forfeiture of one 
fourth of the amount litigated to Govern¬ 
ment, but he left the decifion of the inconfi- 
derable caufes to the Cazi , they being Un¬ 
productive of heavy fines. 

■ • ;■ . # 

The Cazi was notary public alfo, in the 

atteftation of deeds of grant, or contract, 
and writings in general. 

. 

Thus, the Mahomedan code was the law 
of the land, and regulated the form of pro¬ 
ceedings ; the exercife of it depended on 
the arbitrary will of the Aumildar. 

In his fecond capacity of Sirdar Fouje, 
or head of the troops, the Aumildar himfelf 
held the principal Jageer , or military fief, 
either denominated Zatee or perfonal, Muf- 
proot or conditional; and the leffer Jageer - 
dars and Munfubdars , with their refpe&ive 
number of Sepoys , were immediately under 
the command of the Aumildar . He made 
additional levies for apparent and ufeful 

(ia - \ . i 
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purpofes, as Bukbjhi or paymafter, which 
always gives the higheft official defignation 
or title in the Mogul Government to the 
commander in chief of the imperial forces, 
and places him next in rank to the Vizier. 

In his third capacity of Shaikdar , or 
Rcwanny delegate, the Auiui'dcit' cxercifed 
the moil important functions of his office. 
During the vigor of the Mogul Govern¬ 
ment, this office had continued feparate 
from the two former held by the Soub&hdut ' 9 
liis Nawahs » or deputies. On the revolution 
in favour of Nizam ul Moolk , it was, in the 
firfi: inftance, united in his own perfon, 
and became of courfe fo, through all the 
gradations of fovereign authority ; he was 
virtually retrained in nothing except aliena¬ 
tions of lands, remiffions of annual afleif- 
meats, or an increafe of expence. The 
leaft encroachment on the more confequen- 
tial prerogatives of the crown was not to¬ 
lerated but by royal or viceroyal approbation, 
under the feals and fignatures of all the 
minifters of Hate, . 

: ' ..h, VdlPJ 

The Aamildar, in Ms'third capacity, 
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prefident of all the fuperior provincial tribu¬ 
nals, alfo fuperintended the Sudder Dewa?my 
Adawlet , or principal court of exchequer. 
The Nazir , or fupervifor enforced his de¬ 
crees through the agency of the Hazary , or 
Commander of i ooo Peons', of th eSeddiwar, 
or head of ioo; or of the Jammadar , chief 
of any inferior indefinite numbers of the 
Sebundy Fujjillie , or revenue troops, enter¬ 
tained every where originally on Rated 
monthly wages, but latterly, fromabufe, on 
certain allotments of lands through the 
different Pergunahs, fraudulently fequeflered 
from the Circar , to increafe the private 
emoluments of the revenue officers. 




t 


Officers of the Revenue • 






Revenue officers were divided into two 
clafles; fuch as held their appointments, 
rights and privileges by Sunnud from the 
reigning Sovereign, with the good will of 
the Reyuts ; or fuch as were merely tempo¬ 
rary, and more immediately dependant on 
the Aumildar . 
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2. The Difmook, Zemindar, Chowdry , 
or chief of a diltnd. containing one or 
more Pergunnahs by Sunnud , held the hrfl: 
rank • : he was the intermediate agent 
of Government to fuperintend a portion 
of the country, to redrefs petty grie- 
| vances, furnifh the hulbandman with 
necehary advances, and to colled or be¬ 
come refponfible for the rent to the Circar 
or date. 


His allowances con fifed of his Nancar f 
Saverum +, both (ignifying fubfiftence in 
bread, being to arife out of fmall allotments 
of land, freed from all public charges, and 
conveniently difperfed through the dif riel 
lo as to make his prefence neceflary every 
where,and give him local attachment, and a 
greater eiled to his fuperintendance, in atten- 
ding to his own private interefs. This terri¬ 
torial property was ulually in value equal to 


* Vide inquiry into Zmlndary tenures, Debrett, 
r/91. 

fNancar, of Perfian derivation, applies to Bengal; 
Saverum, of felinga termination, m the Decan. 
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5 per cent, of his collection, and he had in¬ 
variably 5 per cent, allowed on the amount 
of rents, collected under the denomination of 
Rujfooms , cuftoms or commiffion, and were 
fuppofed to promote the increafe of receipts 
and economy in the MoffuJJil or detailed 
rural expences, and to promote the profpe- 
rity of the country. 

In procefs of time, and during the latter 
convullions of the empire after the invafiou 
of Nadir Shah , i 739, not only fome of the 
Hindoo Jageerdars and Zemindars , but even 
inconfiderable Rnaumdars , or holders of 
charity lands, threw off allegiance, and 
particularly in the northern Clrcars , con¬ 
founded thefe orders of officers under a com¬ 
mon appellation Zemindar , and only to be 
diftinguiffied by their Sunnuds. 

3. The Defpandeah , Canongoe *, or pro¬ 
vincial regifter, for the moft part exerciled 
by Brahmins: .this is the only office to be 
found in the Muflulman Government, in 


• Defpandeah in the Decan Canongoe in Bengal. 


its nature hereditary, from policy, to give 
the perfon hold ing i t greater con fide ra¬ 
tion. The Canmgoe regiftered all Firmans , 
Sunnuds , grants of every kind ; and rules, 
ordinances, regulations of interior police, 
judicial decrees from each of the three de¬ 
partments. It regiftered the Jumma , Kau~ 
mil , Toomar., or original more perfect rent- 
roll of the lands in detail, ferving as a ftan- 
dard or grofs valuation in political calcula¬ 
tions of the revenue, and to fix the amount 
of Jagecrs, as well as religious or chari¬ 
table endowments ; the Sabood , or actual 
fources of the collections made from the 
Reyuis ; the Jumma IV'uJJ'el-Bauly , or an¬ 
nual account of the affellments, receipts* and 
balances of the country, as fettled with its 
intermediate agents; the divisions, meafure- 
menf, quality, and produce of the lands, 
enumeration of the villages, farms, huh 
bandtnen, manufacturers or artificers liable 
to taxation, and in general all donations, 
arrangements, and ditcumfiances, affecting 
real or perfonal property, and particu¬ 
larly defining the proprietary imereft of 
the ftate, were naturally made matters, of 
record in the Dufter or effigy of tiicDe/pan- 


deah or Canongoe, as they could only be 
properly authenticated and acquire vali¬ 
dity after paffing through Inch form of re- 
giftration, to render this intended check: 
more efficacious, not only on the Ze¬ 
mindars and letler native luperintendants, 
but alfo on the Aumiklar himfelf, and all 
his immediate agents in affairs of civil ad- 
nrini lira don or finance ; private intereji and 
hereditary independence were the powerful 
incentives added to perfonal honours, con¬ 
sideration'and influence, to in lure the honed: 
full dilcharge of this important trnft. A 
Rujfocm of 21 per cent, on the revenue, af- 
certained by his own vouchers to have 
been collected throughout the country, was 
aliigned to the Public Regifter, his heirs 
and deputies in perpetuity. In lieu of this 
comrmftion, however, at prefent there are 
a number of Idejpandeahs claiming a right 
to free Meerajjy , heritable villages, or to 
others held by a tenure called Bdmohta or 
*T:dookdary, at a low unalterable rent ; but all 
thefe we apprehend to be improper aliena¬ 
tions made by the Defmooks or other offi ¬ 
cers of Government in power, to purchafc 


greater defalcations from the hated dues of 
the exchequer. 

4. The Puteel, Maccundum , or chief 
Reyut of a Deh Gam, or village, was pre- 
cifely within his narrow precindt what the 
Defmook was in the Pergunnah , or Ze- 
mindary, 

5. The Koolcurny, Cnrnum, Putwarry , 
or accomptant, held the next inferior gra¬ 
dation to the Defpandeah. 

Thefe were the principal and more per¬ 
manent officers of the revenue in a regular 
chain of fubordination to each other when 
adting under their native head, but ferving 
as mutual checfo,&xsni\gth.tfuf[>ended2LX\th.on- 
ty of the Zemindar, either from infufficiency 
or mal-adminiftration : then the interior 
management devolved on the fecond clafs 
of Officers of the revenue, temporary and 
immediately dependant on the Aumlldar 
himfelf, in the following order. 

1. The Ameen , vetted with inquisitorial 
and controlling powers in general, be- 



came iecurity for the rents of the diftrifl 
committed to his charge* 

2. The Scrifhtadar or Mjmuadar, kee¬ 
pers of official forms, or annual adjuit- 
ments of die revenue, though they did not 
fuperfede or exonerate the Canongoe, found it 
of advantage, and were always permitted, to 
interfere in fcrutinizing his conduct, as well 
as in afcertaining the actual refources of the 
country, oftner to fatisfy the private enor¬ 
mous exactions of corrupt agency, than to 
increafe inadequate public fupplies. In 
the Ctf'car of Rajimundry , at the period of 
the laft change in its Government, one of 
t he raoft remarkable i n .Ounces on record, 
perhaps, occurs in proof of the vail: indivi¬ 
dual benefits to be derived, with ordinary 
addrefs and knowlege, by the union of the 
two offices now in contemplation in the 
fame perfon, from the ignorance of the 
new rulers, 

3, c TahfeeIdars rt or eolleflors of different 
denomination and rank, with their Me her- 
rirs or writers of accounts, alfumed the 
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inferior departments ufually afligned to the 
Mulluddum and Putwarry, as far as the in- 
tcrefts of the date were concerned. 


Thus, then, it appears that th tAumildar 
in his capacity of Zelahdar , Foujedar , and 
Shaikdar , united in himfelf almofl all the 
executive powers of fovereignty, if not vir¬ 
tually all the legiflative authority exercifed 
under defpotifm. 


it. 



The immediate perfonal checks on the 
Aumtldar , the lowed reprefentative of the 
fovereign, rank or confequence, were, 


i. The Kelladar , or commandant of 
principal forts, ufually held for life uuder 
approved conduft, and by form of tempo¬ 
rary Su?inud from the affual ruler. A por¬ 
tion of the Havilke , or houfehold lands of 
the Circar , was fet apart for the maintenance 
of the garrifon and repair of the fortifica¬ 
tions. A certain flock of provifions and war¬ 
like flores were to be kept up, the allowance 
was invariable, unlefs to make up the Ioffes 
fuftained from a liege. If no accounts 
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of ordinary expenditure vvcie iccjuifed, 
then the *fagCCfy or tenure, was denomi¬ 
nated Mufhroot or conditional. YViieri the 
pay of the King s troops was in like Ow li¬ 
ner included in the grant, it was called 
Ahfham , and returns of the men were an¬ 
nually made to the Mr: Antlfb\ , or grand 
mailer of the air tilery \ but when the lands 
adjoining the fort were held by Bella Snirrit, 
or unconditionally, nothing w as s-ecpuicd of 
the Kdhular betides iimple fealty to the fo- 
vereign; and he was, in all re 1 pedis, inde- 
pendant of intermediate authority. 
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2 . The Sewanah-Negar, or news-wri¬ 
ter, was a political intelligencer, or ipy 
on the conduct of the /lutmldar and ad 
the other officers ofGovern m,nt, em¬ 
ployed on the part of tl.ie Soubahdar or Na¬ 
zim-, and the Wahh-Negar was properly a 
remembrancer of tranfadtioiis in tue i.)epi cuiiiy 
department : both thefe officers maintained 

a weekly correfpondence openly with their 

refpeebive principals, whether at Hyderabad 
or Delhi, They were dreaded by the pro¬ 
vincial delegates, and. venerated by the 
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vulgar in proportion to their ability and 
integrity.. 


3. Nor were the reltraints of religious 
and moral preceptors wanting to curb the 
fuggeftions of unlawful ambition. A num- 
ber of learned men, under the common 
appellation of Mulla , whofe duty it was to 
inftrudt youth, and inculcate among others 
the dodtrine of pafiive obedience to the 
Prince, were difperfed through the diftridts 
with competent Enautns or gifts of land. 
But thefe, with all the other conftitutional 
checks of Mogul Government, proved more 
or lefs effectual only in proportion to the 
vigor of the hand which held the reins of 
adminiftration. 


CHAP. II. 


Mahomedan Syjiem of Revenue. 

__ HEN we confider the length of 
time the Britiih fovereiguty has been efta- 
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blilhed in the drears ; the peaceable im« 
dhputed podeffion for feventeen fuccelfive 
years' of a country fo acceffible; inhabited 
by a race of people fo fubmiffivc and mild 
as not fro have required, in fo long a period, 
the excrcife of the old, or the inftitution 
of anew, fyfrem of judical adminidration; 
that the government has been armed with 
all the plenary defpodc rights and privi¬ 
leges of perhaps the mod abfolute Princes 
in the univerle; with a military power, 
directed by abilities formed in the circle 
of fcietitific knowledge, of a nature 
greatly fuperior to what the Moguls could 
ever boafl of in Hlndoftan; that there 
were apparently inch extraordinary op¬ 
portunities to gain information in every 
branch of politics, and trace, true theory to 
its fdlirce, through the detail of practical 
experience; it may feem wonderful that 
at this day fo little fhould be known of 
the ways and means, mode of manage¬ 
ment in railing the public fupplies, and 
a&ual amount of revenue collected in be¬ 
half of the date, as to encourage any in¬ 
dividual, from private experience and local 
obfervation and inquiry, to dep forth, m 



the ambitious hope of being able to fay 
fomething new and interefting on a fubjeft 
which at prefent fo deeply engages the at¬ 
tention and inquifitorial powers of the na¬ 
tion. But to a well-informed, unpreju¬ 
diced mind, it will ceafe to be a matter 
of wonder, that fo little progrefs fhould 
have been made in the knowledge of eaf- 
tern finance during the lapidify of Bntifh 
conquefts, and under the circumftances of 
the Company’s fervantsin India, for many 
years back, fubjetf: to a conftant fluctua¬ 
tion in the government of our territorial 
acquilitions, and peculiarly embarrafled by 
the ftruggle, for their adual pofleffion and 
annexed influence, between tne ciown and 
proprietory interefts, and by the want of au¬ 
thentic local information, unable to difcri- 
minate by’whom, or under what forms, the 
rights of fovereigtity ought and fhould conti¬ 
nue to be exercifed: when it is farther confi- 
dered that all public accounts of the reve¬ 
nue, and in general the whole political 
learning of Hindoftan, are locked up ill 
the intricacy, ftudied ambiguity, and ver- 
bofe inaccuracy of Perfian manufcript wri¬ 
tings ; and that no adequate inducements 
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have been held out to encourage a painful 
and, in itfelf, generally fpeaking, an un¬ 
profitable ftudy of the eaftern languages, 
fo neceffary to develop the true efficient 
principles of a fyftem of political economy; 
and even among the few individuals who, 
rather from motives of private fatisfadfion 
or a natural bent, may be faid to have 
mifpent their time in eaftern literature, 
fcarcely one is to be found who has gone 
through a con rfe of general oriental hiftory, 
much lefs has perufed, or perhaps ever 
heard of, many of thofe dry, incorrect, 
and tedious narrations, which contain the 
particular annals of Hindoftan in detail, 
and which, though often mortifying to the 
pride of freedom, in inftances of the moft: 
iervile flattery or unmeaning praife bellow¬ 
ed on rulers, as well as always difgufting 
to Chriftian humanity; in exhibiting in na¬ 
tive deformity the horrid depravity, oppref- 
fion, and tyranny of Mahomedans; may yet 
be of fome univerfal utility in conveying a 
true knowledge of fafts more or lefs im¬ 
portant to the interefts of mankind, and 
are indifpenfably neceflary to the perfetft 
underftanding of the paft and prefent fyftem 
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of local adminift ration, or to the framing of a 
new and more intelligent one tor the tutu re* 
But when it is known how few, if any, 
of the Company’s civil fervants in the dr¬ 
ears have been induced to learn, the Per¬ 
sian language, either from want of encou¬ 
ragement, or from the facility of procuring 
Hindoo interpreters, who, w'th a know¬ 
ledge of the Englifh, might be fuppofed 
capable of trailing the bufmefs of the 
country through the medium of their na¬ 
tive dialers, it mult of corxfequence follow, 
that all original, more authentic accounts 
of the revenue, hiftoricai detail of manage¬ 
ment, and lights into the fettled forms of 
government, the rights and privileges of 
the Prince or people, by a critical exami¬ 
nation of treaties, Firmans , Sunnuds , tem¬ 
porary or hereditary tenures, have been 
aim off univerfally, abfolutely, and wholly 
precluded, or of no avail to the fuperinten- 
ding- agents of finance : confequently there 
could be no virtual control over the inferior 
intermediate native officers employed, 
whole interefl: it was, for the moll part, 
to deceive, who in common practice are 

endowed with fufficient cunning to fecund. 

' 
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their intereft, and in important arrange¬ 
ment, are themfelves liable to be impofed 
on through their technical literary defici¬ 
ency ; and above all, when it is remem¬ 
bered that on the firft acquifition of thefe 
provinces, neceffity, perhaps, threw the 
whole executive adminiftration for the three 
following years into the hands of an un¬ 
principled intrigueing Muflulman Aumil- 
dar , formerly in office under the N/’zamut ; 
in conjunction with an artful intelligent 
Hindoo, elevated, on that occafion, rather 
informally, to the high incompatible lucra¬ 
tive trufts of Dewan , or public interpreter, 
and of Serijhtadar, or aCtual chief Canon- 
goe : that in confequence of a combination 
fo powerful to veil the myftery of finance, 
or rather the defalcations of immediate 
agency, under the pretended forms of an¬ 
cient practice, an example and routine of 
management was eftablifhed which necef- 
farily fhackledall future fuperintendance 
we repeat, when thefe various circum- 
ftances are known, it may feem more fur- 
prizing that fo much fhould have been rea- 
lifed and brought to public credit, under 
the head of revenue, than that fo little 


ilioukl yet be gene rally u nderftood. A s to the 
pretenions of an individual to any thing new 
or interefling, whatever they may be, he 
claims no particular merit; he was a mere 
fdjourner in the country, which heobferved: 
his office o f Public Mmifter to the Nizam’$ 
court necefiarily required fame knowledge of 
eaftern language, and the proper difeharge 
of its moft ordinary functions implied a .ge¬ 
neral acquaintance with every branch of 
politics; at the fame time a private inter* 
courfe, founded on a .very trifling obliga¬ 
tion, with the fir ft Statejman in point of 
ftatiori and rank in the Decan, perhaps the 
greateft that has appeared of high birth in 
Hindoftan during the preient age, in Uni- 
verfal learning and experienced ability, ac¬ 
cidentally opened a way to uncommon 
fources of information, to an extenfive li¬ 
brary, and to moft tifeful public records 
of the higheft authority; the negledt of 
which would have argued the greateft. 
demerit, confide ring the difficulty of an 
European’s gaining political inltru&ion 
through the heft native channels, flint up 
with the moft cautious jealouiy agaiiift 
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foreign inquiry. In regard to apprehenfion 
of incurring the imputation of preemption 
in refuting received opinions, however far 
they may have had the fan£tion of the moffc 
refpe&able perfonages, an individual, juf- 
tified on fuch inveftigation in conceiving 
the general belief to be founded in error, 
and of dangerous tendency, muffc be 
Ihielded, by a fenfe of public duty, by the 
confcious rectitude of his own intentions, 
and red: his defence on the truth of fa&s 
and juftnefs of obfervation, on the fubje£t 
of finance, within the large fcope of pre- 
fent confideration, which may be divided 
into the four following heads, viz. 

1 ft, The nature and fources of the re¬ 
venue of the Circars, proportioned to the 
total produce of the country. 

adly, The mode of fettling the Jumma- 
bundy, or railing the annual fupplies of 
government. 

^dly, The grofs and net receipts of the 
public treafury. 

4thly, From an account of current 
charges, to deduce a propofed fcheme of 
future expenditure. 
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C H A P. III. 
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the Nature and Sour ces of Revenue, 

is well known that throughout the 
whole of Hindoflan the ordinary revenue 
of Government is cotnpriied under the 
two genera) denominations of IVIHAL, or 
territorial Revenue , and SA1R, or Impofh. 

i. SaiRj 

A riling from a variety of iropofis, 
chiefly on. perianal property, flu&uating 
and uncertain in its amount, is there¬ 
fore of an unfettled, precarious nature, 
afcertainable only at the dole of the year, 
and under the following impofls or Aboabs. } 
including almofl the whole fyftem of tax¬ 
ation in Europe, 

x, The Mahfool , or cidioms on exports 
and imports, were fixed by the Moguls at 
five per cent, from Hindoos, or half |ha£ 
proportion from merchants of their own 
perfuahon, or favoured foreigners; but this 
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diffmCfion of perfons under Englifh ad- 
miniffration has of courfe been laid afide. 


m 


■m 


2. The Rahdar/y is an inland toll col¬ 
lected at different Chowkies % or ftations on 
the roads, from paffengers, or on account 


Wh 


of merchandize, grain, and all the necef- 
faries of life carried to market; and being 
exaCted at an indefinite rate, according to 
the ufual indifcretion of Zemindars or 


other officers of Government, is intolera¬ 
bly burthenfome to the lower clafs of peo¬ 
ple, without producing any adequate bene¬ 
fits to the ftate. 


3. The Pandery , or tax on the fhops of 
workmen and retail merchants in towns; 
or under a different denomination, on the 
temporary flails, ereCted during the fairs 
held annually at places of Mufiulman pil¬ 
grimage, or Hindoo worffiip, formed alio 
a confiderable branch of the Sair\ together - 
with licences to the makers and fellers of 
fpirituous liquors, or the keepers of bro¬ 
thels : in like manner in many places 
were included a tax on houfes in general, 


II 

oa looms, on the doth ma« 

, • . . ■ ' 

nura&ureo. 

| ' . ; , 

4 . The Mhoterreffa, or poll tax, on ar¬ 
tificers and manufa&urers, continues every 

where- a great difcouragement to induftry. 

ft 

5. The y/zea , or tribute impofed on the 
Hindoos as idolaters, was, perhaps, for the 
laid time, colle&ed in the beginning of the 
prelent century, by Anwur tideen , the fa¬ 
ther of the Nabob Mahommed AH , when 
adding as fupenntendant of this branch of 
the revenue in the town of Surat ; but, 
what may appear Grange, the perform! 
exadtions, under the Muffulinan govern¬ 
ment from Indian pilgrims referring to 
Juggernaut, or other famous Pagodas, are 
ftill rigoroufly enforced by the freed Mah- 
rattah rulers, fuperditious adherents of 
Braminiqal faith, the fuccefiors to the ty¬ 
rannical dominion of Iflamifm. 

6. The Ferroay-foujedarry, or produce 
of fines, confifcatioiis, and the Chout or 
fourth of fums -litigated in the civil courts, 

t; . . . **"*■*_ 
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made no in confide rahie part of the variable 
uncertain fources of public lupplj-. 


7. To thefe may be added, within the 
Northern drears, the profits on fait farms, 
eflimated at a lack and a half of rupees, 
or about two thirds of the prime coil of 
near ten lacks of maunds, exclusive of half 
that quantity exported annually to Bengal 
before the late prohibition there, on a me¬ 
dium of 25 rupees per maunch 


8. .gfhe yearly rent of cocoa-nut and 
palmyra trees, in the neighbourhood of the 
fea ports moft frequented by Lafcars and 
fifnermen, and chiefly near the mouths of 
the Goadavm, properly dependant on the 
port of MafuUbatmn 


though fbmetkne 
fince included in the zemindaries of Mu- 
gletore and Peddapore, and which, at one 
rupee each tree, may be rated at leaix two. 
lacks and a half rupees additional, as ari- 
fing from barren unappropriated lands. 


The total of all thefe Aboabs or impofh 
levied under the general head of Sait 
either in the drears or any other part c 


Hindoftan, never exceeded one tenth , and 
now falls rather fhort of that portion of 
the flated public income; and they were 
thought of fuch little account to the date, 
fo oppreffive in their nature for the moft 
part to the poor, confequently fo repug¬ 
nant to the principles of the eftablifhed as 
well as every other fyftem of religion, that 
the wife and politic Alem Geer , the lad 
great Emperor of the Hindodany race of 
Timoor, abolifhed by edidt feventy of thefe 
feveral articles of taxation ; though the 
feldfli lenity of the Prince, and a degree 
of refractorinefs of Foujedars and Jagheer- 
dars, whofe fiefs continued to be valued 
without abatement, according to the Jumma 
Kaumil , or old ftandard afTefl'ment, which 
included the recently prohibited Aboabs , 
combining with the fubfequent diforders 
of the empire, virtually prevented then, 
and ever fince, the carrying into effedt the 
royal mandate, which remains an hiftorical 
record of what ought to be done in policy 
and humanity, but could not be realifed by 
the equivocal benevolence of an eartern 
defpot. 
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\ or Landed Proper y. 


This fird-mentioned general difiindlve 

term of revenue, which conditutes the 

grand, the permanent, afcertamable fource 

.... „..j 


of finance, over the whole of HinJo/lan, an 
indeed all the red of Ajia , under one uni- 


verfal rule, perhaps peculiar to this quarter 


of the world, though admitting of many 


NK 


fubordinate variations in 


leveral divi- 


don; 


is 


the 


m 


3 important branch of n> 


lource to which we fhall confine our far¬ 


ther difquifitions- 


Nothing 


can be more 


erroneous than the public opinion enter- 




» 


rained of the nature of our territorial income 


» 




throughout the Britifh dominions in India: 
in Bengal , where moft progrefs hath been 
made in afcertaining the true original prin¬ 
ciples of the a final fyftern of revenue, it is 
generally cbhfidered under the dcnomina- 
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tion and common idea of a land tax 
pofed on certain dalles of native and fup- 
pofed hereditary proprietors called Zemin¬ 
dars, from a compound in the Peril an lan¬ 
guage fignifyiog literally tenants or holders 
of land. In the Circars it has acquired the 
more dignified appellation of Tribute , and 
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tile petty farming land-holders from whom 
it is collected, have been fometimes honou¬ 
red with the title of feudatory lords, but 
mod: commonly with that of Rajah or he¬ 
reditary Hindoo Princes. It would be no 
very difficult matter to fhew the founda¬ 
tion of thefe miftakes, and their dangerous 
influence in determining the opinions of 
thofe, who have only European ideas to 
comprehend the date of things in Alia, 
conveyed in general terms of the Englifh 
language ; but it is-our prefent talk rather 
to exhibit the , truth of a different, and 
what we conceive to be the only proper 
definition'of Indian revenue, viz. not a tax 
of one fifth, as in England, on the propri¬ 
etory income of freehold edates-—far lefs 
a feu-duty, or fixed perpetual quit-rent, 
on fiuch as are held in vafifalage and by the 
ancient military tenures known in other 
parts of Europe ; but in form and fa£t the 
landlord's proportion, fettled on a medium, 
at one fourth-the Rebba or Chout * of the 

* Hence the derivation of the modern claim of the 
Mahrattas, who, in gaining the afcendancy over, and 
in imitation of the Moghuls, exacted from Foujedar* 
and Jagecrdars of the latter, the fame proportion of 







t 1 7 l 1 
original grofs produce of the land, ihared 
with the tenantry ; or rather a yearly rent. 


variable according to the circirmftauces of 


the country at the period of adjuftmont, 
paid to Government as the lole., legal, 
known, territorial proprietor, as generally 
under flood by the Reyuis f or immediate 
cultivators of the foil, through tire agency,, 
for the moil part, of a certain claik of Hin¬ 
doos, nominated in bchalt ol the date, with 
fuitable appointments in land and money, 
to the office of Zemindar or iuperintendanit 
of a local provincial fubdivifion, and who, 
colledively, to the greater fatisfadion of 
the people, as native guardians of the pub¬ 
lic peace and private rights, as well as re¬ 
ceivers, or rather farmers-general, of the 
revenue, relieved their ignorant voluptuous 

Muflulman rulers from the intricate trou- 

\ 

bfefpme detail of internal police, .and the 
management of Mojujfd collections,— 


1 








That: this was, and continues to be, the 


their income that thefe levied from the Reyuts or infe¬ 
rior tenants of the foil; and at firft with the more 
ready concurrence of the fovereigri, becaufe the de¬ 
mand did not come home immediately to hitnfelf, and 

«nly leffened the power of many refra&ory fubjects, 

■ 



true nature of the territorial income of the 
Circars, under the Company’s, or former 
adminiftrations, can only be fully illuftra- 
ted by taking a fhort general review of the 
original inftitution and progrefs of the 
Moghul fyftem of finance in Hindoflan , 
which is ftill regarded, in faff or by legal 
conftruCtion, as the only genuine fource 
and fupport of every actually eftnblifhed 
mode of railing the fuppiies, throughout 
one and all of the diflevered members of 
this once great empire. 


CHAP. IV. 

Tooril Muirs Syjlem of Finance . 

IVIuCH hath been faid of the F 1 JJU 
\Toomar-Jumma , or original roll of the rent, 
agreeable to the firft general affeffment of 
the twelve Soubahs of Hindofan north of 
the Nerbuddah , undertaken and imperfectly 
accomplifhed through the agency of the 
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famous Hindoo Rajah 1 oorii Mull, in the 
reign of Akbar, one of the greateft Mog¬ 
hul Emperors ; but of the performance, 
little more feems to be known in Europe 
than the total amount tor which the Se¬ 
veral diflriTs were rated; or of its author, 
any thing farther than that he was an able 
financier. The following fhoit anafyfis, 
therefore, of a work fo celebrated, connec¬ 
ted with as much as may be neceuary of 
the hiftory of the man, may be equahy new, 
as it appears efientiai to the more peneft 
underftanding of the fubjcT under conli- 
deration. 

Toorll Hull , of the Kehtery caff from 
Lahore , and at length railed to the Mem- 
fub , or dignity of 4000, began his political 
career in the province of' Gujerai, both 
as a military commander and mCendant of 
the revenue, in 1573 the Chriftian.cra. 
The two following years he a&ed in the 
fame capacities in Bengal, with greater re¬ 
putation, during the viceroyalty of Khan - 
jehan. He was afterwards deputed a fe- 
cond time to Gujerat ; and, on his return 
to Delhi, in 1577, having refumed the of- 


fice of Pejhcar , or Chief affiftant to the Vi¬ 
zier Shah Munfoor , which he held in the * 
intervals of his refidence at the capital, had, 
no doubt, a great fhare in the regulations 
of that year; fuch as the divifion of the 
empire into twelve Soubahs; the appoint¬ 
ment of eight principal officers, with dif- 
tinCl independant powers to each; and .a 
fixed Jummabundy , or annual fettlement 

of the revenue, formed on a medium of 

. ./ 

the ten preceding years aCtual receipts, ac¬ 
cording to the belt information which could 


be obtained from the local inveftigations 
of a number of fkilful Atneens diftributed 
throughout the feveral provinces. But it 
was not until 1582, when he received, 
for the fecondr time, inveftiture of the Vi- 
zaret, AJhraf Dewan , or poll of high trea- 
furer of the empire, that he projected his 
famous fcheme of finance, which he com¬ 
pleted in the fhort period of his adminif- 
tration, which terminated with his life in 
1589. It has been univerfally admitted as 
a model of perfection, and ferving as a ba¬ 
lls for the a&ual collections in every part 
of Hindoftan, without any variation in 
the principle, or much increafe in the 
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amount of affeflment, to the prefent time ; 
excepting in the maritime countries, lince 
fo prodigioufly enriched by an enlarged di¬ 
rect commerce with Europe ; or in fuch 
other places as were not then completely 
fubdued, or of which the valued rent could 
not, in his time, with fufficient accuracy 
be afcertained. 


CHAP. V. 

Rules of Settlement, 

i. The Rehba , or Jummabundy Nekdy. 


The ultimate point of perfe&ion aimed 
at in the revenue department was, to form 
a rent-roll on an a&ual meafurement of 
the lands of exactly one fourth of their full 
annual produce, fhared with the hufband- 
man, to be paid into the royal treafury 
in fpecie, according to the number of 
BeghaSy or extent of ground in cultivation, 

'<£% - 





|lpibiite.cl into four clafles expreffive of 


r i 


the nature of the foil, rind to be invariably 


rated by a medium then Struck of the real 


value of the Several productions, through-* 
out the year, as ascertained orTtlie fpot: 
this was called the Jummabimdy~Nehdy, or 
money fettlenjent; and the farms fo rented 
were denominated Ruckbah ,-an Arabic term 
Signifying poSleffions held by a flaviSh te¬ 
nure, though probably introduced in Hin¬ 
dustan from the more ancient cuflom of 
affeffing the country by the eSHmated la¬ 


bour of a yoke of oxen. But fuch a fcheme 


of finance was only applicable to, and in¬ 
tended for, places where circumftances of 
Soil, population, commerce, and general 
civilization, admitted of the more improved 
Slate of agriculture in its various branches, 
arifing from the fu per Pm kies, as well as the 
necellaries, of life : accordingly it prevailed 
chiefly in the Soubahs of Delhi , Agra, 
Gujeraty and Bahar; Bengal being at that 
time as little known as imperfedtly reduced, 
and its climate held in fuch difrepute, as 
to imprefs the idea of banishment on the 
minds of thole who afterwards carried thi¬ 
ther in multitudes all the enriching arts of 
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luxury, and acquiefced in the 
bellowing the epithet “ Paradife of Re - 
“ gions” on a» place of refidence before 
confide red with dread, and reforted to only 
from neceffity. 

2. Buttacy or Divifon of Crops* 

In the other provinces not above men¬ 
tioned, the public revenue was levied by a 
different rule, technically underftood un¬ 
der the Hindoo word Buttai , lignifysng di- 
vifion, which was better adapted to the 
fcanty refources of an indigent, ignorant 
peafantry, deriving their fubfiftence chiefly 
from pafture lands exempted from taxa¬ 
tion*; or who, contenting themfelves 
with the luxuriant growth of a Angle har- 
veft, where two might be produced with 
little additional labour, required that fpur 
to induffry given by a judicious increafe of 
the demands of government; and who, as 
yet generally unufed to a gold or lilver 
currency, were, for the moil part, obliged 

* Excepting the trifling tax of three Daums annually 
for every head of oxen, and fix for buffaloes, paftured 
on improveable uncultivated ground, to ferve as a fti- 
mulus to agriculture. 




to .pay their rents in kind. Agreeable to 
this mode, it was ordained, that the great 
natural productions in all forts of grain and 
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fulfe> depending on the periodical rains , and 


reaped in either of the two feafons Khereef 
or Rubbi , being wholly ascertained, and 


accurately eftimated on the lpot by the 
Moke an or lkilful appointed appraifers, 
fhouid be equally divided, (hare and fhare 
alike, between government and its Reyuts , 
or hu.[bandmari : nor will fuch appear an 
inequitable participation, though the ex- 
petice of feed, with the whole of the la¬ 
bour, fell on the latter, when we confider 
the facility of the limp left culture; the 
generally forty-fold returns of a quick 
fpontaneous vegetation ; together with the 
peculiar advantages*to a Hindoo , of a free, 
unbounded, common pafhirage. When 
the like corn and green crops were produ¬ 
ced out of feafon, or by the increafed toil 
and charge of watering them artificially 
from wells, public refervoirs, or by means 
of drains from rivers, then the date was 
only to be entitled, to one third proportion 
of the grofs original.product, as foie pro¬ 
prietor of the foil ; but with refpect to at- 
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tides of greater value thus brought forth", 
fuch as ophium, fugar cane, vines, plan¬ 
tains, mulberry and cotton plants, the (hare 
claimed from the immediate cultivators, 
through the agency of Zemindars or Far¬ 
mers General, by a lenient, wife, benefi¬ 
cent government, varied from one fourth 
to one eight of the entire yearly crop, ac¬ 
cording to the additional expence and la¬ 
bour of culture, the length of time re¬ 
quired in bringing fuch productions to ma¬ 
turity, and the difiance, the hazard, or 
trouble of carrying them for fale. More¬ 
over, in countries where this rule of But- 
tai , or divifion of the ordinary and extra¬ 
ordinary harvefts between the Prince and 
his farming fubje&s was eftablifhed, yet 
it was always in the option of the latter, 
as it may be faid to have been the termina¬ 
ting, ultimate view of the former as land¬ 
lord, when agriculture was in its improved 
ftate of new and various cultivation, to 
commute the larger proportions of rent as 
paid in kind, for the Rebha , or pecuniary 
afleffment of one fourth , as fettled in other 
places, on a meafurement of the lands, to? 
gether with a medium valuation of their 
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whole and mixed produce annually. There 
were fhll, however, very extenlive tracls 
of the Moghul dominion either totally un¬ 
explored, difficult of accefs, or imperfe&ly 
fubdued, which neither of the foregoing 
inodes could bring into a general computa¬ 
tion of the revenue ; thefe difrridls were, 
therefore, eft i mated according to the beft 
informations poffible to be obtained for the 
prelent, fubjedt to future alterations ; and 
tints were compleated the foundations of 
that famous original fyflem of finance in¬ 
volved in the Toomar Jumma of Tooril 
Mull, intended to fuftatii the vaft fabrick 
of the Moghul empire. 


C H A P. VI. 


Divifon of the Provinces. 


The Difributian of hands into Khalfa and 
Jagcer. 

.1 HE means of realizing this new-formed 
tmiverfal rent-roll, were made fubfervi- 
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cd tly-relative to the fupport of the imperial 
houfehold, together with the civil and mi¬ 
litary eftabliffiments ; the economical re¬ 
form of which, particularly the latter, 
was the next grand object of the minifter’s 
general plan. Accordingly, the whole 
kingdom as now afleffed was diftributed 
into lands immediately dependant on the 
Khalfa-Shereefa , or royal exchequer, or 
fuch as were affigned over to the greater 
or leffer officers of government for the 
maintenance of troops and perfonal digni¬ 
ties, by a feudal temporary tenure, at firfl 
called Akta , then Jageer , fignifying terri¬ 
torial polfeffions fo alienated at the will, 
and during the precarious favour of a def~ 
potic monarch. 

i. The Khalfa-Shereefa Lands , 

Included the capital town with its de¬ 
pendant clrcar , or province of a Soubah or 
viceroyalty; and the principal Pergunnah> 
or diftrift of all the other circars under 
the fubordinate rule of Nabobs, Fougedars, 
or Aumils , conftituting together the whole 
Havillee or houfehold lands of the Empe¬ 
ror, fet apart to defray his perfonal and 



court: expences, thofe of his guards, ftate 
garri Tons, as well as the limilar eflablifh- 
meats of all his delegate- rep re (e nt a t i v es 
throughout the empire; they included 
alfo in general, the allotments, the 
largeft, the riche ft, and beft afcertained 
portion of the country, which, belides its 
geographical, juridical fubdivifions, was 
parcelled out into other financial divifions, 
depending on the amount of revenue, being 
one crore oLdaums, or two and a half lacks 
of rupees per annum : thefe were denomi¬ 
nated Chucklas ; and the immediate luper- 
intendance, internal management, and col- 
le£k>fillip of each, were conferred on the 
wealth ieft, moft fkilful, t nifty Hindoo 
farmers which could be found in the dif- 
tridt, with an allowance of five per cent, 
on the net receipts of the treaiury from 
their Colle&ioni, in addition to fmall free¬ 
hold pofleflions in lands for family fubfift- 
ence, already deferibed under the appella¬ 
tions Nancar or Savernm ; and the officers 
thus employed, were at ftrft diftinguifhed 
by the name Crory , afterwards more fami¬ 
liarly known as Zemindars ; though the. 
original designation is {fill made ufe of in 
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all the Mufliilrnan capitals, but with a to¬ 
tal change in the nature and forms of the 
public charge from whence derived. 


’ 2. Jageer Lands , 

Included the other great divifion of the 
country, and were aligned over, at the new 
valuation, to die feveral military comman¬ 
ders for the maintenance of their refpe&ive 
troops, included, for the .mod part, the 
lead produdtive unfettled didricls with a 
view to further improvement and more per • 
fed fubjedion, under the advantages of a 
local, joined to the vigor of a fpecies of 
feudal, adminidration ; the lands thus dis¬ 
tributed in all the twelve Sonbahs of the 
empire, as bed calculated for the purpofes 
of finance, as well as to enfure the dability 
of recent conqueits under an unnatural 
foreignyoke, though generally didinguidied 
by the Arabic term rfkta, or the lynoni- 
nious Perfian word Jageer, yet received 
various more particular denominations from 
the nature of the different tenures on which, 
they were held. 
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i. Military Tenures, 


The general term for fuch poffeflions was 
•underftood to be nothing more than a fimple 
allotment of an extenfive territory, with its 
jurifdidion and revenue, to a Fougedar , or 
military commander, for a limited or indefi¬ 
nite period, under an exp refs obligation of 
maintaining a certain body of troops to at¬ 
tend the King iif perfon or any of his lieu¬ 
tenants in the field. Such were in modern 
times, the Fougedaries of Kerpah and the 
Carnatic Payengaut , dependant on the Sou* 
bah of Hydrabad. 

2. The leffer grant of Tyeul , moft com¬ 
monly confined to a fingle Circar , was 
confidered of a more permanent nature, 
and, befides the expence of a {landing force, 
was fometimes, as Karnool in the beginning 
of the prefent century, burthened with 
particular fervices, or a fmall quit rent. 

3. The Syeurghal was an alignment 
ufually for life, on certain lands for the 

• whole or part of their affefled revenue, 
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without any local jurifdi&ion; fimilar to 
that bellowed ©n Lord Clive in the com¬ 
pany’s Zemindary of Calcutta, which, 
though denominated Cilia Sherrit , or an 
unconditional fief, anfwers exadlly to the 
Zatee , or perfonal Jageer, of the moderns ; 
in like manner as the preceding tenure of 
fyeul, being alfo of Moghul or Turkifh 
derivation, correfponds with that now in 
ufp, under the terms Mujhroot , or condi¬ 
tional, and Ahjham, Sepahi , or military 
Jageers , appropriated either for the fupport 
of gamfohs or provincial troops. 


Civil Grants . 

5. Under the divifion of affigned country, 
were alfo claffed thofe petty alienations 
confilling of a few Beghas of ground, made 
over by the prince in the manner of a reli¬ 
gious, charitable, or gratuitous donation, 
for the maintenance of individuals fingly, 
or in community*; thus an Ayma was 
granted to profeffors of learning and the 
Muflulman faith, as well as to public foun¬ 
dations or feminaries, fuch as Gopamow in 
the Soubah of Oude, and Pundua in Bengal. 

: ' ' f£s^ - ' ■ 


6. Enaums were the meaneft and more 
general gifts of land as beftowed on mendi¬ 
cants, whether Hindoo orMahomedan, the 
common Singers, Bramiils and likewife 
on Zemindars , under the more particular 
denomination of Nan-car , or means of fub- 
fiftence. Though the arrogance of fome 
of the ulurping rulers of the prefent age 
has impofed the fame word as defcriptive 
of the higheft, mod: extenfive grants, on the 
ignorance, in fuch matters of form, of 
thofe who had the power or influence to 
command the greateft real favours 

f m / r - 
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Heritable Lands. 

' 

3. AL-TUMGHA, according to the lite¬ 
ral fignification of the two Arabic terms of 
which this technical one is compofed, con¬ 
veyed gratuitoufly from the fovereign to a 
few of the moft favoured of his fervants, a 
fmall heritable grant of territorial property, 
perhaps, then, and fince, the only one of 


* Vide the Nizam’s Sunnnds to the Eaft-India 
Company for the fovereignty of the northern dr¬ 
ears, in conformity to the tenor of the Moghul’s 
Finnaun. 7 1 
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the kind in the whole fyflem of Mnfful man 
jurifpnidence. Sometimes the lame Ja- 
geerdar held all the principal fiibordmate te¬ 
nures within the limits of his Akia , or 
more extend ve jurifdicHon; though this 
was contrary to eailern policy as in ihefe 
days, the Nabob Zuffer u Dow lab enjoyed 
in his I'urref durry, or divilion of the A 7 /~ 
zam’s dominions, the c tyeul of the Circars 
of Comwamet and IVorangole, the Sycurgbal 
of many Idler diftrids. together with the 
Altumgha of JSHermul \ nor were fuch hold - 
ingsentirely confined to Mahomedan Ameers,, 
for we find even in Akbar's reign, that 
the great Hindoo Rajahs of Marwar and 
jaegfur, after being conquered and wholly 
deprived of their ancient pofiefiions among 
the hills of Ajmere , received them back as 
military fiefs, fubjed to the new regulations 
of the Moghul empire ; and when the fame 
princes were afterwards fo far humbled as 
to fubmit to the mortifying, though In¬ 
tended conciliatory , requisition of the Em¬ 
peror, to fend their daughters to the royal 
Ha ram, to be efpoufed under a rule the 
mofl repugnant to their natural principles, 
their afligned Jt^’ritories were enlarged 
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beyond the ufual extent of the moft coinh 
derable Jageers . It muff: farther be remem¬ 
bered that one and all of the fnperior and 
lefler tenures which we have enumerated, 
could only legally and formally be obtained 
diredtly from the fovereign Ruler, under 
his proper feal and fignature, though often 
through the recommendation of minifters 
or favourites. 

Inferior Holdings of Ejarahdary. 

4. In later times of actual ufurpation, 
but of outward refpedt for the old imperial 
rights, when any felf-created Soubahdar , in 
imitation of the Lord Paramount, conferred 
fuch feudal poffeffions on an individual, 
verfant in, and claiming rank with confe- 
quence, from the ancient form of Moghul 
royalty, the grant could only be received 
under the bale tenure of Ta-ohhedy , a 
contract, or Ejarah, a farm for years; 
thus in the Nizamut of Salabut Jung, when 
the Circar of Guntour was made over to his 
brother Bajfalut Jung , who alfo derived his 
honours and viceroyalty of Bejapoor nomi¬ 
nally from the crown of Delhi , as the com- 
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moti fource of legitimate authorit y or grail 
dear; the transfer was made in the manner 
of a Leafe , which having juft expired at the 
period of the Company's taking pofTdlion of 
the other CArcars, was continued by treaty 
with Nizam AU-, on the fame footing of 
occupancy during the life of the incumbent 
under the denomination of a Jageer . 

* 

It is to be underflood of the diviliou of 
Akia, or alienated lands in general, as Well 
as of that portion of the empire immediately 
dependant on the KhMfa y that the inferior 
MojfuJJil adminiflration, in matters fimpiy 
of interior police, or affe&ing the public 
revenue, was, with a few exceptions, vef* 
ted univerfally in Hindoo Zemindars , Chow- 
dries , T’aiookdars , Mocuddtmis , and ’ the 
iefler Reyuts or peafantry; fometimes acting 
in a chain of fubordination to each other in 
the rank we have placed them, fometimes 
fepa rately ; and there arc in fiances where 
the rights, jurifdidtion, and privileges, an¬ 
nexed to the higher of all thefe fubfidiarv 
official diflindions, expreflive of a landhol¬ 
ding or tenancy in the foil, were united in 
the fame perfons, in like manner as hath 

• ( ll****- KjP w* «.*> 


to the lordly 
feudal tenures of the Moghul Jlmeers, the 
forms of which may have given rife to ana¬ 
logous ideas in the management of the fi¬ 
nances ; accordingly we find, in the Zemin- 
dary grant to the Company of the lands 
about Calcutta, inveftiture given, not only 
under the general more comprehenfive term, 
but alfo the fpecial fubordinate ones of 
Chowdrahi and Talookdary ; the one more 
particularly fignifying in the Hindoo lan¬ 
guage an inferior civil jurifdi£tion; the 
latter, in the Arabic or Perfian, a dependant 
tenement or farm ufually aflfefied in Hin- 
doftan at a fixed annual rent. 
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remarked with rcfpeft 


CHAP. VII. 


Regulation of Coinage. 

T HOUGH Tooril Mull by thefe regulations 
afcertained the legal fources, together with 
the amount of revenue proportioned to the 
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grofs yearly produce of the country, an 
made the means of collection fubfervient to 
another objeCt of Government, which was 
the fupport of a feudal military eftablifhment, 
yet a gold and filver currency were ftili 
wanting, to facilitate the operations of 
either department involving the receipts or 
dilhurfements of the royal treafury: ftrange 
as it may appear ! before this period, the 
only coin in common ufe, in the fuppofed 
rich commercial empire of Hindoftan, was 
of copper , under the denomination of Pull- 
Jiah, or feloos ; fixteen of which were 
reckoned equal to a Tunka of bafe filver, 
then fometimes ftruck, but folely for the 
King’s ufe, in making the ufual prefents 
to foreign ambafladors, rewarding fingers, 
or the particular fervices of any of his 
nobles. Trade muft, therefore, have been 
carried on chiefly by barter; the rents for 
the moll part paid in kind, or fubjeCt to the 
fame tedious details, which might have 
been found lefs inexpedient in the i-flues of 
money for defraying the public expences. 
To remedy fuch inconveniences and enlarge 
the circulation of fpecie, a new coin of 
the finer metals was? introduced, and from 


Thenceforth gold Mohurs, each of 11 
Majheh weight, worth nine Sicca Rupees of 
ill MaJloehj or about 7 dwts. 11 grains 
pure diver, each of thefe to be valued at 
J'orty Daums , or F.eloos of copper, every one 
of which to weigh, agreeable to the former 
dandard, 2 1 Majheh , were fubftitued as the 
untverlal medium of exchange in all financial 
accounts and pecuniary tranfa&ions of the 
date. Thefe different arrangements con fi¬ 
de red feveral^, or as relative to the limple 
object of revenue, comprehended the whole 
fcope of that fydem of political economy 
fo celebrated among the wife inditutions of 
S/lkhar , as being the mod: equitable and 
perfeffc for the Government of a foreign 
cohqued, and dill conftituting, after a 
lapfe of two hundred years, the ground 
work of the actual legiflation in finance 
throughout the whole of Hindodan, and 
adeemed the bed model to be adopted 
in future. 
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CHAP. VII. 

.Financial Syjlem of the Decan. 


In the Decan, although coniiderable 
progrefs had been made by the Moghul 
arms, in the reduction of the four nearer 
Sottbahsj from the very beginning of the 
feventeenth century ; it was not until the 
year 1654, in the reign of Shah Jehan , 
and under the aufpices of Moorjhed Kooli 
Khan y then Dew an of thefe fouthern coun¬ 
tries, that T'ooril Mull's regulations were 
there introduced, and became thencefor¬ 
ward the {landing immutable law of the 
land. The original fcheme was fo fervilely 
copied on this occafion, that the oply dif¬ 
ference lyeth in fome nominal diftin&ions, ' 
which are however worthy of notice, to 
prevent miftakes in tracing the genuine 
fource of the revenue fyftem eflabliflied in 
this great limb of the Moghul empire. The 
Perfian terms Dujloor ul Aurally applied to 
the firft inftitutions, are changed for the 
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Hindoo word Dhurah of the fame flgnifica- 
tion, to exprefs the ordinations promulgated 
for the Government of the Decan. Jumrna 
Kauthil, complete or more perfect affefiment, 
is (lib ft it u ted for the. Jljjii T'oomar Jumma of 
proper Hindoftan: Baghdt , or gardening, 
is applied to the finer, more laborious cul¬ 
ture, depending on the artificial fup ply of 
water; and the provincial dialed of the 
fouth afforded the personal titles j Oefmook, 
chief of a diftrid, and Dejpandeah , its Bra- 
min recorder and accountant, inftead of the 
more univerfal ones of Zemindar , or Crory r 
and Canongoe, or public regifter. A filver 
and gold currency had been already long 
eftablifhed among the Decanee Hindoos. 
This advantage, perhaps, was derived from 
the early extenfive intercourfe in trade be¬ 
tween that people and the Perfians, or 
.more recently the Arabians, to whom 
the ufe of a national coin had been known 
near a thouiatld years before; but whether it 
was borrowed from others, or originated 
in the country, it had been found inconve¬ 
nient, under the preceding Mulfulinan 
Governments, to change that currency; and 
this may be the reafon why Jto'ofiB Mull’s 
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fCgnlation of the coinage was left out of 
the fyftem introduced by M. Khooli Khan, 

But as it has been already obferved, it 
was not before the year 1687 that the 
northern Circars , forming part of the Sou- 
bah of Rydrabad, fell under the Moghul 
yoke. It doth not appear that any altera¬ 
tion either in the amount of rent or mode of 
aflembling thefe diftri&s, was introduced 
at the period of this revolution. The old 
valuation or ftandard of revenue as fixed, 
we have reafon to believe, on the firft efta- 
blifhment of the Kootub Shahy , was trans¬ 
ferred to the imperial rent-roll of Alcm- 
geer; and the rule of Buttai , or equal divi- 
lion of the crop between Government and 
its Reyuts , is continued exclusively and uni- 
verfally, down to the prefent time, except 
in places where the unnatural unreftrained 
oppreffion of Zemindars has increafed the 
moiety demanded in behalf of the public 
from the peafantry folely for private advan¬ 
tage. This fimple mode of rating lands 
for half their yearly produce, is derived 
from the remoteft antiquity in different 
parts of Hindoftan, and {till invariably pre- 
Z i ( o * 
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vails in fuch countries as were left unfub- 
clued by the Mahomedans, like < Tanjore it 
where the ancient Indian forms of adminif- 
tion are, for the moft part, prefer ved entire; 
it will not, therefore, be thought extraor¬ 
dinary, that the fame cuftom ihould thus 
be the ground work of one fvffern of finance, 
and enter largely into the formation of 
another, efhiblidied under two contemporary 
or fucceffive dynamics of foreign Princes, 
obliged to conform through ignorance, po¬ 
licy, or neceffity, to the former ufage of 
the fame conquered people. Such, how¬ 
ever, is the faff ; either the Circars were 
fubjeft in the reign of the Kootub Shaky to 
limilar regulations as had been inftituted by 
*IoortlMulL or His copieft in the Decan , for 
the management of the Moghul revenue : 
or when they were annexed to the crown 
of Delhi , they neceffarily and immediately 
fell under the general laws of the empire, 
which to this day authoritatively afeertain 
the nature and sources of the public 
fupplies to be conformable to the definition 
which we have endeavoured to fupport in 
difeufling this first general head of the 
fubjedt of prefent conii deration. 


miSTffy 
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CHAP, ix: 

Financial Syjlem of Bengal*. 


It may be neceffary, in a a few words, 
to date the modification of Tooril Mull's 
fydem in the lateft dage of good native 
government in Bengal. 


In the early period of Mogul Government 
in Bengal, great part of the revenues were 
abforbed in Jageers ; and in protecting the 
maritime parts from the ravage of the Mg? 
cx Aralaners, aided by the Portuguefe, who 
inhabited the port of Chutgong, and had been 
-allowed, for pupofes of trade, to fettle at 
Houghly . The revenue continued in this un¬ 
productive date, in the reign of Shah Jehan , 
when the^/Zw»//wwereencouraged to invade 
Bengal by boats down the river Brimahpoter\ 


* This chapter is extradted from Mr. Grant’s 
Analyfis oj the revenues of Bengal, tranfmitted by 
Sir JohnM’Pherfon to the Diredtors and to the Board 
of Control, and notified to Parliament by motion of 
Mr. Greville in 1790, and the papers relative tp 
this work and to Mr. Grant’s appointment of Se- 
rijhtadar , were then laid on the table of the Houfe 
pf' Commons. 
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at this time Sultan Sujah was appointed vice¬ 
roy of the Soubah ; he reformed the finance 
by a new afieffment, under the fame deno¬ 
mination and probably the fame plan of 
Sl'ooril Mull ; and the rents appear to have 
been well paid after Sujah' s overthrow by 
Ids hmthes dllurnGeer, and during his long 
and vigorous reign. \ 

The Emperor was engaged, during the 
laid 25 years of his reign, in wars in the 
Decan , and committed his eafdern domi¬ 
nions to bis grandlon /heen ul Shah , rather 
as all appendugeof royalty than as a rdburce, 
and never demanded more than the elda- 
bliibed rental : but as his exigencies re¬ 
quired punctual payment, he bellowed the 
Dewannee on Jafter Khan, who proved his 
ability and hone-fly and firmnefs in with- 
Handing luch meafures of the Prince Sou- 
bahdar as leemed derogatory of the honour 
and intereft of the Sovereign ; his admini- 
idration makes the mold brilliant period of 
finance in Bengal, being the epoch of the 
laid and more ufefnl reform in the e fuckfcem 
Jufiirna , or dildributed afieffment propor¬ 
tioned to the capacity of each territorial 

(2Sid 
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divifion, and ferving to this day as the 
eftabldhed pra&ical rule of rating lands in 
Zemindary grants. 


JajJier Khan was of Brahmin parents, 
bought by Huge Shifia of Ifphahan , and there 
brought up with a Mahomedan education ; 
on the death of his patron, he returned to 
the Decan , and was employed by Allutn- 
geer y fir ft in the Dewannee of Hyderabad 
and in the Dewannee of the Soubah of Ben¬ 
gal, in which he was fupported, notwith- 
ftanding complaints preferred by prince 
Azeen ul Shah , juft before the Emperor’s 
death, in 1707, and fupported himfelf 
through the fucceeding reign of Bahadur 
Shah. On the acceffion of Furrockfeer , in 
1713, and the vacancy of the Nkamut , 
Jajfier Khan purchafeditwith the affiftance 
of Jaggut Seat the banker, for himfelf, with 
the title of Motemun ul Moolk Alaou Dow- 
lah AJJid Jung . He moved the feat of Go- 
vernmeutfrom Dacca, or JehangerNagur, 
to MoorJJjedabad , as being more centrical, 
and fat on foot an Hujlabood inveftigation 
particularly in Satagong and the interior di- 
ftrifts, and laid alide, as ufelefs and expen-> 

Vriy 




"'live, leveral eflenfial checks of the Sovereign 
over him as delegate. To render this period 
of innovation more intelligible, 



The revenue could only be realifed 


through the agency of certain officers, 
chiefly Hindoos, denominated Krone x. Ze¬ 
mindars > or Cbowdncs, who were the 
principal farmers, and appointed collectors 
of imperial rents, and who fupemntended 
more or fewer Pergunnahs , according to 
the favour or confidence ffievvn to thefe 
agents. _ 


While the Toomar Jumma Pad/baby was 
regularly levied, the Nabobs confined their 
fin-plus exaflions to Ample Na%%eranahs> 
or prefents: but when they became per¬ 
manent fources of fupply, firfl brought 
about mjajjier Khan s adminiftration, when 
his power as Nazim increafed on the de¬ 
cline of the Moghul’s, the conflitution was 
violated, and a fyftern of violence, oppreffion 
and peculation eftabiilhed, in room of the 
equity of AkbaP s or the Moghul fyftem. 

Zemindaries were unequally divided for 



tlie purpofe of concealing the -amount of 
receipts; and tipis was another meafure of 
Jaffier Khan ; but the mode of exa&ion of 
viceroyal gfleffments by Zmindary jurif- 
difStions, was only properlyeflablilhediii the 
government of his fuccdfor Sujah, in 17^0. 
Tbefe alienations of lbvereign rights were 
alfo oppreffivc to the peaiancry, though the 
amount collected in the whole was fhort of 
the original dues to the exchequer (fated at 
•|of the produce of the foil; and in diftricls 
where the deficiency in exchequer account's 
appears raoj glaring, tlie peafantry are 
moil burthened,'though the furplus of col- 
levied rents is commuted for private dou¬ 
ceurs under the head Seringa my, or Sebumfy 
expences, fraudulently withheld from the 
public treafury. 

The degree in which, the divifion was 
varied, will appear by comparing the impe¬ 
rial divifion in the Ayeen Akbary ; and of 
Mahomed Shah , 1722; in 1573, 19 CVr- 
cars , and 682 Purgunnahs , or leller MhaL , 
or diUriels, rated nearly at 1 Crore 7 Lacks; 
in 1722, the fame Circar divifion was 
kept up in the Khaij'a , to be tranfmitted to 



Delhi, yet being thought too fmall or ex* 
penlive, they were compounded into 
13 Chucklahs, or more extenfive Foage - 
deny Governments. While the; letter dif~ 
trials were increafed to 1660, with an efta- 
blifhed rental of i Crore and near 40 Lacks 
of Rupees. This was the la ft royal diftri- 
bution of territory in Bengal, and is the 
groundwork of the Aujil Tootnar Jurnma 
of the whole country, egregioufly miftaken 
for the original rent-roll eftablittied by 
1 'ooril Mull. An abftract, as arranged in 
Chucklahs, is exibited in the plan for fettle- 
ment *; if the particulars had been com¬ 
municated, it would have prevented Mr. 
Francis’s miftake t* 

* Original Minutes, page 167. 

•fr He drew much argument in favour of his opi¬ 
nion on the affertion, that the copparifon of the 
'Tootnar Jurnma of 1 ‘ooril Mull, as fixed by Ahbar in 
1573, with that of Sujah Khan in 1728, proved the 
latter feven Lacks lower than the former. Whereas 
it is demonftrated to have been 31 Lacks more : for 
the whole lands of Orijja were annexed to Bengal, 
and are included in the Aujil loo-mar Jumma of Ak~ 
bar ; and the luckfecm of Sujab Khan includes 
only a fmall part of QriJJa, viz. the Chucklahs of 
ITJillie and Balafore, A'll) 
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Under the different periods of vice royal 
management, to the final overthrow of the 
Moghul, it is demonftrated by Mr. Grant, 
that the collections and private exadli vm 
\yerelevied accorditig to an uniform fyflem, 
and not exceeding in amount the £ of the 
produce; that CafjimAHy brought, thefe cufio** 
maty defalcations to the public credit, and 
his exa« 5 lion$ did not exceed that proportion. 

But at the sera of the acquifitlon of the 
Dewmnee , 101765, by the Company, the 
ancient forms of keeping the revenue ac¬ 
counts regularly in different Dujlers, with 
a certain know lege of the value of lands or 
capacity of farmers, \vere firfi: laid afide ; 
then the prefeript rule of railing the public 
fupply by proportional afieflment, in addi¬ 
tion to the ancient rent-rod, was overturned; 
then a fallacious fyflem of finance and ma¬ 
nagement was fabricated to impofe on the 
inexperienced Sovereign, and above all, the 
delufive idea of fimplification by confolkla- 
tion of the ancient C Ioomar Jumma , and 
various permanent v boats , in yearly Ze¬ 
mindar y Settlements, founded on no fixed 
ffandard of certain, ejpdlion as formerly, 
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introduced infinite confufion chiefly to 

cover a defalcation, which will appear to 

have exifled, by comparing the Jum~ 

mabundy of M. R. Khan , as Naib De- 

watt to the Company, (the abflraft of , . 1 

which is entered on the journals of the 

Houfe of Commons, April, 1767,) with 

the abftra£t of CoJJim Ah, fources of finance, 

annexed to Mr. Francis’s plan of fettlement, 

which is complete except in two articles 

Sair , in the Auffil , which is altogether 

omitted ; and 'To'wfeer, or increafe on Ja-> 

geers , in great part omitted. 

The lofs of revenue, however, is not fo 
ferioufly felt as the lofs of a fixed jlandard 
to limit the fupplies, which in a Govern¬ 
ment like Bengal,' is doubly felt, and de- . 
ftrudive if not checked. The fenfe of this 
want will explain the firft measures purfued 
under the moft enlightened adminiflrations 
of our days to afcertain the principles of •, 

management and eflablifh a permanent 
ftandard of afleflment in 1769; which, 
if purfued as vigoroufly as it was begun, 
would have difclofed the chicanery of inte- 
refled natives. Such alfo, in 1773, was 
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the objedt of the Committee of Circuit, by 
its ineffedtual and deftrudtive mode of let¬ 
ting lands by public fale to the highefl bid¬ 
der, in violation of the conftitutional forms 
of the Zemindary agency. To the fame 
mu A: be attributed the Ameeny fcheme of 
1776, the leading feature of which was a 
permanent moderate quit rent; and Mr. 
Grant adds, the hints now thrown out, if 
then known, would have faved all the 
expenfive experiments, and fruitlefs de¬ 
viations from the limple path r to all the 
defiderata of financial knowledge; but he 
little imagined that another modification of 
the oldfyftem, which gave up every invef- 
tigation, would fuperfede a plan which he 
had, with fo much labour, arranged and 
begun in Bengal, when Sir John Shore re¬ 
turned at the head of the revenue depart¬ 
ment, under Earl Cornwallis, with full 
powers, and other plans of finance. 

Erf) . 
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CHAP. IX. 


, Mode of Settlement . 

Th£ mode of fettling the fummahundy 
by annual agreements, is derived from the 
Mgheft antiquity in all parts of Hindodarii 
and arifes neceflarily from the local cir 
ci;m da rices of the country, joined to the 
qharal&er of its inhabitants. The fre¬ 
quency of revolutions in government, va¬ 
riations in the llate of population, from 
the too • often experienced calamities or 
war, pedilerice, or famine, and perpetual 
changes in the produce of agriculture, oc- 
cafianed by inundations, drought, or any 
irregularity of the feafons, mult require 
inevitably a periodical valuation of the 
lands : while die poverty of a people of the 
jeweft poffible wants, where nature is moft 
profufe in yielding all the neceflaries of life; 
their ddltious limplicity in diet, under 
the fevered rules of a ftubborn faith, which 
dill farther reduces the price of labour, and 
increafes, of courfe, the. indigence of the 



peafiintry ; added, to the policy of keeping 
the Zemindars, or intermediate agents of 
the ftate, poor, whole foie ufe in fociety is 
confined to the exercife of their civil em¬ 
ployments, who are taught through the 
fhjperftition or chicanery of their priefls to 
confider the concealment of wealth as the 
firft of religious duties, whole fortune's 
therefore could not be brought into circu¬ 
lation, unleis in the execution of fchemes 
of ambition, either by direct treafori or cor¬ 
ruption , for the deftru&ion of that govern¬ 
ment from which they derive their politi. 
deal exigence;—while, we repeat, the 
imiverfal irremediable poverty of (uch a 
people, partially and very moderately fa¬ 
voured by commercial benefits, pa (five in 
their natures, mundufirious from circum- 
ftances of lituation, or the charms of a 
paftoral life, which < hides contribution for 
the fupport of civil fociety, renders a yearly 
fettlement of the revenue, uiiavoidable, 
and however inconvenient it may be in ex- 
ten five dominions, ruled by a few indivi¬ 
duals, highly expedient, as the fhorteft term 
that can be preferibed. The only fource 
of Indian wealth in.^general, excepting 


the confined, though daily increafing, trade 
with Europe, exclufively enjoyed within 
the circle of the Britifh polieffions, is ter* 
ritorial property; of which the value is 
low, in proportion as the natural fertility 
of foil, and genial influence of climate, are 
greater than in other countries: but local 
circumftances, originating in the religion, 
government, genius, and habits of the na¬ 
tives, depreciate fo far this Tingle revolving 
fund of riches, that even indigenous ftates, 
deriving from it alone their means of fup- 
port, have been forced to exclude interme¬ 
diate proprietory interefts, and, iuftead of 
railing the public Tupplies by an European 
lyflem pf taxation, have been neceffitated 
to claim the landlord’s proportion of the 
yearly harvefts, and enter into all the trou- 
blefome detail of immediate interior ma¬ 
nagement on the variable foundations of a 
temporary fettlement of territorial rent. 
Foreign rulers pofTefTing by the violent 
rights of jconqueft a country under fuch 
circumftances, and whofe wants are not li¬ 
mited to the fimple exigencies of internal 
defence, but involved in the complex ope¬ 
rations of a diftant mighty Empire, the 
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very reverfe of Mindoflan in opulence, 
power, civilization, or particular interefts, 
may find themfelves compelled, as lords of 
the land, to exadl a larger fhare of its year¬ 
ly produce from the tenantry ; but it is 
.impoffible they can relax in the eftablilhed 
demands of their predeceflbrs, or fubftitute 
any other adequate fource of revenue, with¬ 
out fuppofing an alteration in the ftate of 
affairs greatly beyond the perception of hu¬ 
man forefight. The flock of exifting pro- 
duftive wealth, together with the public 
fupplies derived from it, depending on, 
and being thus limited to, the pecuniary 
returns of a fingle revolution of the harveft 
feafbn, all operations in finance mull have 
the fame temporary bounds, fubjeft to ge¬ 
neral principles, reduced into a lyfiem, of 
which, the fuperior excellence confijfts 
in the efficacy of mutual checks on perfo- 
nal agency, or the fimplification of fcfms, 
accounts, and interior management. Ha¬ 
ving already defcribed the fun&ions and 
relative powers of the different officers of 
Moghul government within the Circars ,the 
next progreffiye inquiry leads to a fhort re¬ 
cital of the eftablifhed mode of proceeding, 




in fixing and realizing the Jummahundy , 
or annual afleffmetit of the lands, and the 
forms of fettlemcnt, after explaining the 
Fufillee or harveft year. 


CHAP X. 


Fufillee* or Harveft Year. 



JL HE Fufillee is only a continuation of the 
Hegirah or lunar epoch,' by folar cal¬ 
culation from the beginning of Akhar% 
reign in Hindojtan , or ot fuccceding Moghul 
conquefls in the Decan. The Fufillee , or 
harveih year, in the Soubah of Hydrabad 
to the north of the Kiftna , and in the CJr- 
car of Guntour to the fouth, commences on 
the 25th of September, and is of courfe 
folar, though founded on a lunar epoch 
through Mufluiman bigotry or ignorance. 

From the time of Akbar it had been 
cuitomary forcibly to introduce the Hegi- 





rah wherever the Moghul arms could com¬ 
mand a tributary acknowledgment of fupe- 
riority, without reflecting, perhaps, on 
the aimoif immediate deviation of ff.yle 
which mud enfue, from the neceflity of 
computing time agreeable to the invariable 
periods of the feafons. Accordingly, when 
Shah J'ehan, in the year 1045 °*' the Mai to- 
medan era, enforced the reading of the 
Kholbah in his own name throughout the 
dominions of Abdullah Kaotub Shah , that 
lunar period was then eflabiifhed ; but ha¬ 
ving been fince continued by folar calcula¬ 
tion, a difference of near five years has al¬ 
ready arifen between the two methods of 
reckoning in the Ctrcan. 

Thus we may make the revenue compu¬ 
tation reckoned from the beginning of Ak- 
bar s reign, being the 962 of Mahomedan 
era, to correfpond with any fublequentyear 
of Bengal, or by the addition of an unit, 
with that introduced in the adjoining Sou- 
bahs , on account of the late commence¬ 
ment of the Rubbi feafon, and alfo of its 
near approach to the beginning of 963 of 
the Hegirah , from which the Aumilee year 


of the provinces is to be reckoned. In excep¬ 
tion to this general rule, in the diftrifts of 
• Chittagong , anciently dependant on the 
l ftate of Arakan> though the conftruftion 
and the monthly terms ufed there, anfwer 
in every refpetft to the formation of the 
Bengalifh, yet the liumerary of Chittagong 
is forty-five lefs, and therefore, if there 
be not an anachronifm in the calculation, 
mu ft be founded on fotne other religious 
or civil epoch peculiar to the country, and 
not founded on any period of the Maho- 
medan calculation. 

In Bengal * there are peculiarities as to 
the period of renewing agreements. The 
Khereef or grand harveft is rice, being the 
natural produce of low lands, abundantly 
watered by tropical rains in the fummer 
Tolftice. The Fufilee year commences 
with this feafon, and has been adjufted to 
the beginning of the civil year of the Hin¬ 
doos > on the firft of Byfack , anfwering to 

* The part of this chapter peculiarly applicable to 
Bengal is extra&ed from Mr. Grant’s Amlyfis of the 
Revenue of Bengal. 
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the nth of April ; and two months are 
allowed to elapfe afterward for the conve¬ 
nience of Zemindars and officers of Govern¬ 
ment to clofe their accounts, adjuft ba¬ 
lances, and conclude nelv engagements 
with the Dewan , the Sovereign’s reprefen- 
tative at the Pooneah. 

In the neighbouring Soubahs of Orijfa 
and Bahar , where the foil is high, and the 
climate lefs moilf, therefore productive ot 
drier grains, with exception of a few dif- 
triCts of Orijfa now annexed to Bengal , 
the Velaitee Aumille , or financial year, com¬ 
mences at the autumnal equinox, and with 
the feed time of the Rubbi or fpring har- 
veft, forms an equal divifion of the annual 
revolution ot the Fufdlee year. 



Forms of Settlement 


Cowle to the Zemindar, 


. A REVIOTJS to the lettlement generally 
at the letting in of the rains in June, a 
Cowle , or alFurance of being continued ano¬ 
ther year in the collection of the public 
lent to the Zemindars , as head 


rents 

farmers, to fecure their influence in pro¬ 
moting and quickening the ordinary pro- 
cefs of cultivation. It feems irripoffible for 
Government to enter into a minuter detail 
of management than through the interme¬ 
diate agency of thefe native officers : the 
appointment of Zemindars with local rights 
and privileges, which eminently diffingudli 
them among the lower clafs of peafantry, 
and raife them near the level of landholders 
in other countries, fully anfwered the end 
of their original inftitution; they have 
been continued by fucceffive rulers, and 
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will be found to be the only good purpofe 
anfwered in adopting fo much of the Mo¬ 
ghul policy, notwithftanding the practice 
which hath been fubftituted of letting out 
to temporary farmers thofe lands denomi¬ 
nated Havillee , fuppofed to comprehend 
the whole rightful territory appertaining 
to the ftate, 

2. Preparatory Accounts . 

At feed-time, the Koolcurnles , or village 
accomptants, are, in the next place, di¬ 
rected to afcertain the quantity of ground 
in tillage, with either the real amou’ht or 
eftimate of the grain fown; which Took- 
hem Rezi they do with a minute exaCtnefs, 
though rather in the view of preventing 
any fallacious reprefentations for claims of 
remiffion on the plea of cafhalties than to 
value the future harveft. 'This grand pre¬ 
paratory operation is performed in confe- 
quence of another fpeciral writ to the fame 
inferior officers, diftinguiffied in Telinga 
by the word Anchuma , which feems to 
be a corruption of two Perlian adverbs, 
fignifying “ there ” is “ fo much," but in 


m 


r 
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proper Hindoftan it is better undcrftood by 
the Arabic term Koot, applied to ripened 
corn, when about the month of November 
Inch valuation is ordered to be made, of 
the two great crops in the ground, con- 
fKtuting the Khereef and Rabbi harvefls. 


3 * Convention of Zemindars.. 


At this important cribs the Zemindars , 
when moft impatient to reap the fruits of 
their lndufhy or ambitious care, are fum- 
moned to renew their agreements with the 
Go vernment. It is a miftaken notion that 
the buhnefs of the ieafon muff be impeded 
by the 1 abfence of thefe people j the very 
reverie is oftencr the cafe ; they are, for 
the moil pan, all over Hindoftan, and in 
the. Circa/'s f with the exception of one or 
two individuals, wholly incapable of trail - 
facing affairs o f fuch magnitude as of late 
years have been left to their management, 
and are therefore in a hate of tutelage to 
fome crafty, defining, inferior agents, 
who forward their own felfhh views, or 
maintain their confequence, by feeding the 
vanity of their ignorant employers with 
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ideas of princely grandeur, and too fre¬ 
quently with fchemes of independence, 
•under the prefumed inability or negligence 
of any ruling adminiftration, added to the 
certainty of incurring no tefponfibility 
while they hold no oiienhble office, and 
are perfonally unknown. Accordingly the 
Zemindaries of women and of minprs have 
always been found the bell regulated inter¬ 
nally, and the moft profitable to the public, 
limply becaufe the agency is united with 
refponfibility in the lame individuals; who 
are lubjedt to control in proportion to the 
inferiority of their pretensions, and who, 
moreover, from the general depravity of 
manners in Hindoftan, may be emulous of 
recommending themfelves to the favour of 
Government, in the fmijfter view of being 
continued in the management, to the pre¬ 
judice of, or, in the end, perhaps, to the 
litter exclufion of, their former principals. 
Whether, then, a Jummabundy be conclu¬ 
ded on the fpot, or elfewhere, by the re¬ 
moval of Zemindars to any indefinite dis¬ 
tance from their refpeflive refidences, ex- 
clufive of the fmall perfonal expense which 
it is pofllble for Hindoos to ircur beyond 
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the hire of a pageant retinue, is a matter of 
very little confequence to the public inte- 
refts; and thofe of the Prince can only be 
affe&ed more or lefs in proportion to the 
degree of intelligence, vigour, or probity, 
with which his delegates are nowfuppofed to 
proceed, in thus bringing the revenue fet- 
tlement to a dole. 


4. Settlement . 

All the fuperior officers of Government, 
and more efpecially th z Defpandeahs, being 
aflembled in the Dewanny Cutchery , the 
firft, moft important, indifpenfable account, 
called for by the Aumlldar , or Prefident, 
is, the Jumma Kaumil , or complete affeff- 
ment of the Decan. The principles on 
which this original rent-roll , to give a more 
precife idea of it, w r as formed, have already 
been explained ; as in like manner have its 
intended ufes; which were, in the begin¬ 
ning, to regulate the two grand divifions 
of the country into Khalfa and Jageer lands, 
by afcestaining the grofs value of either, 
for immediate purpofes of finance or poli¬ 
tical arithmetic; and ultimately, by gra* 

(T 
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dual fyffematical progrefs in eftimating ac¬ 
curately the,, full dues of the Exchequer, 
as proportioned to the whole amount of 
territorial produce, to form an invariable 
jlandard of revenue, which fhould be at 
once an effectual check on the moll corrupt 
intermediate agency, as well to prevent 
public defalcations, as any encroachment 
on the private rights of the Reyuts. But 
fuch progreflive improvement was contrary 
to the genius of eallern governments, and 
never could be efreded under the rule of 
arbitrary diflant delegation. Nevertheiefs, 
the ancient rental of the Kootub Shaky , in¬ 
corporated with the Jumma Kaumik near 
a century fince, imperfect as it is, when 
compared to the prefect circumftanccs of 
the country, is yet. abfolutety neCefTary in 
the formation of a fettlement. in the Circars , 
particularly to the louth of the Goadavere , 
as exhibiting the only.authoritative account 
extant and in ule, made from an actual 
furvey, of the local fubdivihons, number 
of villages, quantity of ground in, or ca¬ 
pable of, cultivation, together with the 
eftimated territorial produce in money, ac¬ 
cording: to the eflablifhed rule of Ruttai. 
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To remedy the defe&s of this antiquated 
rent-roll, the Defpandeahs, cy: Zemindars , 
are next called on for the Hujiabood Jumma , 
or comparative account of the former and 
a&ual fources of revenue, (hewing the to¬ 
tal increafed valuation of the lands, whe¬ 
ther real by improvements or fictitious by 
a reduction in the price of fpecie ; the va¬ 
riations produced by cafuahies in the lfate 
of the country; new appropriations, or 
extinction of Jageers , affeCting more or lefs 
the Khalfa portion of territory ; together 
with the amount of new imports, luch as 
the Mahratta Chout ertablifhed in fome 
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* The Mahratta Chout , or fourth, demanded by 
thefe people from countries to which they could extend 
their predatory empire, in imitation of the Rebba of 
the Moghuls, was fometimes levied by Muflulman go¬ 
vernments from their Jageerdars , to indemnify the 
public for real or pretended exaClions paid in grofs and 
at once to the Mahrattas in lieu of fuch a proportional 
tax on the- revenue ; as in the Soubah of Hydrabad, 
where the Nizam a He lies all his Jageerdars for the full 
Chout of their territorial income, though the whole fum 
flipulated to be paid to the Mahrattas annually on this 
account for the province entire, has been invariably 
fixed at one lack of rupees from the time of the firft 
Nizam. . > 


places lefs frequently from the tyranny of 
rulers, than the fraudulent practices of 
Zemindars , in withholding their date col¬ 
lections made in behalf of government. 
Had the profits arifing from fuch contin¬ 
gent fources of iupply, in a long ferics of 
yearly agreements, been applied, as origi¬ 
nally intended, to accumulate, or really 
complete the handing rent-roll, which fell 
fo fhort of perfection under the delufivs 
Perfiau epithet of Kautnil, little now would 
remain to be learnt on the fubject of Indian 
finance ; and the bufmels of fettlement be¬ 
ing reduced almod to afimple form, might, 
without any material prejudice, be tranlac- 
ted in Leaden hall Street, as well as at Ma~ 
fulipatam, through the lhperior agency of 
Englifh collectors, under fuitable appoint- 
ments and regulations. But here lay the 
-grand defeCt of Muhultnan adminiflration, 
deeply rooted in the conflitution of un¬ 
checked violent defpotifm, and in the de¬ 
praved natures of the native inhabitants of 
Hindodan : and in confide ration of a Nu%- 
%eranah) or prefent, greater or fmaller ac¬ 
cording to the proportion of the intelli¬ 
gence or power of the Anmildar to the 




knowledge derived 
tnus generally pervert- 
to felfilh purpofes, remained in petto 
;he future productive fource of his private 
benefit. 


In compliance, however, to the cufto- 
mary forms, the Zemindar is now ordered 
to produce the Doul Bundobujl , or an ac¬ 
count of his particular agreements with in¬ 
ferior farmers of the diftriCt, attefted by 
the Canongoes . This fub-rent-roll fhould 
be the counterpart, or rather a verification 
of the Hal hackikut , or prefent date of re¬ 
venue as exhibited in th e Hujlabood, formed 
from the aCtual fubordinate fettlements of 
the current year, or collections of the lad, 
for the whole Zemlndary , inclufive of 
Khalfa and alienated lands ; and which, 
with the Koot, the 'T’ookhem rezi , or ac¬ 
count of feed fown, the Hujlabood and 
Jumma Kaumil , might be luppofed fuffi- 
cient to afcertain the grofs receipts, or Go¬ 
vernment’s fhare of the full produce of the 
country, were it not for the baleful influ¬ 
ence of Mahomedan adminiftration in cor¬ 
rupting the whole chain of intermediate 



t 





agency; the Kharidge Jumma , or excluded 
territorial appropriations of Jageer , Altum~ 
gha, and charitable donations to Bramins, 
and the Khurcha Moffujl, or charges of in¬ 
terior management, were if ill wanting to 
form the T’eJB-kbees, or net jummabundy of 
the Reyuts a&ually to be paid into the 
public treafury; the Kharidge. Jumma 
would, fince the commencement of British, 
rule, be reduced to a very fmall cempafs, 
if flich enormous fraudulent fequeifrations 
as of late years have taken place, by the 
collulion of Zemindars and Dejpandeahs , 
were, as in right they ought to be, refu¬ 
med ; and the latter Khurcha MofufiL, in¬ 
cluding the Rujfooms and Saverums of the 
fuperior native officers, with the petty al¬ 
lowances o!' the Chakeran , or inferior ier- 
vants, was, during proper management, 
little more than a (imple memorandum of 
about fourteen per cent, to be deduced 
from the amount of their aCtual collections; 
inftead of which the prodigious defalcations 
of modern times, particularly under the 
new, dangerous, and unwarrantable article 
of Sebundy, when allowed to the Zemindars , 
a direct abridgement of the Prince’s moft 
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eflential exclufive right to command and 
pay the whole armed force of the country, 
will be found to make this account of 
charges the moft volumnious and impor¬ 
tant to be examined, as being literally and 
truly the Jinking fund of near one half of the 
dipulated known dues of the public Exche¬ 
quer, perverted in its application, to the 
intended dedru&ion of, indead of relief 
to, that date, within which it is annually 
formed. 

On a fhort review of thefe various mate¬ 
rials for forming an adequate Jummabundy y 
and which, though more hidden or didi- 
pated, mud dill exid, and may be found, 
as well under an Englifli Government as 
that of a French or Moorifh, the work 
might be fuppofed quickly terminated with 
no lefs judnefs than facility ; but whether 
from the innate chicanery of the people ; 
or that a propenfity to evafion was the ne- 
ceflary confequence of undue exa&ions, 
under the tyranny of one adminidration ; 
or received encouragement from the infuf- 
ficiency of public demands through the ig¬ 
norance of another; it generally happened 

' oM* ) 
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that the Zemindars, l>y various concealec 
arts and fpecious pretences, ' retarded the 
conclusion of the Settlement a whole month, 
by adopting the ufual cant of farmers, o{ 
being: over-rated in their rents ; and they 
never failed to urge an abatement, however 
low the affieffinent might be propofed, if 
it fell Short of the equitable medium 
due, which at once betrayed a want of 
knowledge in the agent of Government 
refpecling the value of the territory to 
be let. 


5. Settlement with- Reyuts through the Ze¬ 
mindar or Ameen. 

During this treaty, if the proper feafon 
for reaping the harveSt was likely to ex¬ 
pire, then the Dumbalah Dercu , or ultimate 
order to this effedf, was iffued to the Rey¬ 
uts; but if, during the time the crop might 
be permitted without damage to lye on the 
ground, the Zemindars could not be brought 
to an agreement, the only alternative 
left was, to fufpend their authority and 
depute Zlmcens or Tahjeeldars , being the 
proper and more immediate officers of the 
'■yyrl Q_ 



Ye, to 'cplace the Tkmindar in the minute 


interior management of the collections. 


4 This occafionally liecefiary ftifpenfiort 
miglit have impreffed on Britifh rulers the 
benefit and political expediency of train¬ 
ing up a certain number of Europeans in 
the knowledge of the country languages# 
of the finances, and, above all, of the cha¬ 
racters of the people, to be acquired only 
'by local experience or the exercife of pro¬ 
vincial employments, in whom the gene¬ 
ral fuperintendance and colleCtorfhip of an 
extendve diftiidt might fafely be con¬ 
fided. In former times, Mahorriedans- 
pollelfing all requifite qualifications were 
readily found among that race of men 
now barbaroufly ignorant, yet the fuperior 
univerfal depravity of their natures, when 
compared with the Hindoos, together with 
a (lavilh dependatice on the delegated chief, - 
rendered them always wholly unfit to a& 
i'n the capacity of fupervifors for public dif- 
interefited purpofes; and in the Circars, du¬ 
ring the freer and more enlightened admi- 
ni fixation of the French, under Bujjy, 
it appeared as if a national virtue in- 
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duced the gentlemeli in 


fubordinate rule of all the Circars, at once 


to feledt a fyftem which mull necef- 
farily lefifen the authority and emoluments 
of any one man inclined to follow the ra¬ 
pacity of his predeceflfors, by diffufing local 
knowledge, and participating influence 
among intelligent honourable European 
agents, inftead of employing the more fer- 
vile, mercenary natives of the country, 
who are only faithfully fecret in the bufi- 
nefs of corruption when favourable to their 
own private interefts, yet a tranfitory do¬ 
minion of fix years did not admit of much 
experimental proof in the advantages of a 
multiplied European fuperintendance. It 
very rarely happened at any time that Ze¬ 
mindars were deprived of the management 
of the current revenue of their diftri&s 
when their offers did not fall greatly fhort 
of the afcertained valuation of annual pro¬ 
duce, and when they could give Teeps , 
or the promifTory notes of Soucars , bankers, 
or other fubffantial monied men in advance, 
for about two thirds of the net Jumniabundy 
at which they might be rated, and are now 
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can, according to cuSlom, or with Safety 
be admitted of, for the final adjuflment of 
loch periodical Settlements. 


ijhppoled to'acquielcb in, on or before the 
ill of January, being the utmoft time that 
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Tliefe Teeps are the bell collateral fecu- 
nty which can be obtained by Govern ment 
for the payment of the public, rents when 
collected by native officers from the Reyuts : 
they may farther be considered an anticipated 


fourceof Supply* as well as affording to the 
jdate a neceflary and political control over 


the monied and mercantile intereSds, in cafe 
of interior or foreign commotions ; indeed 
the natural influence which fuch pecuniary 
obligations give to the Soucars in diredding 
the condud of Zemindars, joined to the 
dread of private lofles from the cafualties of 

X 

civil war, have often been the means of 
preferving inward tranquillity, when all 
other reftraints on a daring rebellious lpirit 
might have proved inelfedual: exclusive 
of this political consideration, the accep¬ 
tance of Teeps is founded in neccfflty. 


4 
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The real or fictitious poverty of the Hin¬ 
doo peafantry is, and rauft ever be, fuch, 
under the influence of their own peculiar 
rites and habits, that, in order to carry on 
the common operations of hufibandry, in 
places where the culture is Ample and of 
the meaneft kind, as in the Circars , they 
find it expedient at the different feafons to 
borrow money, at high intereft, in pro¬ 
portion to the rifque incurred by the lender, 
and never under two per cent, per menje?n , 
agreeable to the inftitutions of Akbar , and 
V by one known general rule over the whole' 
Moghul empire, exprefled by the Arabic 
term T’uckavee. The Zemindars , through 
whom this aid is ufually obtained, have 
flili greater occafion, on their own account 
as merchants, rather than in their proper ca¬ 
pacity of principal farming land-holders, 
to make ufe of and extend a credit with 
their Hindoo Bankers. As agents for the 
ftate, they are put in poffeflion of the public 
fhare of the annual produce of the country, 
divided with the Reyuts , at a very moderate 
pecuniary valuation; but, that ftubborn 
propenfity to parfimony, chicanery, and 
refraCtorinefs, which fo notorioufly charac- 
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terizes them, would make it extremely im- 
fafe to truft in their hands fo much pro¬ 
perty without fome previous fecurity; for 
the mold probable confequences to be ex¬ 
pended would be, a fecretion or coll ulive 
diffipation of the revenue, which nothing 
but perfonal fear, imprifonment, or torture, 
could bring into the treafury : at the fame 
lime to touch a depofit of hidden wealth, 
though with the manifeft advantage of fa- 
ving an exorbitant mtereld for money bor¬ 
rowed, they would deem lacriiegious ; this 
hoard mufd be eternally increaf ng, and can¬ 
not admit even of temporary diminution, 
in making profitable loans, nor in enjoy¬ 
ing it as a full recompence of honefd 
and meritorious conduct ; it becomes, 
therefore, necelfary firid to mortgage the 
current crop of the feafon to fuch per- 
fons as have given the collateral fecurity of 
their Teeps to Government, and then to 
participate with them the benefit arifing 
from the lilies, as an indemnification for the 
rifque of Idakeing their credit, or the in¬ 
convenience of making the flipulated ad¬ 
vances to the fdate. It is chiefly this intri¬ 
cate though neceflary mercantile operation 
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which would render a minuter detail of 
management than by the permanent inter¬ 
mediate agency of Zemindars , if not im- 
poffible without lofs, at leaft ineligible to 
any ruling adminiftration ; yet it muft be 
confelTed that the power which it gives 
to thefe petty tyrants to opprefs the poor, 
eftablifh monopolies, or withhold the re- 
quifite fupplies of grain from the provincial 
troops when on fervice, moft frequently 
in the view of being better enabled to fur- 
nifh the enemy, is often productive of the 
greateft inconveniences : but as a local vi¬ 
gorous fuperintendance might, in a great 
meafure, corrcCt this evil, it is only prin¬ 
cipally to be regretted that fome fhare of 
the enormous profits derived from the 
transfer, and fale of the annual territorial 
produce, by the Zemindars, in their mercan¬ 
tile capacities, cannot be brought into cir¬ 
culation, or by any means be rendered be¬ 
neficial to the public. 


6 . Kiftbundy Periods of Payment. 

Having thus brought the Jummabundy 
to a clofe, and fecured the payment of two 



V^tfert^ds. of the amount by Kifts, or monthly 
inftalments, let us follow the ufual procefs 
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of the year in realizing the remainder of 
the (fated revenue to the final adj ailment 
of accounts. The 30th of April., corref- 
ponding nearly with the termination of the 
moft general civil year of the Hindoos, 
and concluding the periodical feafon in 
which the returning difpatches for Europe 
may be made with convenience, has been 
with great propriety fixed on for balancing 
the books of the C /rears ; but it Is from 
the 3) ft of Auguft to the end of the Fu~ 

' Jilke, that the accounts are ultimately fet¬ 
tled with the farmers-generai of the govern-, 
meat lands. In the latter of thefe periods, 
the Poc'i fs , or fmall grain harveil, the 
third and laft annual crop* being reaped, 
enables the Reyufs, to fulfil their engage¬ 
ments with the fuperior renters, who are 
therefore at this time debited with the re¬ 
maining portion of their Jummabundy , and 
required finally to liquidate their balances. 
On the 24th of September, the expiration 
of the revenue year, a general (latement 
called the Junima-lPiJfel-Bauky, (hewing 


the amount, receipts , and balances of, or on 
account of the current fettlement, is drawn 
out by the head aceomptant from the Mof- 
jaffil, or h mi jar detailed provincial docu¬ 
ments figned by the Zemindars , atteffed 
and recorded by the Catiwgoe, which, after 
having gone through the critical examina¬ 
tion of many different auditors, is rjepol'ited 
in the Khalfa Duffer, to ierve as a balls for 
the Jummabundy of the'fucceeding year. 

It was ufuai. under the Moorifh adminif- 
tration at the final fettlement, for the Au- 
mildar , or collector - general, as well in fits 
own j unification as to remove every pof* 
fable pretence for future deficiencies, to 
produce a writing under the denomination 
of a Mucbuica-ne-darud, figned jointly by 
the Defmooks and Defpondeahs , and pur¬ 
porting that they /save not , in the way of 
bribery or otherwile, paid a fmgle Dawn 
to. the agent of Government befides what 
is fpecified in the public account of re¬ 
ceipts. 



7* Recovery of Balances. 

' 

The arduous tafk of recovering fuch ba* 
lances as appeared to be due on the ultir 
mate adjuftment of the year, required the 
utmoft attention : for this purpofe it might 
be neceffary to fcrutinize the tranfadions 
of the Zemindars , both with the inferior 
tenants in the participation, and with the 
merchants in the fale of the annual crops ; 
becaufe. the debts which could be afcer- 
tained to be due from the two latter claffes 
of people to the former, together with the 
amount of Rujfooms and Saver urns ^ confti- 
tuted the foie fund of indemnification with* 
in the reach of the lovereign Dewanny 
authority, to make good defalcations in the 
revenue, proceeding from negligent or cor¬ 
rupt intermediate agency; feeing the un¬ 
certainty, if not impofiibility, of ever be¬ 
ing able to touch the fecret treafure of a 
Hindoo. 
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G H A P. XIII, 


Illufration of the Expediency of fuck 'Forms • 

To avoid the detail and lefien the other 
public inconveniences of fiicb a fyftern of 
management as we havedefcribed, thought 
principally defective in the latitude its perio¬ 
dical renewals give to peculation, or the in- 
fudiciency of a variable adminiftration, it has 
been imagined, that to fix the yearly affeff- 
ment unalterably at a moderate quit rent, 
and to put the Zemindars of India on a foot¬ 
ing with the copy-holders of England, 
would be no lefs effectual in accomplifhtng 
the defined immediate purpofes, than ulti¬ 
mately beneficial in a more extenfive view 
of general political confequences. This 
involves a queftion of the utmort impor¬ 
tance to the Britifh Nation at large, and 
more particularly interefHng to the Com¬ 
pany. A local knowledge of the country, 
of the people, practical experience, or theo¬ 
retical inftrudioti deduced from the recor- 
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ded wifidom of native ffatefimen, may de¬ 
termine the judgement of thofe who partake 
of fach partial lights, to pronounce, with 
truth and confidence, the danger, inexpe¬ 
diency, or abfiurdity of innovations, in the 
financial policy of H'mdoftan ; that to leffen 
or fix the exactions from die a&uaf farming 
intermediate land-holders wmuld foon be 
fruidefs to themfelves, rather add to the 
burthen of the pcafantry, and prove doubly 
injurious to a ruling foreign ftate, in redu¬ 
cing for ever the already too fcanty jources 
of lupply, even when confidered in all their 
hitherto unrevealed plenitude, or as paving 
the way to a refractory indepen dance, that 
in proportion to the decreafe of public de¬ 
mands, fo would the reffive prefiumption 
of enfrauchifedfiaves grow excefiive and be¬ 
come moft ungovernable, under the feudal 
acknowledgement of a Barley corn, which 
in freer countries beft enfures tranquil¬ 
lity ; but to imprefis conviction on the minds 
of thofe who, from fituation, are precluded 
the benefit of finch contingent aids, to draw 
a right conclufion in what regards perfions 
and things differently circumffanced to 
What they appear to be in Europe, may 
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require the evidence of fome afcertamd.M 




fads. It is therefore we here adciued the 
following, as applicable to the fubjecl un¬ 
der confideration. 


Experience in the four 


altimPhov/ncH, 


In the C'/rears, immediately dependant, 
on Majulipaiam , we fnppofe it generally 


known,, that the Zemindars , fmee, and 


not before, the efHbllfhment of the Englijfh 
Government, have been confidered.-. no 
matter how erroneoufly, as hereditary pro¬ 
prietors of the lands included in their ref* 
pedlive jurifdiclions ; and that, agreeable to 
the mfpaken idea of polTdling feudal tc * 
mires, ttiey were fubiefl to military iervices, 
together with a certain tribute ih proportion ; 
to the valued rents of their countries, We j 
know not whetheranyenouiries were ever fee 
on foot to afeertain the|e different pofitions, 
or that they have been admitted on any 
other ground, than dm pie furmife, the 
ipfe-dixit of the farming land holders them* 
felves, or at belt the information of the 
Company’s Hindoo interpreter, who, In 
the capacity of Seriji Uid./r, enjoyed an-an- 
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nual income of forty thoufand Pagodas 
from tht Zemindars of Rajemandry,&c<gd\{ce& 
in about the 13th of February, 1767: but, 
fuch is the fad:; the affeffment of thefe 
feveral diftrids for feventeen years' back 
has been rated extremely low. We fhall 
here venture to fay in anticipation of what 
we are farther to add on the fubjed, that, at 
leaft, one half of the rents colleded from 
the Reyuts on behalf of Government, has 
been remitted to its intermediate agents, 
under the head of expenee, or on the idea of 
their being the rightful conftitutional pro¬ 
prietors of the foil. Moreover, the portion 
demanded by the public; has been invaria¬ 
bly limited to the fame amount, according 
to the received notion of a tribute; for, 
though an increafe of i2| per cent, is 
fuppofed to have been put, in the laft five 
years fettlemenr, on what is termed the 
Mamool or cuftomary Jummabundy : yet the 
total amount of that addition, together 
with the 10,000 pagodas per annum falary 
to the interpreter, and 5,724 to be paid 
into the treafury for his Mujfary , did but 
barely counterbalance the afore-mentioned 
Serijhtadary appropriations, added to an 


unaccounted portion of Hujfen Jill s 
geer, and which were then re-annexed to 
the Rajetnundry Zemindar,ies, as equivalent 
only to the aggregate of the two laft funis 
ipecified, On the other hand, the Hated 
military Services, however much wanted 
of late, have neither been required, nor 
Commuted for in i^otnfv. The mold pro¬ 
found tranquillity , an increafing commerce, 
the free lecure enjoyment of private property, 
have peculiarly drftinguifhed the Qrears for 
a long feries of years paid, amidll iurroim- 
ding diidradrions, anarchy or barbarity; 
and lb far have thefe provinces been from 
experiencing the calamities of the neigh¬ 
bouring: war ’ut the Carnatic, or being bur- 
thened with new confequent impoibs, that 
they have rather, in the mean time, received 
a prodigious increafe of wealth, through 
the extraordinary profits derived from the 
exported produce of the country, at leald 
twenty-live per cent, above the udual price. 
Under a Government fo lenient, admitting 
offuch uncommon privileges and individual 
advantage, it might naturally be fuppoied 
that the Zemindars , as being the fupefior 
clafs of Hindoo fvibjedfs, and mold benefited 




>/ the powerful beneficent prote&ion of 
the fovereign authority, would be found 
conftitutionally fubmiflive, grateful, and 
liberal, in proportion to their own profpe- 
rity, compared with the embarraflments, 
and exigencies of the public. But .the ex¬ 
pectation is politically unreafonable, and 
only betrays a total ignorance of the na¬ 
tional character. The very reVerfe midi: 
always be the cafe, and has been more ef- 
pecially manifefted in latter times, within 
the dependencies of Mafulipatam, as maybe 
fufficiently proved by a reference to fuch 
recorded facts at large as we (hall here only 
generally touch upon. 


CHAP. XII. 

Concife abjiracl of the Kheraje Jumma, and 
of fraudulent alienations in the Northern 
Circars. 


* » 

To afcertain the "amount of fraudulent 
fequefl rat ions of land to Peons , See., it 
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ffiould be remembered that 41,000 armed 
men, of every denomination, are fuppofed 
to bVmaintained throughout all the pro¬ 
vinces, by the official land-holders, on pre¬ 
tence of enforcing the cohesion of the 
rents due to Government, which is vir¬ 
tually, or in fad, debited for the expence 
of fuch Militia eftabliffiment, under the 
head of Sebundy. Of this number, one half, 
of different tribes, Mahomedans or Hindoos, 
wholly undifciplined, and with no local or 
perfonal attachments, are paid altogether 
in money; and a Peon for every village, for¬ 
ming what is called the Nackwarry efta¬ 
bliffiment, confiding chiefly of Muflulmen, 
in hereditary fucceffion, and indilpenfably 
neceffary for the colle&ions and peace of 
the country, paid a fubfiftence in kind, at 
harvefl: time, in equal proportions by Go¬ 
vernment and its Reyuts , will make up the 
numerary of Mofujjil troops, thus provided 
for, 27,000. It is only the remaining 
14,000, compofed of the military tribes of 
Rachewars , Row-wars, Velmas , and Kun- 
daits , fprung from, or adopted into, the 
families of the Zemindars , and therefore 
perfonally attached to their'chiefs, that 
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been clandeflincly favoured with ter¬ 
ritorial grants for their ordinary and eon- 
ftant maintenance* befides extraordinary pay 
in money when on fervice; and theic alie¬ 
nations, at the moll moderate computation, 
of fifty Rupees annually for each man, one 



with another, form 


an objeft 


of feven 


Lacks, which, without pretending to efti- 
mate fimilar defalcations in favour of Bni~ 
mbs, &c., added to the Kharige Jumrna , 
make the whole, income of landed property, 
estdufiye of what is aftefted for Govern¬ 
ment, amount to twenty-four Lacks , and 
ineiufive of it, one Crore thirty Lacks, of 
Rupees , with a fraction, being the furn 
total which we dial! henceforth aflume as 
the Grofs Rental of the Mahl and Sair, of 
all the northern Circars colledlively. 

x. Obfervations and Calculations in Evidence 
of this Rental. 

Large as this revenue may at fir ft light 
appear, either comparatively with the ac¬ 
tual public receipts, or with the fuppofed 
capacity of the farming land-holder, yet 
it will be found to fail fiiort of the eftima- 
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ted yearly produce of the country, 
loweft general calculations which can be 
formed of the extent and value even of all 
the arable ground, in or out of cultivation, 
fetting afide the greater portion of land 
appropriated to Pajlure, of no financial 
account to the ftate, for the gratuitous 
benefit of the whole body of Peafantry. To 
difcufs this point with the wiihed-for pre- 
cifion, a topographical furvey of the Cir- 
cars, particularly thofe of Guntour , Rajt- 
mundry , and the fouthern divifion of Cica- 
cole , would be neceflary, in order to afcer- 
tain their exa£t fuperficial contents. Ne- 
verthclefs, according to fuch imperfect 
materials as the public, or individuals on 
the fpot, have as yet been furnifhed with, 
and information from a manufcript drawing 
executed under the French Government, 
{till unpublifhed, except on the diminutive 
fcale of D’Anville’s general map of Hin- 
doftan, we have ventured to give an area 
of 17,000 fquare geographic miles to all 
the fix provinces united. But to be within 
the moil moderate bounds, let the dimen- 
fions be reduced to 15,000 of the fame 
meafure, or for the fake of e'afier calcula¬ 
te a 


<SL 

by the 
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Litton in round numbers, to 26*000 iquard 

Britilh miles, in like manner, we have 
been under the neceffity of affu.ming the 
proportion of the arable land, rather arbi¬ 
trarily, and to ourfelves oti very unfatis- 
fadhory grounds, at one fifth of the whole 
territorial extent* finding thdt neither the 
Moghul, French, nor Engtiili adminiftra- 
tions, the former from fioth and ignorance* 
the feconci for want of leifure in the fhort 
period of a fix years rule, and the latter, no 
doubt, from dhmclinatioii, have not adop¬ 
ted the eafy conftitutional mode of afcer- 
taming this matter with the greater accu¬ 
racy, by an inveftigation into the detailed 
annual accounts of the Defpandeahs , or 
other revenue officers employed by Go¬ 
vernment, and which can be defficient only 
from relaxation or negligence in the exer- 
cife of a neceffary legal control 


2, 'The arable Land, proportioned to the Be- 
gah Duftery, and to the Begah. Reyuty, 
and valued by the Rebba, or money fettle - 
merit of as in Bengal. 

The cultivated lands in the drears? 
being 4,000 fquare on theprinci- 

■ ? ' fb\9.' 
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pies of 7 " ooril Mull's ' Jummabundy Nekdy , 
require adue attention to the relative circutn- 
ftances, and it is to be obferved that the 
Begah Duftery , or fquare official meafure, 
inffituted by that financier, and ferving as 
a bafis for its general pecuniary affeffment 
of one fourth of the yearly produce of the 
foil, in thofe parts of the empire where a 
money fettlement could, with advantage, be 
made, confifted of 3,600 fquare ells, each 
at the low'eft calculation of 38£ incites, and 
at the higheft 41, being very little ffiort of 
an Engliffi acre. But in procefs of time, in 
confequence of the increafed influx of fpecie 
from the days of Akbar , throughout the 
commercial provinces, as well as thofe 
round the capital, fo greatly benefited by 
a rapid circulation of the figns of wealth, 
and agreeable to the ever conftant effects of 
luxury growing with riches, the natural 
and artificial produce of the country acqui- 
red a high proportionate value ; the price 
of labour was enhanced, and to re-ejftablifh 
an equilibrium in the general fyftcm of 
political economy over the whole empire, 
the Fougedar , Aumils y and Zemindars em¬ 
ployed in MofvJJil collections-, fometimes 


blindly, and oftentimes intereficdly, were 
made the lkte condudfors, for drawing a 
fuperabundant currency into the exhaufted 
coffers of the exchequer. Thefe interme¬ 
diate agents, often unexpectedly, and always 
irregularly, felt them fid ves {truck by the 
hand of defpotifm ; but they difpenfed its 
influence, for lMfifli benefit, with more mo¬ 
deration, though no lefs arbitrarily, to the 
great trial's of the people. A fixed ffandard 
for e Hi mating the lands had b$en in Hi tuted, 
and was found neccffary to be continued, 
to regulate the extent and value of territo¬ 
rial alignments, whether for civil or mi¬ 
litary fervices. The tide of American 
treafiire, which afterwards fo prodigioufly 
altered the relative worth of real andperfonal 
property in Hindoftan, flowed in through 
fo many different channels of commerce 
in the beginning, that its progrds feemed 
flow, and was fearcely perceptible, when 
made vifible by its effedts ; an mcreafe of 
revenue was demanded, but inflead of re¬ 
curring to the original principles of finance 
effablifhed by ‘toorll Mull , ignorant or cor¬ 
rupt Mulfulman deputies preferred the 
mode of arbitrary taxation, in addition to 
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the firft regular affe Ament, which from 
being precarious and indefinite, afforded 
greater fcope for mi trifle rial peculation, 
and was more agreeable to the Reyuts and 
fuperior land-holders, in the hopes of fu¬ 
ture difcontinuaiice, or of purchafing par¬ 
tial remiffions of public income, by the 
' private douceurs of bribery. An age elapfedl 
before a weak, blind, unfyftematical Go¬ 
vernment, could avail itfelf of this change, 
thus gradually introduced in the value of 
things in general, to affert its territorial 
rights, by refuming all the recent Aboabs , 
or imports, the known defalcations of 
its proper Mufliilinan Aumils , or Fouge- 
darry officers, confolidated with the original 
rents. The reform, however, was rtill 
but half compleated in the Soubabs of Delhi , 
Agra and Bengal ; the two former fo en¬ 
riched by the collected fpoiis of the empire, 
or the profufe expence of a Moghul court; 
the latter fo greatly benefited by enlarged 
commerce, In thefe Soubahs , therefore, 
over and above the ordinary taxes, to re¬ 
medy the growing difproportion between 
the grofs produce and the royal proprietory 
{hares of the land, a reduction of two 



thirds was made in the fquare extent of a 
Beg ah, which, by a very limple operation 
nominally tripled the quantity of ground 
in cultivation j this leflened meafure of 
!?oo ells being equally valuable, or fub- 
je£t to the lame financial demands as the 
larger one of the fame denomination, in- 
fiituted as a balls for the original afleffment 
of T'oori! Mull, 

m 

.In Bengal , the particular circum fiances, 
of which may be deemed bell fuited to be 
brought into companion with thofe of the 
northern drears, the common Begah, now 
called Reyn tty, in contradifiin£tion to Duf~ 
tery , and made almo.fi the univerfal fian- 
dard to efiimate the annual farm, or per¬ 
manent transfer of territorial property, con¬ 
tains no more than 1600 fquare yards,while 
the proportioned rent, including the jQJjil 
Toomar, with all the additional taxes, iince 
efiablifhed, and already exibited, may be 
calculated at leafi from one to four Rupees, 
varying with fituation and foil, for grounds 
laid out in the culture of grain, and from 
five to thirty, for fuch as are appropriated 
to the dearer productions 01 fecond neceffity; 
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or, to obviate every poflibility of cavil, the 
medium yearly income of the whole may 
be bated at two Rupees. According to 
which 4000 fquare miles, each of 1936 
Begafa, being the fuppofed arable land in 
all the Circars , fhould yield a grofs revenue 
to Government of 15,488,000 Rupees . 

3. The arable hand of the Circars efimated by 
Buttai, or divijion of Crops. 

Nor will the amount be lefsou a compu¬ 
tation, by the a&ual eflabiifhed rule of 
Buttai , of the produce of the three yearly 
harvefts in corn, equally divided between 
the bate and itsReyutSy allowing the fame 
quantity of ground fit for cultivation, as in 
the foregoing ebimate, one fourth Ihould 
be deducted for the portion always fuffered t 
to remain fallow, and fubjed to no afifeflT- 
.ment, reckoning only 3000 lquare miles, or 
nearly one - l'eventh of the area affigned to 
the whole country, in conilant tillage, and 
liable to the operations of finance. This ter¬ 
ritory then being equivalent, in local mea- 
fure, to 194,464 Catties y each of 32 Guntahy 
compofed of 16 fquare Keep am, every one of 
which con biting of from 4.% 10 ovids, or on 



a medium of 7i feet fquare, and producing, 
$t the lowed: calculation per Catty, one 
year with another, 8 Candies , each of 
about 1600 lb. weight in grain, either nee 
or foary, which ufually fetches on the 
fpot 5 Pagodas or 20 Rupees per Candy , will, 
after deduction of one moiety, as the legal 
and cuftomary rtiare of the peafantry, though 
fometimes curtailed through the iniquity 
of ’Zemindars , yield an annual income to 
Government of Rupees 15,557,120 ; while 
the amount oiSair, or variable imports, in 
addition may be luppofed amply to com- 
penfate for the extraordinary expence, rifque 
and unavoidable lofs in thus concluding 
with the farmers a revenue fettlement in 
bind paid by pecuniary eftimation. 


4. The JJfcfment of Hindoo Peafantry, com - 
fared with Peafantry in other Countries. 

We are not to imagine that the burden, 
thus impofedon the great mafsof the people, 
more efpecjally the ufefulclafs ot hulband- 
men, leaves a iVnaller proportion of the 
fruits of their labour to fatisfy their own 

neceffary wants, or indeed is, in any 
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refpect, To oppreffive to the pea fan try as 
in other civiliied parts of the world. In 
the freed countries of Europe, Great Bri ¬ 
tain, Switzerland, the Netherlands , and the 
Pays d'Etats of France, we believe the 
(hare left to the pe&ntry of the growth of 
the foil from their o’wit induftry, has never 
been reckoned more than from two thirds 
to four fifths of the whole yearly produce. 
By the regulations of Tamerlane lor all his 
Tartarian, Perfian, and Syrian dominions, 
.from China to the Mediterranean fea, one 
third of the annual Crop, by common va¬ 
luation, whether of the finer or courier 
articles of culture, was to be appropriated 
to fupport the edabllfhed military Govern¬ 
ment, and the remainder to fubfid the 
Reyuts or defray the expence of cultiva¬ 
tion. By the confHtutions of Sultan Sciim , 
for the general adminidration of his new 
conqued of Egypt, in 1516, the lands, or 
native Tenantry, were affeded chiefly in 
money, and by meafurement, one half of 
the grpfs annual product of, it is true, an 
extraordinary luxuriant foil, either to main¬ 
tain the feudal republican eftablifhment, 



with a danding army 

fj?) 


a 

sty 


in fubordination to 



tho Turkifh Balhaw, or to be remitted in 
treasure to the Porte , and in corn to Mec¬ 
ca, 'an offering to the. holy Muflulmart 
fee, under the denomination of the Miri y 
or imperial tribute*, And in Siam, under a 
different denomination, the rule of 'Buttaiy 
by equal divifion of the yearly crops between 
Government and the peafantry, is a fixed 
regulation eftablifhed by ancient defpotic 
law or cuftam, 
i; : 


* The feudal republican eftablifhment confifted 
o.f 24 foreign Beys, as many with Kajhefs , or lien- 
tenants, for the 24 provinces of Egypt, each 
of thefe pofiefling in property and feudal fub- 
ordination, an indefinite number of Mamelukes , 
pr CivcaJJian,Georgian, and Jbyffinian, Chriflian Haves, 
educated in Mahometanifm, who formed the Han-* 
d.ipg militia, and facceeded always by adoption, 
ability, or favouritifin to the landed property and 
offices, of their mailers, until they attained the highell 
dignity among the Beys of Shekh ul Belad, or chief 
of the country. The Handing army was compofed 
of 1 2COO regular troops, chiefly infantry, divided 
into feven Ojacks, or regiments, commanded by as 
many Kyhahs , under the orders of the Bajhaw. The 
M‘fi, far lower Egypt, in money, was fettled at 
2 5 My dim per Fed an of ground, and for Said, or 
upper Egypt, 360,000 Ardqbs of wheat, according to 


the meafure of that time, 





Whereas ui Hiad6fian y agreeable!: to tlu? 
Inftitutions.of the Emperor Akbar , univer- 
tally adopted and invariably adhered to 
finds, whether we make the JummdbunJy 
Nekdy, or Buttui , the balls for calculation* 
it would feem as if a medium had been 
ftruck of all the foregoing proportions eftA* 
blilhed in other countries, to fix thole of 
the Moghul dominions, by defpotic law and 
ufage* with wonderful moderation> at t>n$ 
fourth for the Circar , or fovereign pro-* 
prietor, and three fourths for the ReyWL> 
or immediate cultivators of the land* 

If circumftatiCes of climate .and habit ar-'i 
taken into confideratkm, theneceflary wants 
of clothing, fuel and various diet* with all 
the convenience# required by the inhabi¬ 
tants of the colder regions, yet Co fcantily 
fupplied even by cxcefiive toil, from Tandy 
barrenness in many places, united to the 
effect of inclement leafons in others, com¬ 
pared with the expediency of Indian naked- 
ziefs, under a fcorching fun, the {implicit/ 
of milk and vegetable food, enjoined by the 
ftrongeft moral and religious precepts, the 
rank luxuriance of a foil yielding aimoft 
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fpontaneoufly a triple yearly harveft, and 
above all, a perpetual verdant pafture, of 
fuch vaft extant and richnefs as to fubfift 
by its flocks gratuitoufly without any fifcal 
charge, half the great body of the people ; 
then it muft be confefled that the propor¬ 
tional affeflment hated as forming an appa¬ 
rent mean, is in reality the very extreme of 
financial moderation, and that inftead of 
three fourths, we may allow feven eighths 
to be the fliare of annual territorial produce 
enjoyed by the Hindoo peafantry. 

From verbal information on the fpot not 
vouched to be abfolutely correct, though 
perhaps Efficiently fo to convey a general 
idea of the matter of fa£t, the town of 
Kaicoloor, Perg: Bheterjkelly , Zemindary 
ChdhurMhal , on the fruitful borders of the 
Colair Lake , Circar of Kondapillee , contai¬ 
ned, in 1783, one hundred families, of 
which eighty farming Bramins, in all about 
eight hundred fouls, paying to government 
as its due, under the denomination of a 
moiety of the product, two thoufand Pa¬ 
godas yearly for 1000 Catties of the richeil 
arable ground in the Circars . Of this 



fpace, only one fifth was in cultivation* 
and yield \ndhi of >, valued at 

10,000 Pagodas from which, after deduc¬ 
ting the fiipulated rent to the date, and 
allowance of 14 per cent on the greis re¬ 
ceipts to defray the cuftomary charge of 
Rujfooms , Saver urns , &c*> to Zemindars 
and lefier Officers, whofe authority for lome 
years paft hath been fu {pended, 6600 Pa* 
godas fhould remain to the hulbandmeii* 
The ufual pay to the Pariahs, who are the 
comfnon labourers, and employed fix months 
in tillage, or reaping the harvefts, is two 
Seer of Paddy per dav each man, and one 
twentieth of the grain produced, didributed 
amongfl them all, at the clofe of the feafon j 
being about 4 Rupees per month for half 
the year for each pferfon, at the ufual cal¬ 
culation of 3 for every Catty of ground; and 
which, together with the price of half a 
Candy of feed grain required for the fame 
fquare meafure, make the total expence of 
the cultivated lands 41 do, leaving a clear 
profit to the farmers of 2500 pagodas^ as the 
maintenance of oxen for the plough is 
other wife gratuitoufly provided for by the 
indulgent Sovereign. Now, befides the re- 



[ ^ ] 



Volving harveft income of thefe villagers, 
they derived a gain of about 1200 pagodas 
more, the yearly produce in Ghee , andnu- 
merary increafe of 600 milch cows, paf- 
tured on the remainder of the land in 
tenancy, fubjeft to no affeffment, while it 
Vvas notorious that the Brahmin families, 
forming three fourths of the whole popula¬ 
tion of the place, and there, as well as 
over the reft of Hindoftan, generally 
fpeaking, the moft voluptuous and extra¬ 
vagant in their diet, draw half their fub- 
fiftence from butter milk, or the very 
fqueezings of tiie dairy, after having con¬ 
verted, without the help of alchymy, the 
more fubftantial laitage into ftill more fub- 
ftantial geld. 

It may be urged that it is not the 
great mafs of the people, two millions four 
hundred ninety-nine thoufand nine hundred 
and thirty, out of two millions and a half 
the fuppofed total enumeration of fouls 
exifting in the Circars, that are objefts of 
confideration, as likely to be opprefled or 
deprived of their rights in realizing to the 
public treafury the territorial rental levied 
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from the Reyuts , in the name and behalf 
of Government, and Hated as its due, 
but it is a clafs of feventy Zemindars , 
who, being called landholders , muft there¬ 
fore be fo in fa£t, agreeable to European 
ideas of feudal tenures; or elfe, being 
ignorantly ftiled Rajah, or Hindoo Princes*, 
mud; be allowed an original hereditary 
right, not only to the proprietory occu¬ 
pancy of the land, but alfo to exercile 
tyrannical uncontroled authority over the 
perfons and property of the bulk of the 
inhabitants, who virtually, or in contem¬ 
plation of law, are fubjedt to the fove- 
reignty, difmembered from the Moghul 
empire. .The very propofition is fo pal¬ 
pably abfurd and erroneous in its principle, 
that it feems impoffible to exprefs it in any 
terms of language which do not at the 
lame time convey a felf-evident refutation, 
and expofe the fallacy both of premiles and 
conclufion: yet, in delicacy to the public 
opinions, and as the legiflators of India in 
Great Britain feern rather inclined to adopt 

* A final proprietors of the foil. Vide order for the 
Bahar fettlement. ... \ 
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popular belief, though in riieir wifdom 
they have not thought proper lo alter one 
of the molt ancient fundamental maxims 
of policy in the Eaft, by creating great in¬ 
termediate proprietors of land on the foot¬ 
ing of freeholders, copyholders, or feuda¬ 
tories of Europe, otherwife than by tem¬ 
porary Jageers to the officers or pensioners 
of Government, lb we Ihall dill only for¬ 
mally J'uppofe the exili an ce of fuch a de~ 
fcription of men under the appellation of 
Zemindars , for the hike of a dired politive 
denial of the fad, and of the truth of the 
inference deduced from it, implying an 
unwarrantable oppreffive infringement of 
individual privileges* 1 . This liibjed has 
already been irregularly dilc idled in diffe¬ 
rent preceding parts of the analyfis, and 
it leems only necedary here to bring all 
the arguments uled by reference into one 
conneded point of view. 

It hath been averted, and we prefume 

* The operation of Sir John Shore’s and Mr. Law’s 
Mocurnry plan, if fandioned by Parliament, will 
efiablifh over Britifh India this hypothetical fyftem of 
injuftice and oppreffion, : 1%^ 
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to think on grounds admitting of politi 
demonftration, that ”no tribe of Hindoo 
land-holders, jointly or fe.verall y within 
the Circars , or the whole of them collec¬ 
tively, under whatever denomination, ex¬ 
cepting the ancient Rajahs of the country, 
which have been particularized as defen¬ 
dants of the royal family of Orijfa or Ga - 
geputty , have, in right , form , or fa£i, the 
fmalleft pretenfions to any territorial pro¬ 
perty beyond the extent of their fpecified 
official domains, called Saverum, making 
fcarcely one twentieth part of the local 
civil jurifdidlion committed to their ma¬ 
nagement by the fovereign proprietory 
government. 


i ft. The private right of an exten- 
ftve landholding could only be acquired by 
conqueft, royal grant, hereditary or pre- 
fcriptive tenure, of fre£ or feudal poflef- 
lion ; and it is notorious that every Ze - 
mindary title is the moft limited and pre¬ 
carious in its nature, depending on the ar¬ 
bitrary will of the loweft provincial dele¬ 
gates ; equivalent to a ftmple leafe in te¬ 
nancy, fubjedl to annual renewals ; and 
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the period of Britilh rule can be tra¬ 
ced to the fame bafe arid recent origin, which 
generally diftingiiifhes the fpuriotts claim 
of farmers-occupaut themfelves to family 
preeminence from birth, or to the enjoyment, 
of a large territorial income in prejudice 
of the Prince’s necefTary undifputed regal, 
dues. 

2nd. The form of fitch Sunnuds or De~ 
wanny patents as conflitu te the Defmooks 
or Zemindars official colleflors of the re¬ 
venue, with inferior civil powers, at the 
fame time that it ascertains the extent of 
their petty freehold eflates, (free of all 
taxes) appropriated for family fubfiftence 
within each local jurifdiftion, determines 
fpechically or comparatively, if we may 
be allowed to make ufe of an European 
term, the unqualified villenage * 9 to the 
Sovereign or his feudal reprefentative ; of 
the greater portion of land in occupancy, 


* Mr. Grant applies this analogy escclufively to the 
Zemindar s relation to the fovereign ; but it may apply 
inclufively to all Britifn India, if the Macurrtry plan 
is fanclionc.il by Parliament for all the Reyuts of In¬ 
dia, to whom the fixt .proportion q£m( fourth of the 
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as well as the flavifh dependance of the 
Hindoo landholder, for the whole of his 
uncertain tenure on the lordly Muffulman 
Jageerdar or' Aumil. That the pofleffofs 
of fuch inferior grants fhould be reluctant 
now in producing their refpedive deeds, 
under the prevalence of a delufive idea 
which magnifies their relative importance, 
is perfectly natural; but that the rights 
and privileges of fubjeds, as derived from 
government, fhould fo frequently be agi¬ 
tated, and to this day acknowledged to be 
matters wholly undefined, or of the greatefl 
doubt; and that yet the only fure, eafy, 
and Ample mode of difcovering the truth, 
by a critical examination of Sunnuds , fhould 
be negleded, appears altogether extraoi- 
dinary and unaccountable. 

3rd. In point of fadi the mod conclufive 
evidence offers itfelfof the fovereign claim 
to the landlord’s fhare of yearly territorial 


produce was the quit rent for their Heritable Pottah , 
are rendered, by the new plan, Villains regardant y and are 
totally disfranchifed. Vide Riling Refources of Bengal, 
page 84, queftion and anfwers by Sir J. Shore and 
Mr. Law. 3 
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that the whole body of Ze¬ 
mindars were from the beginning, and are 
{fill to be, cohfidered {imply as intermediate 
agents for the hate, to realize the ftipu- 
lated, rent of the peafantry. This dodtrine 
forms incontrovertibly the ground-work 
of the pah and actual fyftem of finance 
throughout all the diffevered members of 
the Moghul empire; it is pra€ticably enfor¬ 
ced every where by the Prince, acknow¬ 
ledged or acquiefced in by the Hindoo land¬ 
holders tkemjelves, and notorioujly rcfpeSted by 
the Reyuts umverfally, as the foundation of 
their Magna Chart a , from its ascertaining the 
proportion of the produce of the foil railed 
by their labour, which is invariably to be 
paid for the public fervice. Accordingly 
it may be clearly traced in the letter and 
jfpirit of the original inftruments conferring 
invehiture, defcribing the nature, local ex¬ 
tent, and the powers of Zemindary offices; 
as well as in the annual Cowle, bellowing 
the temporary management of the revenue 
on the fame general permanent agents; it 
is manifefted in the ever-cuftomary a&s of 
government, at pleasure or for mal-admi- 
nihration, of fufpending their authority as 
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colle&ors, and depriving them altogether 
of territorial jurifdidtion, with its afligned 
advantages, but in mod: cafes with the 
allowance of Saverum or fubfidence in land, 
then transferring their employments, offi¬ 
cial rights and privileges to others, in per¬ 
petuity or for a time. 


4th, It is finally demondrated by the te¬ 
nor of the Muchulca, or written obligation 
of the Zemindars , to difcharge faithfully 
the truds repofed in them, otherwife im¬ 
plicitly acquiefcing in the judice of fuf- 
penfion, or entire exoneration, and never 
requiring, at any time, in the nature of ter¬ 
ritorial property, beyond the extent of their 
Saverum, but always bound to account with 
the treafury for the lad Daum colleded 
throughout the remainder of their local 
jurifdi&ions condrudtively or pofitively by 
royal authority; and though they fhould 
defraud, by general abdradt or falfe date- 
ments of receipts and difburfements, they 
never can nor ought to fuperfede the fove- 
reign’s right to enter into detail, to refume 
defalcations, and curtail unneceflary « 5 V- 
bundy or exorbitant Mofujfil expences of the 

/Si?) ' 



car or ffate, and this is the only extent 
to which public invelfigation fhould now 
go, and economical reform tend, in order 
to reduce the emoluments of intermediate 
agents to the primitive, legal, and equitable 
flandard of* Rujfooms and Saverum , virtually 
as well as in form. 


Having fhewn that this decreafed allow¬ 
ance, in itfel.f and in equity, cannot bd called 
an inffingment on the natural rights of In¬ 
dian landholders, how far it may be fuf- 
ficient and adequate in policy to their 
fituation in the country, can only be truly 
afccrtained by eftimating their chara&er, 
wants, and relative circumlfances. In ad¬ 
dition to what has been already obferved on 
this topic, it is inconteftible that the raoft 
voluptuous Hindoo in the country, of 
whatevei denomination, (without a flagrant 
deviation from every good principle, mo¬ 
ral and religious, he profefles, and the ob- 
fervance of which conftitute him a va¬ 
luable fubjed of inofFenfive manners and 
virtuous fimplicity,) cannot in his own 
perfon, hqufe, equipage, drefs, and pro¬ 
per family iubhftence, exceed in his ex- 

i. d>3> ^ .• ' 



pence's, on the (bale of the higheft rank, 
from 100 to redo rupees monthly; while 
a Zemindars legal allotment of about ten 
per cent out of the public revenue, to¬ 
gether with certain other pecuniary and 
contingent advantages, not only amply pro¬ 
vide for all fuc a neceffary charges, but are 
considerably more than fufficient to defray 
all thofe of ufelefs luxury, pernicious ex¬ 
travagance, and alfo the empty pageantry 
of retinue and outward fhow, ever indul¬ 
ged in, and affected by the richeft or mofl 
debauched landholders, before they are 
tainted with a fpirit of extraordinary re* 
frabtoriitefs, or of ambinon, fo common 
amongft this order of men in India, to raile 
felf-defpodc independance on the ruins of 
eftablifhed conftitutional authority. From 
tbefe, and a variety of moral and phyftcal 
caufes, in their effeft not peculiar to Bin- 
do flan, any excefs of wealth enjoyed for a 
while by tbefe people, mull ultimately and 
inevitably be diverted into one or all of 
the three following channels, equally per¬ 
nicious to the hate, 

i ft. Secret hoard of treafure, fet apart 


for the purpofes of chicanery or 
tion, withdrawn from the public ftock of 
currency, never to return again into circu¬ 
lation, unlefs by violence or chance. 

2. A profufe expence to purchafe popularity, 
in retaining a number of licentious Brah¬ 
mins, vagrant Fakeers , and ufelefs depen¬ 
dants ; or a vilible or concealed train of 
foldiers, for the certain unequivocal pur- 
pofe of fubverting that government which 
hath thus raifed and nurtured the native 
ferpent of rebellion in its bofom. 

3. Or laftly, a dangerousfuperfluity which, 
if neglected, through ignorance or defign, 
to be drawn by authorized taxation into the 
public coffers of the ftate, will molt af- 
furedly become a prey to minifterial agency, 
either in the way of private exadtion, or 
in purchafing remillions, privileges, and 
power, diredtly or indirectly by corrupt in¬ 
fluence, not otherwife to be guarded againft 
even in the golden age of the molt virtuous 
focieties, than by leffening or removing the 
evil of temptation. 


fuperfli- 
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CHAP. XIII. 


A concife AbJlratJ oj the Revenues , and frau¬ 
dulent Alienations , in Behgil, at the Mo¬ 
ment of the Acquijition oj the Qewannec 
in 1765 .*• 

MaLGOOZART Tehjel Root, or net 

collections levied from Zemindars , &c«, 

farmers of royal rents, by immediate of¬ 
ficers of Government or mercantile: favou¬ 
rites, in Bengal, on the acquifition of De- 
wanny in 1765, including the manufactured 
produce of fait lands, eftimated at a medi¬ 
um of the yearly fales; the whole to ferve 
as a regular ftandard of eomparifon to rate 
the clear annual receipts of the public Ex¬ 
chequer, paffed under the fame heads of 
account, at fpecified various periods, from 
that time forward to 1 ith. April 1 784. 


■fl 


ml 

im 
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* Extra&ed from Mr. Grant ’s Analyfis of the Re¬ 
venues <jf Bengalj fecond period, entitled Aboab Sou - 
badary. :h 'X;h\ 


*%. Ceded lands , Malgoozary , of the three 
diftridfs, Burdwan, Calcutta , Chittagong , 
clear of all charges, as improved from 
1760, when acquired, to 1765, under the 

Company - - - 5 8 » 5 6 5 1 5 

2. Dewanny , comprehend¬ 
ing the remaining territory of 
the Soubah , under 26 heads of 
Mahl and one of Satr, as rated 
from 1763 to 1765, or fub- 
fequently realized by Govern- 

I ment - 2,42,86097 

3. Salt lands of Noondcep , 
feparated from two former di- 
vifions of territory, in the 
proportion of one third ceded, 
and two thirds Dewanny, ac¬ 
cording to tile produce of the 
whole, from the annual fale, 

28 lacks maunds of fait,brought 
to credit of Government un¬ 
der the fingle head Baby, Kcff- 
yet, Feroojh , Nemuck, after 
1780 - 16,60,000 

Total net real and elfima- 
ted Malgoozary afleflfment of 
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the whole Soubah, as levied 
by the immediate officers of 
Government at the moment 
of the acquifition of the De~ 
wanny in 1765 


3, *802612 


This film is exclufive of 
the following countries, and 
rental recently incorporated 
in the general Hatements of 
Bengal, now fingly under con- 
federation. 

1. Midnapore ceded diftri& 

of Qr 'tffh , rated 1765 / > 17 lacks 

2. Baghelpoor , containing 

the province Mongeer 82^0 
fquare miles, difmembered 
from Bahar fmce 1773, and 
annexed with large unprofi¬ 
table countries of Ramgur 
and Palamow , fingle territo¬ 
ry, &c«. at a rental - “5 lacks 

3. Soubah Bahar , remain¬ 
ing l'even drears , exclufive 
of yageers, five lacks and 

charges - - - 621 lacks 

4. Sair duties of Panchout - 
rah and Budrucka collected in 
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Patna {mce 1773, introduced 
among receipts of the Board 
Calcutta - 


21 lacks 



Total Malgoozary of Soubah 
Bahar 70 lacks 

Making, with Be?igal , a territory yielding 
4 crores 2 lacks ficca rupees* if the com^ 
parifon was drawn for all the three pro¬ 
vinces as ufually exhibited in the Bundabujl. 


Having thus dated the net unappro¬ 
priated revenue of Bengal to have been 3 
crores 18 lacks, the next progreffive dep 
is to afcertain what hath been alienated in 
prejudice to the fovereign right, on pre¬ 
tence of defraying expence of colle&ion and 
fupporting the dignity and the authority of 
internal government, clafled under the 
head of appropriated territorial refources, 
though they are the charges denominated 
MofuJJU Zemindary , or ordinary edablifh- 
ment of interior management, didindt 
from the civil and military dilburfements in¬ 
troduced, and folely incident to the Britifh 
Government General, termed more cor- 
re&ly, Sudder or extraordinary. 

r. , ■■ 3 V & . 
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On the Mofuffil Zemindary. 


<SL 


It is incontefrible that a fufficient fum 
was made Kharije , or let apart from, the 
Khaija and Jageer portions, for the pur- 
pofe of defraying the financial charges. 
We (hall diftinguifh each of thefe charges. 


i. Tehjil Siringamy, or collections on ac¬ 
count of charges : thefe proceeded entirely 
from the Khalfa portion of the country, 
and collected by Ahoahs , or as an addition 
to the Aujll Jumrna in 1783-4 ; the clear 
Malgoozary Jummabundy fettled in behalf 
of Government continuing almo.fi: precifely 
at the fame reduced original llandard of one 
crore 92 lacks, left for the Tejbel Seringamy , 
(after accumulation of Dew^nny courts 
and Scbundy* &c.) 64 lacks of rupees. 


N. B, In this calculation the charges of 
manufacturing fait and collection of the 
cuftoms, forming together 24! lacks, and 
always deduced from the grofs receipts of 
both in the abftrad: annual rent-rolls, is fet 
again# the falarigs. and allowances of about 

Qg) 


140 gentlemen, fervants of the Company, 
employed in all the branches of the reve¬ 
nue department, and whofe eftablilhment 
being extraneous to the Moghul fyftem, 
fhould form no article in a fair comparative 
view of the finances of Bengal prior to the 
Dewanny , unlefs one feventhof the amount, 
or 3 { lacks, fhall be Bated, being the inade¬ 
quate allowance of 44 of thefe gentlemen 
in fifteen colle&orfhips, who have not a 
fliadow of that power heretofore annexed 
to a greater number: Fougedary and Zelah - 
darry Mujfulman refidencies diflributed in 
like manner formerly through the country, 
with fuller effedt in executing the duties 
of their ftation *. 

* Collectors at prefent, by the new fyftem, have 
extended, but inconfiftent, duties; as collector he hasju- 
rifdiCtion in Mahl caufes ; he has civil jurifdiCtion in 
all caufes of property, under the name of judge of the 
Dewanny adaulet ; he has criminal jurifdiCtion in petty 
offences, and, I fuppofe, he is to be juftice of the 
peace; all thefe are extra duties of the collectors of the 
revenue: they are calculated for the purpofes of re¬ 
venue more than for the purpofes of fubftantial juftice. 
In Mahl or revenue caufes the Board of Revenue is the 
court of appeals; other checks are lefs obvious. 
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Thefe 64. lacks muft have excited in 
plus of the Bundobuji Tejhkhees of CoJJim 
All , and of the diminifhed Jummabundy of 
the following year ; for not an individual 
is employed, nor an article of incidental 
expence now incurred, excepting the mo¬ 
derate falariesto indifpenfableBritilh agents, 
that was not chargeable to government in 
the mod: economical periods of Moghul fo- 
vereignty, and therefore though the unap¬ 
propriated and appropriated public fupplies 
of the prefent time fall Ihort infinitely of 
their mod ancient dandard, the defalcation 
is to be entirely placed to account of the 
unappropriated refources, involved in the 
fird reduced fettlement, at the acquifition 
of the IDewanny. 

This has been authenticated in other 
parts of this analyfis; and alfo in Mr. Bran¬ 
ch' plan of fettlement, page 90 : the Reyuts* 
account of rent in the Zemlndary regider, 
there adduced as a proof of the burthen 
impofed on the country, may here apply 
to fhew the exactions of Zemindars op- 
preffive to peafantry, to be alio unjud to 
the fovereign. 

T 
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^Other examples occur in the ceded dif- 
tri&s, Burdwan , CMcuita, Chittagong. 


2. Kharije Jumma, or rental of lands 
alienated prior to the laft correded Aufil 
*Toomary of Jaffier Khan , as an ample main¬ 
tenance of inferior native officers employed 
in collections, and for the charitable fup- 
port of Brahmins , with the religious efta- 
bliffiment of Hindoos , which have been fo 
fraudulently abufed by the negleft of Go¬ 
vernment, that if not refumed, and abfo- 
lutely limited, mult, in the end, abforh 
the molt productive territorial funds of the 
date. 


Lands thus alienated are diftinguiffied in¬ 
to C baker an and Bauzee Zemeen. 


1. Chakeran. Territorial affignmeat for 
fubordinate fervants of ail denominations 
and -ranks in the Soubah, viz. Nancar and 
Khanchbarry , to the whole or the greater 
part of Zemindann y Canongiuin, Mokudde- 
man , Put-warean , Pickan , Mohmgcan , 
j Rakberan, forming together 150,000 indi¬ 
vidual;., Muffuknen arid Hindoos, em- 
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ployed in the department of the finance. 
In all parts of Hindbftan thefe feveral 
claffes, excepting Zemindars and Molun- 
gus , which are peculiar to Bengal and 
Orijfa , were paid generally by a Ruf- 
foom commiffion, or per-centage, on the 
amount of their collections, either in mo¬ 
ney or kind, or they received a Mojhaireh 
or monthly allowance, in the nature of wa¬ 
ges, for fervices performed ; but in Bengal 
ample provifion has been made in free land, 
entirely feparated from, and (truck out of, 
the original rent roll, probably from the 
time of the Afgean Kings, whofe regula¬ 
tions in this refpeCt were adopted by the 
Moghul government. 


The Aumeens in 1777, in the parts to 
which they were deputed, (fcarcetwo thirds 
of the area of the Soubah , inclufive of Burd- 
wan,) afcertained iof lacks Begas to be 
appropriated, rent free, to the Chakeran , 
exclulive of Nancar , Zemindaren, and Put - 
warean , not afcertained; but thefe alone, at 
only if rupee per Bega , amount to 15I 
lacks. 


T 2 
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Up. The Bawzec Zemjten, or certain lands- 
let apart for various-ufes, comprehends the 
greater portion p'f fraudulent alienations. 

• The Muflulmen, fo fin* from tolerating, 
taxed idolatry ; and even in Akbars quid 
government charity lands were a lecret in¬ 
dulgence ; but whatever were the periods, 
or extent of tilde alienations, according 
to the conftitution of India, they are null 
and void, and refumable; the amount 
in the above-mentioned .limited furvey of 
Aiimcem in 17 77, amounted to 45I lacks of 
Beg as, valued at 67! lacks. 

The aggregate of the Chakeran and Baw- 
%ee Zemecn of the Kharije Jumma appears. 
5 51 lacks, and fhould yield a net rental ru¬ 
pees 83I lacks. 

But 30,148 fquare miles were not in¬ 
cluded in the Annum invefligatiori, they 
on the fame proportion would contain 18.| 
lacks o i Begas f value rupees 27! lacks. 

Alfo th zNmcar to Zemindars was omitted, 
which alfo, calculated at 71 per cent, on 
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the Atijil Jumma ( Toomary, will make 7 
lacks of Bega rupees, 10I lacks. 

Therefore, fuppoling the total of the 
Kharije Jumma to be 811 lacks of Begasj 
it yields 121I lacks of rupees. This may 
be verified by another calculation, by pro¬ 
portioning the better-known alienations of 
the ceded territory to thofe of the whole 
Soubab. 

The dill rids of Burdwan , Calcutta , 

‘Chittagong , forming a ninth of Bengal , 
after various fcrutinies, being found to con¬ 
tain in Cbaker an and Bowzee Zemeen Beg as 
1,176898, the proportionate refult for the 
entire country would be at lead: one crore 
of Begas , producing yearly 11 crore ficca 
rupees. 

In like manner the amount of the two 
general heads, 'Tehjil Seringamy and Kharije 
Jumma , being rents or lands fraudulently 
alienated, fhew the appropriated refources 
to be 1 crore 85 lacks rupees, which added 
to the net Malgoozary revenue, dated before 
on the acquisition of the Dewanny , makes 
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the total Wofoo{, or grofs receipt, an¬ 
nually railed on the people, to be 5 crores 
3 lacks ficca rupees ; and when the grofs 
rental of Bahar , with the Chucklah of Mid- 
nap&re in Orifla, are added to the account, 
the fura will not fall (hort of 6 crores 30 
lacks. 



C H A P. XIV. 

Deduction from accurate Inveftigation . 

We may now exhibit a Ik etch of what 
might, with probability of general benefit, 
be incurred on account of Mofujfil Zemin- 
Aary charges of colie&ion of every denomi¬ 
nation, of police for the prefervation of the 
public peace, by an adequate militia, and 
of the moft ample Brabminical eftablifh- 
ment, whether avowed or fecret, for the 
purpofes of the religion of the natives. 
Suppofe the Soubab com poled of 400 Eah- 
irnan or Z mind ary j u nfdid ions, inclufive 

• c &° 1 ■ 
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of 1,600 Purgunnahs , having each a Canon- 
and with an equal number of Putwarees , 
25,000 villages , containing each 60 houfes, 
of rather lefs than feven perfons, to make 
the affumed population of ten millions of 
fouls fcattered through its territories, in all 
its dimeniions of 91,000 fquare Britifh 
miles, of which 72,000 productive; then 
the three orders of fuperior native officers, 
neceffiary, as above Hated, for the internal 
management of the finances, would be en¬ 
titled to 14I per cent, on the grofs receipts; 

.—28,000 Berkanda%es and Subundy troops 
chiefly in the frontier diffiriCts, with a fub- 
fiftance to each of 12 Begas in free land, 
affigned over at the moderate value of one 
rupee per Bega ;— 50,000 pikes, forming 
a relief of flationary village Peons , every 
where indifpenfably neceffiary, and main¬ 
tained on an allotment of 10 Begas of 
ground to each individual—45,000 Mo- 
lungees , being the prefumed original num¬ 
ber of fait manufacturers, pofleffing for 
their fupport 4 Begas individually, befides 
a rupee per Menjem in rice, or money for 
their half year’s labour, with a furplus of 
z\ lacks of rupees ; or Pool and Bhcrybandy 

d&j) : 
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Khurch , will make the total Mo- 
fujfd Zmindary expenees (*$ probably fet¬ 
tled in * 722,) rather more than 25 per cent* 
or 36 lacks, on the rent-roll of that period; 


being the Aujjil Jumna ‘Toomary of J'offer 


Khan* 

And if under Bawzee Zemeen we allow 
2.0 Begas of the rich eft land to be fet apart 
for the religious maintenance of each Brah- 
mm 9 admitting two to each village, con- 
jfequently a legion of 50^000 for the whole 
country, the whole unappropriated funds 
for necellary diiburfcrnents will be 46 lacks 
rtcca rupees,. • 

Though the collection of Soubahdary 
Aboah fince ertablirtied on the original af- 
iHfrnent cannot be attended with extraor¬ 
dinary charge, while levied rateably by the 
Zemindnry juriidi&ions, yet, in fadt, near 
3! per cent, additional hath been incurred 
under the head Mujcoorat, on account of 
thole newly-accumulated imports, or of 
more extenlivc agency ; to which being 
added one third of expenditure for a like 
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and annually con fumed, together with 4I 
lacks more to anfwer all farther contingen¬ 
cies, the total of charges will be 56 lacks., 
leaving a clear revenue to the lovereiga 
from the Soubah in tire of 4 crores 47 lacks: 
—-thus, fuppoting a Zemindary deficiency 
of i crore 29 lacks from the net Malgod -■> 
zary of 1171, belides a farther redu lion 
of r crore 26 lacks on that fetdement, in 
1172, including together ape 
countable refumable yearly defalcation of 
alt leaft 2 crores rupees. 



DeduSiton from Hypothefis. 

If I offered a calculation on hypothecs 
I fbould go farther, and affigri to Bengal 
an area of 90,000 Britifh fquare miles, of 
w hich one fifth hilly, jungly, barren ; one 
fifth moffly unproductive, laying under 
water, towns, highways, woods, and plea- 
furable waftes two fifths rich common 
pafturage, with plantations altogether ex¬ 
empted from taxation ; and the remainder 
one fifth alone in cultivation, liable to the 
rents of territorial proprietory government 
at die dfabliflied rate of the Rebba, or one 
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of tHe grofs produce of 18,000 
fquare miles, each of 1936 Begas , which, 
at a medium of the value of the 24 per- 
gunnahs, \ \ rupees per Bega, fhould yield, 
exclusive of fait profits, but including the 
foregoing colle&ion for charges, a revenue 
of 5 crores 22 lacks 72000 iicca rupees. 


General Refeffitons on the relative Circum- 
Jlances of Great Britain and Britifh India. 

Inftead of appearing to me extraordinary, 
I fhould rather be furprifed at fo fmall a 
revenue, when Great Britain , not fo popu¬ 
lous in the fame extent, inclulive of land 
tax, yields a rental, of 20 millions, fup- 
pofed to be only one fourth realized hy the 
tenantry, which is nearly four times the 
above eflimated fovereign’s revenue of 
Bengal: but the relative wealth of nations 
depends on the wants of people and the 
furplus produce of their labour beyond in¬ 
ternal confumption for foreign fale. 

An Hindoo who at the end of the year 
can fave two rupees from the proceeds of 
his induftry, rated at 100 in the market, 
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is richer than an Engli/hrnan who, after i 
cutting two {hillings a day for perform! 
expence, fhoulcl be able to lay by a profit 
of two guineas from his whole eftimated 
labour of ioo. 

Befides this, where foil is fertile, indo¬ 
lence increafes; and in Bengal indolence is 
inereafed by climate and religion; two 
fifths being pa ft ur age untaxed, though it 
brings nothing to the ftate, gives much r& 
the people and workmen, being confined 
by Cajt or ‘Bribe to particular prcfdiions, 
are mere journeymen, without capital, and 
depending annually for advances, which 
rnuft be in proportion to the extra demand, 
combine to make* the relources for a fund 
of opulence, comparatively final! to thole 
of the weftern hemifphere. 

The confide ration of the drains of fpecic f 
is alarming to many; but when we know 
that for twenty-five years lucceilivelv a 
crore went to Delhi which never returned 
but circuitoufly by commerce; and al¬ 
though the Reports of 1773 hate 5 crores 







being exported from 1757 to 1763, yet the 
influx in that period was a crore of fpecie. 


Among the moft ferious miftakes of 
European philofophers and ftatefmen are, 
1 ft. Such as occur in conndering the na¬ 
ture, extent, and influence of the trade of 
Bengal refpe&ively to the internal prof- 
perity of the country, or its foreign inte- 
fefts fubfervient to the views of the pro- 
te&ing power of Britain—2d, A fuppofi- 
tion of the exiftance of a great comparative 
ftock of labour applicable to agriculture or 
frianufa&ures, requiring a proportionate 
quantity of circulating fpecie, in addition 
to the large capital neceflary for annual 
reprodudion, and capable of confiderable 
increafe by accumulation of profit —3d, 
The condemnation of the Company’s pre- 
fent mercantile fyftem as ruinous in draw¬ 
ing any, or fo large a portion of furplus 
manufactured produce , inftead of the ancient 
greater pecuniary tribute. 


1. The commerce of Bengal is of the 
fimpleft kind; the hufbandmen, to make 
good a moderate demand for cultivated 
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lands* carry the furpluu to market, wh< kv 
it is diitributed on two branches of inland 


trade; the one fumifhing th^ Decenaries of 


life to the rich, the other affording tire 
raw materials for that part of the inhabi¬ 
tants who are manufacturers. 


The total pecuniary valuation of this 


commerce has varied in its ancient llanoard 
from three great events; the diicovery of 
American mines; the pafiage of the Cape of 
Good Hope; and the diHolutioa of the 
Muffulman empire of Bejapoor. The ut 
moll we can allow, from a verification from 
five years medium., ending 1785, of the 
Cufforn- houie rated collection for the grofs 
trade of the Soubah , does not exceed 6 { 
crores ficca rupees, which, after its, two¬ 
fold diflribution internally, may be fub- 
divided into, 

1. Articles of prime ne- 
celhty; rice, grain, &c., oil 
carried to inland market for 
home confumption, about 

one twentieth exported - - 2 crores 

2. Articles of fecond ne- 
cefiity; fait, beetle, fugar, 




fpirits, iron, chinam, hemp, 
lack, paper, all for internal 
confumption, except i fifth 
exported in fait, opium, in¬ 


digo, and fait pet re - - i C. 20 lacks 

3. Articles of luxury; 
raw filk, cotton, filk manu¬ 
factured, including price of 
raw materials and labour, 

2 thirds for exportation to 
Europe, 1 crore 60 lacks, 
and 60 lacks to gulph,coafts, 
and iflands, in Indian feas ; 
leaving for home confump¬ 
tion 1 crore 10 lacks - - 3 C. 30 lacks 


The influence of fuch commerce in fe- 
curing,. with political certainty, internal 
profperity, as well as the liberal foreign 
protection of Great Britain, will appear 
heft after the following obfervations on the 
next heads. 

2. The fuppofition of a great compara¬ 
tive Jftock of labour in agriculture and ma- 




nufa&ures, requiring a proportionate quan¬ 
tity of circulating fpeeie. 

Take the land in tillage in the courfe of 
the year, thirty-five millions fimiall elk 
yutty Begas, of which one third only, on a , 
medium, is in culture in either of the three 
feafans, Khcreef , Rubbi , Bhadovy —we muff 
reckon for every twenty-five Begas one la¬ 
bouring farmer with a family of five per- S 
foils, of all ages and fixes, will make the 
aggregate peaikitry, including manufac¬ 
turers, 8,400,000 in the total of ten mil¬ 
lions of fouls. The total produce, 
ted at 6 rupees per Bega , will amount to 
20 crores rupees., being beyond the qua¬ 
druple of the large.fi afiigned rental to Go¬ 
vernment ; to this add 3 crores for work 
of manufadurers, with rearers of filk 
worms, the total value of the induftry of ] 
the country is no more than 24 crores of 
rupees for all the objedls of fub'iifence, 
revenue, and commerce. 

The quantity of lpecie required, is for , 
the purpofes of commerce, the manufac¬ 
turer and hufbandman having little ufe of 



pecuniary circulation : the amount of 
this commerce, as above ftated, 6§ crores, 
and of this, near 5$ crores, exclulive of the 
amount of fair and fait revenue, fhould be 
received yearly into the public exchequer. 
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but is not lb long withheld, nor does it 
depend wholly on the three local fubdivi- 
lions of the Fufllee or harveft feafon, for 
the receipts come in by monthly inftall- 
ments, to re-iffue by the monthly dilburfe- 
ments of Government; and the Exche¬ 
quer receipts, thus abforbing five lixths of 
the furplus product of the foil, we may 
lafely conclude that the circulating capital 
in Ipecie is made to perform at lead: three 
revolutions annually, and that the fum 
actually required for current ufe, probably 
never exceeded 2 crores 20 lacks, or about 
one third of the whole value of exchange¬ 
able commodities fold in the courfe of the 
year. 

When CoJJim Ali re-coined annually, the 
amount, eftimated by the duty of 2 per cent, 
paid, appears not to have exceeded if crore. 

If the circulating wealth be thus limited. 
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how much more fo will the profitable ca¬ 
pital of annual reproduction be. 

Cattle being fed gratuitoufly, ten yoke 
of oxen, fufficient for the threefold culti¬ 
vation of ioo Begas of land, may be pur- 
chafed throughout Bengal for 40 rupees, one 
fifth more of that fum will provide ploughs, 
&c. The feed is faved from annual produce, 
and for the whole country does not exceed 
20 lacks; fuppofe 14 crores to be the ag¬ 
gregate wages of labour for the year, at 
17 to iB rupees, to each individual of all 
ages, furnifhed by 35,000 Mokeedeman 
Reyuts, or chiefs of inferior Reyuts ; yet 
as this fum is paid in provifion daily, or 
proportionate to the return of the triple an¬ 
nual harvefl, by monthly inftalimeiits, fo 
the amount in advance never can exceed 
one twelfth of the total in money or kind, 
we are certainly within bounds in eftima- 
ting the whole flock employed, or necef- 
fary in agriculture, at lefs than i| crore 
rupees, in the outlay of which the farmers 
are more than amply repaid by the profits 
of free pafturage. 



u 
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In manufutures the capital neceffary, 
and ufuallv employing the whole indudry 
fpared from agriculture,, will be found lcfs 
in proportion than what hath been afligned 
to the greater divifion. of agricultural la¬ 
bour; all the raw iilk produced in the 
country, and chiefly for foreign exporta¬ 
tion, may be valued, prime cold, at 50 
lacks, but of this fum fcarcely one thirtieth 
part can be laid out in the purchafe of Co¬ 
coons, or rude material in its original mer- 
cable date, and being advanced at dif¬ 
ferent times of the year, according to the 
fucceffivc Bum, or crops, varying in num ¬ 
ber from three to fix of the mulberry and 
product of the worm, the amount re¬ 
quired in any given period becomes ex¬ 
tremely final 1, and will probably he re¬ 
turned in fide to the firfh dealer, before his 
frock can be employed in a fecond opera- 
• lion. Again, the labour of winders, con- 
ftituting the remainder of the price, is 
only paid in monthly wages, and, for the 
mod part, turned to profit in courfe of the 
lame fhoft interval, while all the offices 
and implements of work required through¬ 
out Bengal for this particular occupation. 


f'O & . j 
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exclufive of the Company’s factories, with 
more recent filature buildings, cannot ex¬ 
ceed a lack : fo that, perhaps, the trading 
lfock constantly employed in the whole of 
this fpecies of manufadture, until it falls 
into the hands of the great foreign ex¬ 
porter, who is often in advance for the 
whole yearly produce, may reafonably be 
eftimated under ten lacks of rupees. 



In like manner in all the Copafs , Kerp 
or Kerpas, being the Hlndooy , Bengalee , 
Shanjcrit , and Arabic terms ufed indifcri- 
minately for cotton in its rudeSt State, with 
feed of native growth, in two unequal 
yearly harvests, may be four lacks of 
Maunds ; which, when cleanfed and dref- 
fed for fale, after lofing three fourths of 
its original grofs weight, will Hill fetch at 
the firfl market, under the changed deno¬ 
mination, of Ray , Bomba , and the Arabic 
Keten , about 12 lacks of rupees ; and to 
this may be added fix, or a third more, for 
the value of what is annually imported 
from Surat, but chiefly from Mirzapore , 
in the Zemindary of Benares ; requiring to¬ 
gether a capital of eighteen lacks for the 

v 2 
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full purchafe of rude materials tiled in all 
the valuable cloth manufadures of Bengal, 
whether for home confumption or foreign 
exportation : the quantity of cotton thus 
employed is, however, always bought by, 
or delivered out in infinite detail to, the 
KettemeSi or {pinners, and generally in pro¬ 
portion to their monthly work, which is at 
once fo laborious and cheap, when under 
circum dances of the mod per fed freedom 
from all redraihts of the fovereign, the 
merchant, or any of their proper agents, 
that though the price of fine thread fpun, 
after lotting: a third more of its weight in 
farther refinement, is enhanced to tixteen 
times the value of the raw material, yet, 
and it is a very remarkable fad founded 
on the mold experienced credible informa¬ 
tion, this labour fcarcely yields a fub- 
fidence of 9 Ann. is, or about eighteen pence 
per menfem , being no more than three far¬ 
things a day to each individual, of a corps 
of indutlrious poor, perhaps eight hundred 
thouland in all, whole work the world be- 
tides could not fupply; a fad, indeed, 
which might appear altogether wonderful, 
if it were not at the fame time obferved. 
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that the greater part of this 
is compofed of women belonging to the 
families of the hufbandmen or manufa&ii* 
rers, and who could not otherwile be more 
ufefully employed, at lead during the hot 
and rainy feafons of the year. However 
this may be, fuppoling the number of 
weavers, whether mafters or journeymen, 
throughout the country to be three hun¬ 
dred thoufand, employed in working up 
annually three millions of pieces of cloth, 
worth, at prime coft, two c’rore and eighty 
lacks of rupees, including about 15 lacks 
for the value of iilk piece goods, yet as 
the amount of thread is not above half the 
price of the finifhed manufa&ure, and that 
the capital laid out in the purchafe of inch 
materials feldom or never can equal the 
confumption of two months labour, fo the 
whole productive flock at any time requi¬ 
red, or actually in ufe, for completing all 
thofe beautiful fabrics, fo much the objedt 
of our admiration, after allowing a loom 
of fix rupees to be renewed once in twenty 
years for every workman, will not exceed 
25 lacks of rupees, being rather lefs than 
the eleventh part of the full advances made 


body of peop 
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‘by the great interior or foreign exporting 
merchant. On the whole we may ven¬ 
ture to Hate, as incohteftable, that: the UN 
moft grofs capital of every kind employed, 
poffible to be fo, under p refen t local cir- 
cum fiances, with the limited demand from 
abroad, in a yearly reproduction, valued 
at 24 crores of rupees, to anfwer the rent, 
.profits, or flock, and wages of labour in 
all the various branches of agriculture, 
manufactures, internal commerce, falls 
rather fhort of one fixth of the amount 
produced, or four crores of rupees, of 
which two thirds may and fhouM conftantiy 
be, in fome fhape or other, at the foie out¬ 
lay or rilque of the Englifh Eaft-India 
Company, as fovereign agent or merchant, 
to let in motion a proportionate fhare of all 
the mduftry of the country, thus dellined 
to feed fo many millions, perhaps, of the 
pooreit relatively, though independantly 
the richeft, moft ufeful, civilized, inoffen- 
five, peaceable body of fubjects now exift- 
ing on the face of the earth. 

Thirdly and laftly, the moft dangerous 
prevalent error is that which reprefents 
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the Company’s mercantile fyftem as ruinous 
in exporting any, or fo large a portion of 
the furplus produce of their territorial ac- 
quifitions in India, without receiving the 
ufual or adequate returns in fpecie or other 
exchangeable merchandize : but iurely thofe 
who have adopted this miftake were unin¬ 
formed of, or did not avert to, three prin¬ 
cipal, local, or experienced, analogous 
fads, which feem irrefiftibly and decifively 
to determine all the merits of the queftion : 

ift. That the Moghul Emperors, for¬ 
merly poft'efiors of Hindoftan, when its 
profperity was fuppofed to be gieateft, 
drew an annual revenue from Bengal of at 
leaft one crore of licca rupees in mouey, 
which never again returned into the circu¬ 
lation of the country, unlefs through the 
operations of commerce, ftill exifting pol- 
ftbly on a larger fcale, and in a different 
channel; and that the prefent reprefenta- 
tive fovereigtis, now in titled at leaft to the 
fame neat landed income, give up the claim 
of pecuniary tribute, becaufe the importa¬ 
tion of fpecie has ceafed inalmuch as they 
were themfelves before iiftfrumental to its 
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influx, and are henceforth contented to re¬ 
ceive the regal duties, in revolving manu¬ 
factured production of the people’s labour; 
in fupport of which they are become 
highly interefted, locally, in behalf of the 
poor native inhabitants, and nationally, 
on. account of the great important advan¬ 
tages derived from this chief provincial do¬ 
main of the .Britifh empire in India, 

2clly. That the people of this country, 
generally, never had, or can have, the 
lmalld.1 occafion for any foreign importa¬ 
tion of goods, the neceflan.es or fuperflui- 
ties of life, raw or wrought: up, excepting 
perhaps a third of the cotton ufed in home 
manufactures, and which hath of late 
years neceflarily been fumilhed from abroad 
on account of the hidden increafed demand 
from Europe, together with Hindooflany 
indolence, requiring the lpur of heavy ex¬ 
actions, to turn the attention of the pea- 
fanfry from the excluiive enlarged private 
gain of graziers, to the narrowed more 
public benefits of agriculture ; and that the 
woollens, lead, copper, warlike Acres, ar¬ 
ticles of provifion, &c. annually brought 


from the other parts of the world, are 
fblely to fupply the confumpticn of fo¬ 
reigners, luxurious Mufiulraan natives, or 
ambitious neighbouring rulers, defirous of 
introducing among their foldiery the cloath¬ 
ing, afms, and accoutrements, with iiich- 
like outward appendages of that military 
difcipline which, in latter times, hath ft> 
powerfully fuftained the fhock of vmre- 
ilrained tyrannic defpotiifo, in its wild, 
ungovernable career, returning to firfl 
principles of barbarous anarchy. 

And, 3dly, That the united proprietory 
representative fovereignty of the lands of 
Bengal is virtually, in right, pofieffipn, 
fa£t, and relative ci'rcumftances, but on a 
large imperial fcale, almoft precisely what 
private individual territorial property was in 
feme provinces of North America, and what 
flill continues to be uniyerfally through¬ 
out the U r ejl-India //lands, with reipect to 
local or more extenfive national iafereffs of 
the high, ruling, protecting ftate of Bri¬ 
tain, and differing only in the deferiptive 
terms of conquered and colonized depen¬ 
dencies, the former laboured by freemen , 


the latter by Jlaves% and though it be no- 
tarioufly known, that the yearly produce, 
rude and manufactured., of the Weft In¬ 
dies has been exported for a century paid 
to the mother country, and there confirmed, 
for the moll part, without any adequate 
returns having been made, either iu fpecie 
or exchangeable merchandize, yet it never 
entered into the mind of man to fay, or 
fhppofe, that this commerce was ruinous 
to our infuhr pofleffions ; but rather, on 
the contrary, beneficial in proportion to its 
extent; and that if France or Spain hath 
prelerved more entire, or turned to better 
account, territorial acquiiitions in the fame 
quarter of the world, it is chiefly to be 
a {br ibed to the genius of a government 
which unites every idea of right, dominion, 
and national wealth under the Ample power 
or ddpCtifm, which is ever found mold 
t efficient in maintaining with prompt energy, 
a dilfant control, and drawing forth the 
hiduirry of foreign enervated fubjedfs, 
neceflariiy ruled by vice royal or other de¬ 
legated adminiftratiom 

It would be unfair, then, to fix on others 
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a conclufien which we rr.u fit deem grossly 
cfrdocous, without knowing whether they 
do, or can, proceed on the fame grounds 
of fact as influence our own opinions ; and 
therefore, without farther anticipation of 
what might be fait! on the fubjeft, we (hall 
content ourfelves for the prefen t in ftaiing 
limply to what the amount of the exports 
in (pueflion' are or fliould be made from 
Bengal in lieu of tribute, without any 
proportionable importation in return, and 
how far they appear beneficial to the En~ 
glifii, exclufive of all concomitant political 
advantages from the poffefikm of fuch an 
ex ten live empire in the midfi of the efta- 
blifhments of other rival European ffcates ; 
by confide ring thefe exports merely as a 
branch of the public revenue, involved 
necelfarily in two operations of commerce, 
the one direct from India, the other indi¬ 
rect by the way of China. 

In refpecl' to the former, it appears 
(Appendix 24, Ninth Report Select Com¬ 
mittee of the Commons. 1783) on a me¬ 
dium of 4 years, ending in 1779, that the 
prime colt of piece goods from Bengal 
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amounted annually to current rupees 49, 
32382, which, effcimated at the ompany’s 
then rate of exchange, being two (hillings 
per current rupee, make £.49 3,238 fter- 

111 


National Income 011 that Capital under the 
Heads of Charges, 

Cufioms paid to Government 

annually - - - £.301,091 

Freight, demurrage, and 5 per 

cent, warehoufe - - - 96,774 

Profits accruing to the Eaft- 

Jndia Company - - *■ 104,520 

£.502,385 


mimM* 


Now, fuppofmg the inveftment increaf- 
ecl this year, as defired, to one erore of ficca 
rupees, giving up the privilege of export¬ 
ing raw filk to individuals, then the na¬ 
tional gains, nearly in the proportion of 
one and a third more, may be eJlimated 
at £.1,172,231, of which £.700,000 for 
cuiioms to Government. 

' 
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On the fame authority, and from a like 
yearly medium calculation of the trade of 
China, it appears that the. prime coll of 
tea imported into England is £.244,413. 

The national Income on that Capital under 
the Heads of Charges. 

Cuftoms paid to Government 

annually - ™ - £v2? 8,862 

Freight,-demorrage, and 5 per 

cent, warehoufe - 193,92'/ 

Profit to the Eaft-India. Com¬ 
pany - - 170,582 

£- 5 8 3 * 37 ! 

Total grots average fales 
in 1 779, after deduct¬ 
ing 6| per cent, dif- 
counc . - - £.827,784 

.To which we apprehend may 
be farther added 



Revenue of excifie on this 
amount annually 011 a mo¬ 
derate eilimate - £.400,000 
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amounted annually Jo current rupees 49, 
-2382, which, cftimatedat the ompany’s 
then rate of exchange, being two Ihilliugs 
per current rupee, make /J.493,238 Her- 


National Income on that Capital under the 
Heads of Charges., 


Cuftoros paid to Government 

annually - '. - - ^.301,091 

Freight, demorrage, and 5 per 

cent, warchoufc - - - 96,774 

Profits accruing to the Eafl- 

Jndia Company - - - 104,520 


£-5 02 ’3 8 5 


Now, fuppofmg the invefhnent increaf- 
ed this year, asdelired, to one croreof licca 
rupees, giving up the privilege of export¬ 
ing raw (ilk to individuals, then the na¬ 
tional gains, nearly in the proportion of 
one and a third more, may be ellimated 
at £.1,172,231, of which £.700,000 for 
cuiloms to Government. 
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On the fame authority, and from a like 
yearly medium calculation of the trade of 
China, it appears that the prime coif of 
tea imported into England is £*'244,4 * 3 * 

The national Income on that Capital under 
the Heads of Charges. 

Cuftoms paid to Government 

annually - - “ £.218,802 

Freight, demurrage, and 5 P e! 

cent, warehouse - - 193,927 

Profit to the Ed-India Com- 


170,582 


pany 


£• 5^3.7 1 


Total grofs average fales 
in 1 779, after deduc¬ 
ing 61 per cent, dif- 
couht - £.827^84 

To which we apprehend may 
be farther added 

Revenue of exciie on this 
amount annually on a mo¬ 
derate elUmate - - - - £.400,000 






Then, it is to be oblerved, that of the? 
capital required in fo beneficial a commerce, 
the him of two hundred thoufand pounds 
has been, or ought yearly to be, fupplied 
from the Prefidency of Fort William, as 
k may be done with the g mated facility, 
convenience, and advantage, without any 
exportation of Ipecie, by remittances made 
1 to China, for dales of opium, through an 
exclulive company of private merchants, 
trading on their proper accounts to the 
eaftern coads and i(lands from Calcutta ; 
and that all the Britifh income forthcoming 
front this reduced, capital, calculated on 
die foregoing fcale of national profits, will 
not exceed jfi.804,679 yearly, of which 
only a third, or .£.268,226, properly be¬ 
longs to the Soubab of Bengal, the red be- 
ins turn idled from Bahar. Yet, even this 
amount, being, with the clear produce of 
piece goods, a total annual public gain of 


more than one million four hundred thou- 
fiand pounds derling, of which nine hun¬ 
dred thoufand in cuiloms or excite, being 
the intered at 4 per cent, of twenty three 
millions of the national debt, make the 
commerce of Bengal, as derived from the 
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territorial revenues of our pofTeffions there, 
an objeifl of the firft national importance; 
and we inlift, and will maintain, that fuch, 
or even a more extenlive trade than is now 
carried on by the Ead-India Company, in 
exports from thence without returns of ex¬ 
changeable merchandize, is fa far from be- 
ing dedructive to the country, that the 
neceflary ftandard of finance, the cafe, 
welfare and profperity of the fociety at 
large, particularly the clafs of manufac¬ 
tures, abfolutely and almoft entirely de¬ 
pend on its continuance ; while fixty lacks 
of foreign remaining good, for exportation 
mud be deemed a mod liberal, equitable 
allowance for all the other European Com¬ 
pany s, or mercantile adventurers, efpe- 
* dally to thole who, after perpetrating a 
mod atrocious murderous deed of rivalfhip, 
to be forgiven, not forgotten, by Britons, 
are dill fo jealous of fccuring exclufively 
the trade of their own eadera pofTedions. 
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